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PREFACE

The Fifth Division did not win the war. In submitting the
history of its operations in the greatest conflict of all time this Division
does not claim that it is the all-important American division without
which the Allied victory could not have been won. Acrimonious dis-
cussions as to which of the gallant units of the American Expedition-
ary Forces was the best have been made no part of this work. Neither
has it been the intention to sully the records of other divisions nor to
lessen in a single particular the honor due any of those organizations
whose combined efforts, well directed by Corps, Army and General
Headquarters, led to the greatest achievement that has ever exalted
American arms. ' : :

There is glory enough for all. The Red Diamond Division
desires only to claim its just share. Reaching France in the spring
of 1918, the various units were assembled in training areas, and after
six weeks of preliminary instruction entered a sector of the Vosges
front. The monotony and peace of those formerly quiet mountain
sectors’ were rudely shattered by the active patrolling and frequent
raiding carried out by our men from the time of their introduction to
the trenches. The brilliant seizure and fortification of Frapelle ended
the Fifth’s experience in trench warfare.

In the St. Mihiel operation the Fifth Division successfully
reached every objective on scheduled time, advancing seven and one-
half kilometers and capturing many prisoners and much material. It
tarried long enough in the sector to stabilize its lines and to help
clinch the drive that had to be a success.

Then the Red Diamond entered the battle between the Argonne
and the river Meuse, undertaking one of the most difficult tasks that
ever faced an American division. In the fierce and continued fighting
that finally won for us the Bois des Rappes many a man earned well
the name of hero. Those eleven days of trial and exposure and
advance under terrible concentration of enemy artillery, machine
gun and rifle fire from three directions served as the furnace in which
was tested and tempered the metal of the Fifth Division.

It is in the crossing of the Meuse and the rapid conquest of the
territory eastward that the Fifth Division lays its chief claim to fame.
It is that achievement which gives the Fifth its name, the Meuse
Division. While the eyes of America were following the speedy ad-
“vance of others of her divisions toward the famous city of Sedan, the
Red Diamond men forced the crossing of the Meuse river and the
Canal de I’Est in the face of dominating heights that were almost
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impregnable and which were overcome only by sheer bravery and
Yankee determination. The establishment of this bridgehead forced
the Germans to loosen their hold on the whole river front and heights
southward for a distance of some ten kilometers where our French -
allies had been hammering vainly for weeks. This has been character-
ized by the Commander-in-Chief as “one of the most brilliant military
feats in the history of the American Army in France.” The Fifth
Division established bridgeheads for both her neighboring divisions,
but without waiting for them pushed out alone over the heights and
through the Foret de Woevre, liberating eleven villages, advancing
eighteen kilometers beyond the river and taking nearly two hundred
square kilometers of territory before the Armistice stopped the vic-
torious pursuit of the enemy which the Red Diamond had vanquished.

This history is a true record of the accomplishments of the Fifth
Division, as accurate as human effort can make it. The authorities
are the field messages, battle maps, operation reports, and other offi-
cial documents of the Division, to which has been added the testimony
of many of the officers and men who helped to achieve the deeds herein
recounted. There are doubtless minor inaccuracies and inconsis-
tencies; no two eye-witnesses ever see alike; moreover, some of the
important actors gave their lives in the combat and many have left the
Division since hostilities ceased. Casualty reports are the latest and
the most authentic obtainable. The list of men missing in action is
necessarily unsatisfactory, but it has been brought up-to-date to the
time of publication and is as true as diligent search of the Statistical
Section can make it. The future may discover the fate or where-
abouts of some of our missing men, but the corrections brought out by
time will be only minor and of unimportant detail.

The members of the Fifth Division have co-operated willingly
and loyally to make this history possible. The actual work of com-
piling the material and writing the history has been done by Second
Lieutenant Kenyon Stevenson, Twenty-first Field Artillery, who
has devoted months of careful and intense study to the task of verify-
ing all facts and setting them forth in the most interesting manner
possible. The maps showing the operations of the Division are the
work of Regimental Sergeant Major Willard B. Prince of the G-2,
General Staff Section. The photographs were taken by the Signal
Corps, Aviation Section, and the Seventh Engineers. The whole has
been carefully gone over, corrected and revised by a board of officers
appointed for the purpose, each of whom has been a member of the
Division during most of its stay in France.
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“The feat of arms which marks especially the Division’s ability
as a fighting unit was the crossing of the Meuse River and the
establishment of a bridgehead on the eastern bank. This opera-
tion was one of the most brilliant military feats in the history of
the American Army in France.”—Extract of Letter from Gen-
eral Pershing to Division Commander, dated April 80th, 1919.



RED DIAMOND

Who held high Violu’s tortured mass

And guarded well each mountain pass

That linked La France to Belle Alsace?
Red Diamond!

Who drove the Hun from out Frapelle,

Patrolled him out of Fontenelle,

From Ban-de-Sapt, and Plaine near Celles?
Red Diamond!

From Regnieville to Souleuvre Ferme,
* Thru Bois de Claude, des Grandes Portions,
Who forced. the Huns as they came on?
Red Diamond!

Le Bois des Rappes, de la Pultiere,

Cold Andon stream, the Clery fréres,

Witnessed the valor of men who wear
Red Diamond!

Across the Meuse, the order read,

The Army’s hosts must next be led;

To blast the way the Fifth was sped—
Red Diamond!

Swam river and canal, and stormed
The heights on which the Huns were formed;
From Dun to Remoiville there swarmed

Red Diamond!

The thought of peace stayed not their hand;
After the foe, across the land,
They sped, a freeing, fighting band—

Red Diamond!

On pine-clad hills among the Vosges,
Near Rembercourt, and where Meuse flows,
In glory sleeps, in last repose,

Red Diamond!

For all that we hold high and dear,
Each facing death without a fear,

Men fought to keep its honor clear—
. Red Diamond!

The diamond cuts; it has no wear;
Its brilliance sparkles everywhere;
The jewel prize, in stern warfare—

Red Diamond!
—H. P.
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THE FIFTH DIVISION

Ninth Infantry Brigade:
Sixtieth Infantry.
Sixty-first Infantry.
Fourteenth Machine Gun Battalion.

Tenth Infantry Brigade:
Sixth Infantry.
Eleventh Infantry.
Fifteenth Machine Gun Battalion.

Fifth Field Artillery Brigade:
Nineteenth Field Artillery.
Twentieth Field Artillery.
Twenty-first Field Artillery.
Fifth Trench Mortar Battery.

Seventh Engineers.

Thirteenth Machine Gun Battalion.
Ninth Field Signal Battalion.
Seventh Engineer Train.

Fifth Supply Train.

Fifth Ammunition Train.

Fifiih_ Sanitary Train:
Field Hospitals 17, 25, 29 and 80.
Ambulance Companies 17, 25, 29 and 80.

Fifth Headquarters Troop.

Fifth Military Police.

Fifth Mobile Ordnance Repair Shop.
Fifth Mobile Veterinary Section.

Service Park Units Nos. 822, 898 and 395.

U. S. Army Post Office No. 745.

Sales Commissary Unit No. 802, Q. M. C.
Clothing Unit No. 804, Q. M. C.

Salvage Unit No. 3801, Q. M. C.

Mobile Laundry Company No. 819, Q. M. C.
Clothing and Bath Unit No. 828, Q. M. C
Bakery Company No. 822, Q. M. C.






MAJOR GENERAL JOHN E. McMAHON

OR General John E. McMahon became the
st actual Commanding General of the Fifth
vision when he assumed command at Camp
)gan, Houston, Texas, on January 1st, 1918.
:neral McMahon directed the training of the
vision In the United States, its movement
erseas and its participation in the fighting in
e Vosges sectors, the St. Mihiel Operation
! and the first phase of the Meuse-Argonne battle.

General McMahon was born in New York on the eighth of
December, 1860. After taking the A. B. degree at Fordham College
in 1880, he entered the United States Military Academy in 1882.
On July 1st, 1886, he was commissioned a Second Lieutenant in the
Fourth Field Artillery. He was promoted to First Lieutenant
November 28th, 1892.

During the Spanish-American War, Lieutenant McMahon
became, on May 12th, 1898, a Captain, Assistant Adjutant General.
He graduated from the Artillery School in 1898. On July 5th,
1899, he became a Major in the Thirty-first Infantry. On the suc-
cessful termination of the Philippine campaign, in which Major Mec-
Mahon participated, he was honorably mustered out on June 18th,
1901, having meanwhile been appointed Captain of Artillery on
January 25th, 1901.

On January 25th, 1907, Captain McMahon was promoted to
Major in the Artillery Corps, but he was shortly assigned to the
Field Artillery. He was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel
on May 8rd, 1911, and served on the General Staff from 1911 to 1914.
He became Colonel on June 8rd, 1916.

Following the entry of the United States into the World War,
Colonel McMahon was appointed Brigadier General, National
Army, on August 29th, 1917, and assumed command of the 167th
Field Artillery Brigade of the Ninety-second Division, at Camp Dix,
New Jersey. General McMahon held this command until the latter
part of December, when he was directed to take command of the

17
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Fifth Division, Regular Army, being organized at Camp Logan,
Texas.

General McMahon was promoted to rank of Major General
on February 6th, 1918. Under his direction the Fifth Division suc-
cessfully completed its preliminary training in the quiet Anould
and St. Die sectors of the Vosges Mountains and carried out its
mission in helping reduce the St. Mihiel salient in September, 1918.

General McMahon was relieved of command of the Fifth Divi-
sion on October 16th, 1918, and then assigned to the Forty-first
Division.



MAJOR GENERAL HANSON E. ELY

A military organization is frequently compared to a machine,
and the division with its many and varied units falls most readily
into this classification. The success or failure of such a machine can-
not be attributed to individual persons or units for they form but
cogs in the mechanism of the structure. Nevertheless, upon the wise
direction of the efforts of that machine depends the degree of accom-
plishment that comes to the division.

Thus was the glorious achievement of the Fifth Division made
under the noteworthy and efficient leadership of Major General
Hanson E. Ely. General Ely was the man who had the ability to
co-ordinate all the different forces of his division and to employ
them at their maximum capacity. It was he who directed his troops
where pressure meant victory, who urged weary and war-worn men
to extra effort when that added exertion brought sweet gains to the
‘Allied cause and bitter defeat to a strong enemy. With such a man
as its commander the Red Diamond takes its place among the best
American divisions engaged in the European World War.

Major General Ely is an excellent example of the rise of younger
men to power in crises, for he is only fifty-two years of age. He was
born in Independence, Iowa, in the year 1867. At the age of nine-
teen he entered the United States Military Academy at West Point,
New York, where he was graduated in 1891.

Upon receiving his commission, Second Lieutenant Ely was
assigned to the Twenty-second Infantry. In the year 1897-98 he
was Military Instructor at the University of Iowa, and in 1898 was
promoted to the rank of first lieutenant. During the years 1899 and
1900 Lieutenant Ely served in the Philippines, on the Staff of
General Lloyd Wheaton, where in 1899 he was also in command of
General Funston’s Scouts.

In 1901 came a second promotion and Captain Ely was assigned
to the Twenty-sixth Infantry, serving as Adjutant General of the
Fourth District of Southern Luzon. From May to December of
1901 Captain Ely was Adjutant of his regiment. From 1901 to 1908
he acted as recruiting officer in Des Moines, Iowa, and he was in
the School of the Line and Army Staff College in 1905 and 1906.
In 1907 Captain Ely had charge of the mapping of the Philippine
Islands. From 1908 to 1912 he served as Major of Philippine Scouts.
In December, 1912, Captain Ely was transferred to the Nineteenth
Infantry, with which he remained until March, 1918, when he was
promoted to a majority and assigned to the Seventh Infantry.

19
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Magjor General Hanson E. Ely 21

Major Ely participated in the Vera Cruz Expedition from
March to August, 1914, and from September, 1915, to May, 1916,
was at the War College. Next he was Chief of Staff of the El Paso
District, in which capacity he served until January, 1917. In March,
1917, he was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel, but was unassigned.

‘When the United States entered the World War, Lieutenant
Colonel Ely became a member of the War Department Mission which
visited the English and French Fronts from May 28th to July 15th,
1917. Upon completion of the Mission, Lieutenant Colonel Ely
was made Provost Marshal General of the American Expeditionary
Forces, remaining in that position till August 80th, 1917. While
serving as Provost Marshal General he was promoted to be Colonel
and detailed to the General Staff on August 5th.

On September 1st, 1917, Colonel Ely became Chief of Staff of
the First Division, serving in that capacity when that division took
over its first front-line trenches in the Luneville sector in October.
Colonel Ely was given command of the Twenty-eighth Infantry on
December 15th, 1917, and in those early days “northwest of Toul”
he directed his regiment with skill and ability. . When the First
Division was thrown against the onrushing Germans north of Mon-
didier it was Colonel Ely’s Twenty-eighth Infantry that brilliantly
seized the village of Cantigny and then held it through days of ter-
rible counter-attacks and punishing reprisal fire.

July 12th, 1918, Colonel Ely became a Brigadier General and on
the 15th assumed command of the Third Brigade of the Second
Division. General Ely’s brigade was in the Soissons Offensive from
July 18th until July 21st, and the St. Mihiel Operation of September
12-17th. The Third Brigade then joined the Fourth French Army
at Mont Blanc, taking part in the fierce engagements there between
October 8rd and 11th. Under the leadership of General Ely the
Third Brigade captured more than seven thousand prisoners.

On October 18th General Ely was promoted to the rank of
Major General and on the 17th he joined and assumed command of
the Fifth Division, fighting north of Montfaucon. Under his com-
mand the Red Diamond Division captured Bois des Rappes, forced
the crossing of the Meuse River and advanced eighteen kilometers
eastward, almost to Longuyon, before the Armistice stopped hostil-
ities. When the Third Army was formed for the occupation of Ger-
many, Major General Ely was designated as Commander of the Line
of Communications. His division was stationed in Luxembourg for
the performance of the duties of maintaining the lines of communica-
tion for the Army of Occupation.
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General Ely was cited -by the First Division for gallantry in
action at Cantigny, and again by the Second Division for the Sois-
sons, St. Mihiel and Mont Blanc Offensives. He was decorated with
the Legion of Honor by Marshal Petain and has been awarded four

Croix de Guerres with palm. General Pershing has bestowed upon
him also the Distinguished Service Medal.
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BRIGADIER GENERAL JOSEPH C. CASTNER

Brigadier General Joseph C. Castner commanded the Ninth
Infantry Brigade in all its operations as a part of the Fifth Division,
American Expeditionary Forces. He was born in New Brunswick,
New Jersey, November 18th, 1869. In 1891 he was graduated from
Rutgers College with degree of Civil Engineer. On August 1st, 1891,
he was commissioned Second Lieutenant in the United States Army
and assigned to the Fourth Infantry for duty. He has since been
promoted as follows: First Lieutenant, Fourth Infantry, April 28th,
1898; Captain, Squadron Philippine Cavalry, April 28rd, 1900; Cap-
tain, Fourth Infantry, February 2nd, 1901; Major, Twenty-first
Infantry, August 27th, 1918; Lieutenant Colonel, Sixth Infantry,
May 18th, 1917; Colonel, Thirty-eighth Infantry, August 5th, 1917;
Brigadier General, Ninth Brigade, April 12th, 1918. He attended
the Infantry and Cavalry School in 1895, and was in the War Col-
lege in 1915.

Prior to the World War, General Castner had already dis-
tinguished himself. While a Lieutenant he rendered great service
to the American Government as an explorer in Alaska. In the
Philippines, for his services with the Tagalog Scouts, he was pro-
moted to a Captaincy in the Philippine Squadron of Cavalry, which
commission he held until receiving a captaincy in the Regular Army.
Later he served as Constructing Quartermaster in both Honolulu
and in Yellowstone National Park. While yet a Captain, he com-
manded the Second Battalion, Fourteenth Infantry, and under his
training that battalion made an unequaled record in known distance
firing. While a Major he was Adjutant General of the National
Guard of the District of Columbia, which he developed to a high
state of efficiency. As Colonel of the Thirty-eighth Infantry he in-
stilled that fighting spirit which won for that regiment-its fame as
the “Rock of the Marne.”

As Brigadier General he took command of the Ninth Infantry
Brigade. In the quiet Anould and St. Die sectors he gave the units
of the Brigade effective training for the big operations that were to
follow. In the St. Mihiel Offensive, General Castner’s brigade was
at first in reserve with the Tenth Brigade in line. When passage
of lines was made he pushed his outpost lines up near to the Hinden-
burg Line. In the first phase of the Meuse-Argonne Offensive his
Brigade captured Cunel and drove the enemy from the Bois-de-la-
Pultiere and the northwestern Bois-de-Foret. In the second phase

of the Meuse-Argonne Offensive General Castner’s Brigade cap-
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Brigadier General Joseph C. Castner 25

tured Aincreville, Clery-le-Grand, Clery-le-Petit, Bois de Babie-
mont, the Punchbowl and Doulcon. Then the Brigade forced the
difficult crossing of the river Meuse and fighting northward captured
in succession Dun-sur-Meuse, Milly-devant-Dun,.Lion-devant-Dun,
Cote St. Germain, Charmois Chateau, Mouzay, and the Foret-de-
Woevre.

In appreciation for his services in the Meuse-Argonne Opera-
tion, General Castner was awarded the Distinguished Service Medal. .
He has been cited in Fifth Division Orders. General Castner is a
man’s man, a soldier and a leader. In mental and physical alertness,
in devotion to duty, in zeal and energy, he is an example, alike to men
and officers. There is no man in his brigade who will not gladly join
him at any time for any duty. While his brigade formed part of
the Army of Occupation, General Castner took the course of instruc-
tion at the Army Center of Artillery Studies at Trier, Germany.






MAJOR GENERAL WALTER H. GORDON

Major General Walter H. Gordon took command of the Tenth
Infantry Brigade at the time of its organization as a part of the
Fifth Division and cpmmanded it throughout its training period and
the trench warfare of the Vosges sectors. He was born June 24th,
1868, in Mississippi. He entered the United States Military Acad-
emy in 1882 and was commissioned Second Lieutenant of the Twelfth
Infantry on July 1st, 1886.

Lieutenant Gordon was promoted to First Lieutenant of In-
fantry on November ‘30th, 1892. During the Spanish-American
War he became, on, June 29th, 1898, Major of the First Delaware
Infantry. On September 21st he was promoted to Colonel of that
regiment, and at the close of hostilities he was honorably mustered
out. Promotion to Captain of Infantry came March 2nd, 1899.

From 1907 to 1909 Captain Gordon was a member of the Gen-
eral Staff. He was promoted to Major on March 28rd, 1909. From
April 2nd, 1910; to August 14th, 1918, Major Gordon served as
Inspector General. He was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel of In-
fantry on September 18th, 1914. In that year he was at the Army
War College On July 1st, 1916, he was promoted to rank of Colonel.

Colonel Gordon was made Brigadier General, National Army,
on August 81st, 1917. He took command of the Tenth Infantry
Brigade, organized from the Sixth and Eleventh Infantry at Camp
Forrest, Georgia, on December 1st, 1917.

While the Fifth Division was occupying the St. Die sector
General Gordon was placed in direct command of an operation to
capture the village of Frapelle in the valley of the Fave River, above
St. Die. The operation was brilliantly carried out by the Sixth
Infantry on jAugust 17th, 1918, accordmg to General Gordon’s
plans. General Gordon was promoted to rank of Major General on
August 26th and left the Tenth Brigade to assume command of the
Sixth Division.
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BRIGADIER GENERAL PAUL B. MALONE

Brigadier General Paul B. Malone came to the Fifth Division
just after it had completed its training in the quiet sectors of the
Vosges. With that same vigor and forceful ability that had char-
acterized his command of the Twenty-third Infantry of the Second
Division in its operations in the summer of 1918, General Malone
led the Tenth Infantry Brigade through the St. Mihiel Offensive,
the taking of Bois des Rappes, the crossing of the Meuse, the drive
across the heights to the Loison River and during the Army of Occu-
pation.

General Malone was born at Middletown, New York, May 8,
1872. He was graduated from the United States Military- Academy
and appointed Second Lieutenant, Thirteenth Infantry, June 2nd,
1894. In April, 1898, he was promoted to First Lieutenant, Thir-
teenth Infantry. During the Santiago Campaign in 1898, Lieuten-
ant Malone served as a staff officer in General Wikof’s brigade of
General Kent’s Division. From 1899 to 1901 he served as Staff
Officer and in command of troops in the Philippines.

He was promoted to rank of Captain in 1901, and from 1901 to
1905 was Instructor in the Department of Chemistry at West Point.
Captain Malone was with the Twenty-seventh Infantry in Cuba in
1906, where he served as Provost Marshal and later as Judge Advo-
cate in the Army of Cuban Pacification, 1906-1908. He was honor
graduate of the Army School of the Line in 1909 and a graduate of
the Army Staff College in 1910. In 1911 and 1912 he was on the
General Staff at Washington, D. C. From 1918 to 1916 he served
with the Second Infantry at Honolulu, Hawaiian Islands.

July 12th, 1916, Captain Malone was promoted to Major, and
became Chief of Staff of Eagle Pass District, Texas, where he served
till January, 1917. He was promoted to be Lieutenant Colonel on
June 26th, 1917, and was officer in charge of Training Camps in the
Central Department until July, 1917.

Lieutenant Colonel Malone joined the A. E. F. in July, 1917,
and became a member of the Operations Section, General Staff,
G. H. Q. He was promoted to be Colonel August 5th, 1917, and
became Chief of the Traning Section of the General Staff, G. H. Q.,
in which capacity he served until February 12th, 1918.

Colonel Malone then took command of the Twenty-third In-
fantry, of the Third Brigade, Second Division. He skillfully com-
manded that regiment in its training and in the Sommedieu sector,
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in the Chateau-Thierry Operations and in the ‘Aisne-Marne Offensive
between Soissons and Rheims.

On August 25th, 1918, Colonel Malone took command of the
Tenth Infantry Brigade, Fifth Division. Under his leadership the
Tenth Brigade made its drive of nearly eight kilometers in the St.
Mihiel Offensive, and in the Meuse-Argonne Offensive gloriously
captured the Bois des Rappes, forced the difficult crossing of the
river Meuse and rapidly cleared the eastern heights, taking the vil-
lages of Brieulles, Liny-devant-Dun, Fontaines, Vilosnes, Brande-
ville, Jametz, Remoiville and Louppy and penetrating eighteen kilo-
meters beyond the Meuse before the Armistice stopped hostilities.
He was appointed Brigadier General October 1st, 1918.

General Malone was cited in Orders of the Tenth French Corps
and of the French Army of the North and Northeast. He was also
cited by the Second Division and by the Fifth Division. He was
made an Officer of the Legion of Honor by the French Government
and received the Croix de Guerre with two palms and one gold star.
For his able and meritorious services with the Fifth Division Gen-
eral Malone was awarded the Distinguished Service Medal.



MAJOR GENERAL CLEMENT A. F. FLAGLER

Major General, then Colonel, Clement A. F. Flagler was com-
mander of the Seventh Engineer Regiment during its early training
period in the United States, and of the Fifth Field Artillery Brigade
from the time of its organization, through the St. Mihiel operation
of September, 1918, to October 9, 1918. He was born in Georgia on
August 17th, 1867. After receiving a B. S. degree at Griswold
College in 1885 he entered the United States Military Academy at
West Point, New York.

On June 12th, 1889, he became an additional Second Lieuten-
ant of Engineers, and on April 1st, 1890, was appointed Second
Lieutenant of Engineers. Lieutenant Flagler attended and grad-
uated from the Engineer School of Application in 1892. He was
promoted to First Lieutenant October 4th, 1894.

During the war with Spain, Lieutenant Flagler was appointed
temporary Major of Engineers on June 8th, 1898. His promotion
to grade of regular Captain came July 5th, 1898. On Deecmber
81st, 1898, he was given honorable discharge as temporary Major.
Captain Flagler was promoted to Major on May 5th, 1906, and on
February 27th, 1918, to Lieutenant Colonel. He was in the Army
War College in 1914.

After America’s declaration of war on Germany Lieutenant
Colonel Flagler was appointed Colonel on May 15th, 1917, and
when the Seventh Engineers were organized in July Colonel Flagler
became Commanding Officer of the new regiment. In December
the Seventh Engineers were assigned to the Fifth Division just be-
ing organized. Then Colonel Flagler was directed to take command
of the Fifth Field Artillery Brigade, organized with the Nineteenth,
Twentieth and Twenty-first Field Artillery at Camp Stanley, Leon
Springs, Texas.

Colonel Flagler assumed command of the brigade on December
81st, 1917, receiving the rank of Brigadier General on February 7th,
1918. General Flagler’s brigade did not sail for France until May,
1918, a month later than the Infantry Brigades of the Fifth Division.
The Artillery Brigade proceeded to Camp la Valdahon for instruc-
tion and then joined its division in the St. Die sector of the Vosges.
General Flagler commanded the Fifth Division Artillery during the
St. Mihiel Operation and when the Fifth Division moved out of the
sector, the Fifth Field Artillery Brigade was detached and became
Sector Artillery. - .
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General Flagler was relieved of command of the Fifth Field
Artillery Brigade on October 9th, 1918, and was given command
of the Third Corps Artillery. He was promoted to the rank of
Major General on October 17th, 1918, and later took command of
the Forty-second Division.






BRIGADIER GENERAL THOMAS B. DUGAN

Brigadier General Thomas B. Dugan was born in Baltimore,
Maryland, on July 27, 1858. He entered the U. S. Military Academy
and graduated with the class of 1882, being assigned to the 10th Cav-
alry as an additional Second Lieutenant on June 18, 1882. His next
assignment was to the 8d Cavalry as Second Lieutenant on June 26,
1882. Promotion to First Lieutenant came on October 29, 1888,
and to Captain on July 9, 1898, being assigned to the 7th Cavalry
on the same date. He transferred to the 12th Cavalry on March 8,
1901. He received his Majority and assignment to the 4th Cavalry on
October 28, 1906, and transferred back to the 12th Cavalry, December
19, 1906, but on September 17, 1911, was reassigned to the 4th Cav-
alry. His promotion to Lieutenant Colonel, Cavalry, came on July
80,1912. On June 10, 1918, he was assigned to the 6th Cavalry, and
was promoted to Colonel on December 5, 1915, and was in com-
mand of the 9th Cavalry, stationed in the Philippines, when war on
Germany was declared.

General Dugan served in Army Posts in Arizona, Colorado,
Oklahoma, Texas and Missouri until 1898. He participated in the
campaign against Santiago, Cuba, in 1898, in the battle of San Juan
July 1-8, 1898, and the siege of Santiago. He served in Cuba
in 1901 and in the Philippines in 1905 and 1916.

Colonel Dugan was appointed Brigadier General August 25,
1917, and returned to the States on October 8, 1917, exercising com-
mand as follows:

161st Depot Brigade, 86th Division, October to
December, 1917.

Brigade and Field Officers School, December,
1917, to May, 1918.

169th Infantry Brigade, 85th Division, May to
October, 1918.

70th Infantry Brigade, 85th Division, October to
December, 1918.

85th Division, December, 1918, to May, 1919.

10th Infantry Brigade, 5th Division, May to
July, 1919,
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Brigadier General Dugan went overseas with the 85th Division,
in command of the 169th Infantry Brigade, and was decorated with
the Distinguished Servce Medal by the Commander-in-Chief. He
returned to the United States in command of the 10th Infantry Bri-
gade, 5th Division, on July 26, 1919, and shortly after his arrival
was relieved of that command and placed in command of the Over-
seas Replacement Depot, Camp Meade, Maryland.



BRIGADIER GENERAL WILLIAM C. RIVERS*

Brigadier General William C. Rivers commanded the Fifth
Field Artillery Brigade during the latter period of its occupation
of the old St. Mihiel sector and in the Army of Occupation. He
was born in Tennessee on January 11th, 1866. He entered the Mili-

“tary Academy at West Point in 1888, and on June 12th, 1887, was
commissioned Second Lieutenant of the First Cavalry. .

Lieutenant Rivers was promoted to First Lieutenant of Cav-
alry on August 18th, 1894, and to Captain February 2nd, 1901.
During 1908 and 1904 he was on the General Staff. Promotion to
Major came March 11th, 1911, and to Lieutenant Colonel and Col-
onel of Cavalry on July 1st, 1916.

Colonel Rivers was promoted to Brigadier General and assigned
to command the Fifth Field Artillery Brigade on October 14th,
1918. On March 10th, 1919, he was relieved of command to return
to the United States.

*No portrait of Brigadier General William C. Rivers was avallable at time of publication.



THE GENERAL STAFF

While the command of the Division is exercised by the Com-
manding General, nevertheless it is impossible for one man to study,
understand and execute all the details that enter into the exercise of
command and leadership. Accordingly, to assist him in his task,
the Division Commander has a group or staff of experts.

The Commanding General concerns himself with the broader .

and more important questions of tactics and strategy and the military
policy of his division. In order to relieve him of all details concerned
with the running of the smaller units and to give him ample oppor-
tunity to study the broader aspects of operations, training, adminis-
trative policy, etc., the General Staff is provided.

The one purpose of this staff is to assist the commander in his
misson, and the whole team functions with the harmony and effective-
ness of a theoretical single mind. KEvery phase of activity of the
division comes under the General Staff in some form or through some
chain of authority. A staff officer, as such, gives no orders in his
own name, but he must be prepared to make prompt decisions and
give effective orders in the name of and in accordance with the will
and purpose of the Commanding General.

Tue CHIEF OF STAFF

At the head of the General Staff Group is the Chief of Staff.
This officer assists his Comamnding General in the supervision and
co-ordination of the command. He is the dependence of his com-
mander for accurate information as to the position, strength and
movements of any part of the command; the state of supply and
ammunition and the facilities for their renewal; the losses that have
been suffered and gains that are expected; the fatigue and hardships
that have been undergone; and the effective strength of the command
in morale and numbers. He relieves the commander of much that is
unimportant and prepares matters for the decision of the commander,
laying his own views frankly before him. The Chief is responsible
for the whole working of the Staff, that it functions without friction
and according to the regulations.

The Fifth Division has had three Chiefs of Staff. Colonel Ralph
E. Ingram held that position throughout the early period of organ-
ization and training in the United States and in the Bar-sur-Aube
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area of France. Colonel Howard R. Hickok succeeded Colonel In-
gram and performed the duties of Chief of Staff through the month
of June, 1918, and until July 18th, when he was promoted to rank
of Brigadier General and relieved. Lieutenant Colonel Robert G.
Peck, Division Inspector, was then detailed as Acting Chief of Staff.

Throughout the major part of the Fifth Division’s activities,
during its operations in the St. Mihiel Offensive and the Meuse-
Argonne fighting and in the Army of Occupation, the General Staff
has been headed by Colonel Clement A. Trott, who took up his duties
on July 24th, 1918. For his meritorious and distinguished services
as Chief of Staff of the Fifth Division, Colonel Trott was decorated
by General Pershing with the Distinguished Service ‘Medal, and with
the Legion of Honor and the Croix de Guerre by the French Re-
public. :

Under thé Chief of Staff there are three sections of the General
Staff, each supervised by an Assistant Chief of Staff. The Chiefs
of Sections are specialists for their own departments, but are also
officers of wide experience and tactical training and are capable of
handling the work of any section in emergency.

Tae Fisst SEcTION. G-1

The First Section, familiarly termed G-1, may be called the Ad-
ministrative and Supply Section. The detailed duties of this depart-
ment include: Supervision and administration of supply; control of
technical troops in construction work; responsibility for records, re-
placements, supply transportation, communications, signal lines, sani-
tary service, shelter, police, labor and custody of prisoners of war,
traffic, evacuations, salvage, postal service, captured material, billets,
comforts, burial, and supervision of militarized societies.

Services and technical troops furnished the G-1 Section of the
Division to assist in the performance of its task are as follows:

1. Administration: .

The Adjutant General’s Department.
The Judge Advocate’s Department.
The Inspector General’s Department.

2. Technical:

Quartermaster Corps.
Medical Department.
Corps of Engineers.
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2. Technical—Continued:

Signal Corps.

Ordnance Department.
Chemical Warfare Service.
Transportation Service.
Motor Transport Corps.
Military Police Corps.

8. Militarized Societies:

The Red Cross.

Young Men’s Christian Association.
Young Women’s Christian Association.
Knights of Columbus.

Salvation Army.

Major John Randolph was the first G-1 of the Fifth Division.
He was succeeded on June 8th, 1918, by Major Martin C. Shallen-
berger, who continued in office until the beginning of the fight for
Bois des Rappes. On October 16th Lieutenant Colonel Stephen C.
Reynolds became G-1, and served in that capacity through the Meuse-
Argonne Operations and in the Army of Occupation. On January
20th, 1919, Lieutenant Colonel Reynolds was relieved and Lieuten-
ant Colonel E. J. Ely was named Assistant Chief of Staff, G-1.
Assistants in the office of  G-1 during the period of fighting and in
the Army of Occupation were: Captains Howard B. Payne, George
Hains, C. E. Muchmore, and Lawrence B. Glasgow, and First
Lieutenant J. L. Cawthon.

Heads of Departments functioning under the G-1 Section have
been:

Division Adjutant:
Lieutenant Colonel David P. Wood.

Division Judge Advocate:
Lieutenant Colonel P. James Cosgrave.

Division Inspector:

Lieutenant Colonel Robert G. Peck.
Colonel Robert B. McBride.

Lieutenant Colonel Wallace McNamara.
Major Jacob C. R. Peabody.

Lieutenant Colonel W. H. Cowles.
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Division Quartermaster:

Lieutenant Colonel Ward Dabney.
Lieutenant Colonel Charles A. Meals.
Major George W. Rees.

Division Surgeon:

Colonel Robert H. Pierson.
Colonel Carey J. Vaux.

Division Engineer:

Colonel Lewis H. Adams.
Colonel Earle G. Paules.

Division Machine Gun Officer:
Lieutenant Colonel Gilbert M. Allen.

Division Signal Officer:

Lieutenant Colonel Charles F. Leonard.
Lieutenant Colonel Alvin G. Gutensohn.
Major Dean B. Small.

Lieutenant Colonel John Scott.

Division Ordnance Officer:

Major Thomas G. Hayes.
Major James Stewart.

Division Motor Transport Officer:

Lieutenant Colonel Harry E. Comstock.
Captain Owen R. Bird.
Major J. W. O’Mahoney.

Division Gas Officer:

Captain A. M. Fisher.
Major B. H. Namm.
Major Frederick L. Chambers.
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Commander of Trains:

Colonel William M. Morrow.

Major Oral E. Clark.

Lieutenant Colonel Harry E. Comstock.
Lieutenant Colonel E. J. Ely.
Lieutenant Colonel Staley A. Campbell.
Colonel Samuel G. Jones.

THE SECOND SECTION. G-2

The Second Section of the General Staff, known as G-2, or the
Intelligence Section, is charged with the collection, collation and
publication of all military information, with the securing, publish-
ing and distribution of maps, the direction of the personnel engaged
in intelligence work, counter-espionage and censorship, and the exam-
ination of prisoners of war and captured documents.

It was under Lieutenant Colonel Herbert Parsons, who suc-
ceeded Major William H. Clendenin as Assistant Chief of Staff,
G-2, on June 8th, 1918, and who held the office throughout the Fifth
Division’s participation in the activities of the war, that the Intelli-
gence Section developed to its greatest activity and efficiency. The
main activities of the department were its observation, scouting, ex-
amination of prisoners, preparation of maps, and after the armistice
the establishment of a counter-espionage system. '

Lieutenant Colonel Roger H. Williams became G-2 on Decem-
ber 28rd, 1918. Assistants in the office of G-2 have been Captains
Fred A. Carter and Frank G. Potts and First Lieutenant Chester
Allen.

TaE THIRD SECTION. G-3

The Third Section, G-8, is the Operations and Training Section.
Here were prepared all the Field and Operations Orders, the tactical
plans for defense and attack, reports of operations, training schemes,
and regulations and orders for the employment of technical troops.
It was upon the careful estimate by G-8 of “our” situation, together
with the G-2 estimate of the “enemy” situation that the commander
based his decisions. This department is responsible for the organiza-
tion and maintenance of liaison throughout the command and for the
training of the personnel of the units of the Division. G-8 keeps the
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war diary and maintains a Message Center. This Section is also
charged especially with the observation of the condition of discipline
and morale of the command.

Lieutenant Colonel Kerwin T. Smith was Assistant Chief of
Staff, G-8, until June 8th, 1918, when he was relieved by Major John
B. Barnes, who headed the Operations Section through the Vosges
fighting and the St. Mihiel Operation. Lieutenant Colonel Ralph
W. Kingman became G-8 on September 19th, 1918, and held the
position during the Meuse-Argonne Operations and the Fifth Divi-
sion’s service in the Army of Occupation. The Assistants in the office
of G-8 were: Major Phillip J. McCook and Captains Solomon K.
Brown, Frederick V. Burgess and William J. Snyder.

SECRETARY TO THE GENERAL STAFF

The Secretary to the General Staff receives and forwards to the
proper bureau of the Genera] Staff all messages and documents per-
taining thereto and is responsible for prompt action on them. He
has immediate charge of interpreters and translators, and forwards
routine reports to higher commands. Captain Thomas A. Knight
was Secretary of the General Staff until October 18th, 1918, when
he was succeeded by Captain Willard A. Knapp. Captain Lawrence -
B. Glasgow was detailed to this office on April 15th, 1919.

AmEs-DE-CAMP

The personal staff of the Commanding General consists of his
aides-de-camp. Captain Leslie W. Devereux and Second Lieutenant
Roy F. Ash were aides-de-camp to Major General John E. Mec-
Mahon. Captain Arthur P. Watson was aide-de-camp to Major
General Hanson E. Ely.
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PART II
HISTORY OF OPERATIONS






CuaPrTER 1
ORGANIZATION AND TRAINING
I

D DIAMOND is the emblem of the Meuse

Jivision. It is the diamond that cut into the

attle line of the Vosges in August, 1918, and by

1e capture of the village of Frapelle made the

nly indentation suffered by the Germans in their

outhern sectors in three years of trench warfare.

t is the diamond that helped shear off the salient

f St. Mihiel in the first great all-American oper-

! ation of the war in September. It is the diamond

that, after slowly grinding the Boche from out Bois des Rappes,

became the point of the arrow that pierced the Meuse and thereby

gave to the Fifth Division its name. It is the diamond that pene-

trated the territory east of the river Meuse to a depth of eighteen

kilometers before its drive was stopped by the Armistice on Novem-

ber 11th. It is the Red Diamond that was chosen as one of the ten

American divisions that made up the Army of Occupation to hold

beaten Germany on her knees while peace was being prepared. The

story of the Red Diamond Division is as interesting as that.of any

of the American units which helped bring glory and fame to the
Allied arms.

The Fifth Division was organized as a part of the program of
the War Department for the rapid expansion of the Regular Army
and its establishment on a war footing for immediate service in
France. Following the United States’ declaration of war against
Germany on April 6th, 1917, Congress had passed “An Act to
Authorize the President to Increase Temporarily the Military Estab-
lishment of the United States.” The law was approved May 18th.
It ordered the immediate creation of the five years’ increment to the
Regular Army provided for in the National Defense Act of June 8rd,
1916. In accordance therewith, the then existing units of the army
already swollen with recruits were broken up and new regiments of
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infantry, artillery and engineers were formed. Intensive training
schedules anticipatory to action on the Western Front of Europe
were engaged upon to get the green troops ready for war in the
shortest possible time.

Then the formation of divisions was begun. America’s infantry
division was to be composed of two infantry brigades of two infantry
regiments and one machine gun battalion each, one artillery brigade
of one heavy and two light regiments and one trench mortar battery,
an engineer regiment, a field signal battalion, a divisional machine’
gun battalion, a headquarters troop, a train headquarters and military
police, with sanitary, supply, ammunition and engineer trains and
auxiliary units.

First steps toward the organization of the Fifth Division were
taken by the War Department in November, 1917. Camp Logan,
Houston, Texas, was chosen to be the birthplace of the new com-
mand. About the middle of the month instructions were issued from
‘Washington to the Central, Southeastern and Southern Departments
for the transfer of enlisted men from the cavalry and infantry regi-
ments therein to Camp Logan for the formation of the Trains of the

'Fifth Division. November 24th was the date on which orders were
issued by the department headquarters. Transfers were to be effec-
tive as of December first, which may, therefore, be taken as the date
of organization of the Fifth Division.

The regiments designated to form the Fifth Division were the
Sixtieth, Sixty-first, Sixth and Eleventh Infantry, Nineteenth,
Twentieth and Twenty-first Field Artillery and Seventh Engineers.
Brigading of the regiments was effected about December 1st, numer-
ical designation of the units following the tables of organization pre-
pared for the new American division.

The Sixtieth and Sixty-first Infantry, in training at Camp
Greene, North Carolina, had been organized at Gettysburg, Penn-
sylvania, on the scene of that historic battle of the Civil War. In
June detachments from the old Seventh Infantry had formed the
nuclei for these new organizations. After having been raised to
the strength of regiments by the assignment of recruits, they were
brigaded into the Ninth Infantry Brigade. Personnel was taken
from the Sixtieth and. Sixty-first to organize the brigade head-
quarters detachment and the Fourteenth Machine Gun Battalion.
Colonel Armand I. Lasseigne of the Sixty-first held the command of
the brigade until Brigadier General James H. McRae" arrived on
January 2nd, 1918.
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The Sixth and Eleventh Infantry were the only old outfits
included in the Fifth Division. Their history dated back to those last
years of the eighteenth century when our country increased its army
because of the probability of war with Napoleonic France., The
Sixth and the Eleventh returned from service on the Mexican border
and were stationed at Camp Forrest, Georgia. They were brigaded
into the Tenth Infantry Brigade and provided men for the formation
of the headquarters detachment and the Fifteenth Machine Gun
‘Battalion. Brigadier General Walter H. Gordon took command.

The Fifth Field Artillery Brigade was formed from the Nine-
teenth, Twentieth and Twenty-first Field Artillery, in training at
Camp Stanley, Leon Springs, Texas. These three regiments had
been organized at Camp Wilson, Texas, on June 1st—the Nineteenth
and Twentieth, light, from the old Seventh Field and the Twenty-
first, heavy, from the Third Field. The Brigade was commanded by
Colonel Brook Payne of the Twentieth until December 81st, when
Brigadier General Clement A. F. Flagler came. General Flagler
had been colonel of the Seventh Engineers. Headquarters detach-
ment and the Fifth Trench Mortar Battery were organized Decem-
ber 12th. ‘

To command the Fifth Division Major General Charles H.
Muir was relieved from duty at Camp Jackson, South Carolina, and
ordered to proceed to Camp Logan. General Muir arrived at Logan
about the middle of December, but was in command only one day
when he was ordered to Camp Hancock, Georgia, to assume com-
mand of the Twenty-eighth Division there.

Colonel William M. Morrow, who had been ordered from Presi-
dio, California, to command the Fifth Division Train, had assumed
command of the new division, and on the departure of General Muir
resumed and exercised command until January 1st, 1918,. Then
arrived Brigadier General John E. McMahon, who had been relieved
from duty with the Ninety-second Division at Camp Dix, New Jer-
sey, in which he was commanding the 167th Field Artillery Brigade.
General McMahon was made a Major General on February 6th.

Organization of a Division Headquarters was provided by War
Department order on December 12th, which directed Major David
P. Wood to proceed to Camp Logan for duty as Adjutant of the
Fifth Division. Major Wood. arrived December 17th. Special
Orders Number One of the Fifth Division were issued December
19th, 1917. The General Staff was started with the arrival of Lieu-
tenant Colonel Ralph E. Ingram in the latter part of December, who
became Chief of Staff. Lieutenant Colonel Kerwin T. Smith and
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Majors John Randolph and William H. Clendenin reported and
took up the duties of heads of the General Staff sections, Operations,
Administration and Supply, and Intelligence, respectively.

December was for the Division solely a month of organization.
The regiments newly assigned continued their courses of training
already in operation. There was little to make them realize that they
now belonged to a Fifth Division. Administrative control of the
units was taken over by the division and brigade headquarters, suc-
ceeding departmental and post authority. The organizations were so
widely scattered over the entire eastern half of the United States,
however, that no close supervision was practicable. Only Train
Headquarters and Military Police, Fifth Ammunition Train, Fifth
Sanitary Train and Thirteenth Machine Gun Battalion were at
Camp Logan with Division Headquarters.

Those were the days when our army was expanding with mush-
room rapidity. Thousands of men were being made into soldiers
every day and new organizations were coming into existence weekly.
Tables of organization and equipment were uncertain and liable to
change at any time to meet the needs as discovered across the seas.
The divisional machine gun battalion was organized as a four com-
pany horse unit. Word came that it should be a two company motor
battalion and that brigade machine gun battalions should be com-
posed of four companies instead of three. Accordingly the Thir-
teenth Machine Gun Battalion turned in equipment and transferred
bodily its Companies C and D. Company C became D of the Four-
teenth and D became D of the Fifteenth. But the companies never
saw their new outfits until the Division moved to Camp Merritt for
embarkation.

Following out regulations a supply train had been organized
at Logan by Colonel Morrow, when it was learned that the Fifth
Supply Train had already been formed at Camp Joseph E. John-
stone, Florida. The Fifth Ammunition Train was reorganized on a
new basis. The Fifth Sanitary Train was formed from Field Hos-
pital and Ambulance Companies Seventeen from Fort Benjamin
Harrison, Indiana, Field Hospital and Ambulance Companies
Twenty-five from Fort Oglethorpe, Georgia, Field Hospital and
Ambulance Companies Twenty-nine from the Gettysburg National
Park and Field Hospital and Ambulance Companies Thirty from
Fort Ontario, New York. The Ninth Field Battalion, Signal Corps,
organized at Leon Springs in July, was assigned to the Division in
December. In February the Fifth Mobile Ordnance Repair Shop
Jjoined the Division from Camp Dodge, Iowa, and in March the Fifth
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Mobile Veterinary Unit was established. Everyone was kept on the
alert, maintaining the Division at standard organization.

The great incentive for work and the chief desire of every man
in the Division was service overseas. Four American divisions had
crossed even before the organization of the Fifth and were already
gaining fame in the World War. Every organization had had its
rumors of immediate sailing. The very first bulletins of the new
Fifth looked forward to the journey to France. Experiences of
troops already in the line and recommendations of commanders and
observers were published at headquarters and followed out by the
units. Difficulties were numerous and sometimes grave, for the
training camps were far different from the battlefields of Frarce.

The winter of 1917-18 was exceptionally severe and the Sunny
South where most of the troops of the Division were stationed was
not exempt from the chill and rain and snow. Khaki clothing did
not keep men from shivering in the strenuous outdoor work of the
intensive training period. Equipment was generally very scarce or
unobtainable. Machine guns were a minus quantity. Officers, how-
ever, found a way to instruct their men by rigging up rifles on saw-
horses. When the artillery regiments were without guns, tent pegs
driven in the ground served to indicate the cannon wheels for the in-
struction of recruits in standing gun drill. Concrete hand grenades
and dummy men stretched on frames for bayonetting helped bring
realism and skill to the doughboy in handling his weapons. All units
spent much time on rifle and pistol ranges. Gas drill, with the new
American masks, was introduced. Complete trench systems, planned
and laid out by engineers, were dug and occupied as in real warfare.
Much assistance was given by the officers and noncoms provided by
the Allied armies.

Practically every unit in the Division was brought up to its full
strength in February and March by the transfer of men from the
National Army camps and recruiting depots. Orders on methods
of boxing equipment and preparing baggage for shipment made all
believe that the day of departure was not far off. Rigid inspections
were held to see that the Division was ready for overseas service.

The Red Diamond was selected as the division insignia at the
suggestion of Major Charles A. Meals of the Quartermaster Corps,
who, on being told that the Division should have a distinctive emblem,
promptly suggested the “Ace of Diamonds, less the ace.” It was
approved by General McMahon and officially adopted in General
Order No. 2, January 18th, 1918. “The division insignia will be a red
diamond with a vertical diagonal of six inches and a horizontal diag-



54 History of the Fifth Division

onal of four inches in the center of which will be a two-inch figure
‘5’ in white.” After reaching France the “5” was removed from the
insignia. All units were instructed to have the red diamond painted
on their equipment for overseas shipment.

II

Inasmuch as the Fifth Division had never been assembled, its
movement overseas was piecemeal. On February 24th advance de-
tachments from the infantry and artillery brigades left their camps
to precede their organizations overseas—to provide billets and train-
ing areas and to attend schools in French methods of warfare. The
Advance School Detachments of the artillery brigade, consisting of
about fifty officers and 850 enlisted men, proceeded after arrival in
France via the Leviathan, the converted (German steamer Vaterland,
to Camp la Valdahon, where they took courses with French 75 and
155 millimeter guns. Upon completion of their courses the officers
and men acted as instructors in the camp school until their own bri-
gade arrived. Advance School Detachments of twenty-seven officers
and about fifty noncoms came from each infantry brigade, and went
at the same time to the infantry schools at Chatillon-sur-Seine.

The Seventh Engineers and Seventh Engineer Train were the
first units to receive orders to proceed to France. The Seventh
Engineers had been organized in May, 1917, from Companies E and
F of the First Engineers and were undergoing intensive engineer
training at Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas. The train had been formed
from the regiment in September. Orders for foreign service were
received February 28rd. The route to France was via Camp Mer-
ritt, Hoboken, Liverpool, Southampton and L.e Havre. The second
battalion sailed March 5th, arrived in France March 28rd and pro-
ceeded to Gievres, where it engaged in engineer depot construction and
operation, with considerable railroad work. The regimental head-
quarters, first battalion and train sailed March 15th, reached France
April 6th and was employed in the construction of hospitals, bar-
racks, warehouses and other structures in the divisional training
areas of the Department of Haute Marne.

About April 1st came the overseas orders for the major part
of the Division. General McMahon and the Division Surgeon and
Quartermaster, with detachments of enlisted men, had gone to Camp
Merritt, New Jersey, on March 26th, to arrange for the mobiliza-
tion of the Division at the embarkation camp. General McMahon
and Lieutenant Colonel Ingram, Chief of Staff, preceded the Divi-
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sion to France, arriving April 15th. On April 2nd Division Head-
quarters moved from Camp Logan to Camp Merritt. There were
assembled the Ninth and Tenth Infantry Brigades, the Ninth Field
Signal Battalion, the Thirteenth Machine Gun Battalion, Head-
quarters Troop, and Train Headquarters and Military Police. Sail-
ings began April 9th when the Sixth Infantry left for Brest. The
last of the assemblage had gone by April 80th. The Artillery Bri-
gade and Ammunition Train did not sail till the end of May, while
the Supply and Sanitary Trains brought up the rear by leaving the
States in June.

The journey overseas was accompllshed as a rule without in-
cident. Most all the troops sailed in convoys, guarded by cruisers
or destroyers. A few units traveled on boats that struck out across
the dangerous waters alone and unprotected. The Huron, on which
the Ninth Field Signal Battalion sailed, was rammed by another
ship of the convoy when two days out at sea and had to put back to
New York for repairs. Submarines were sighted by the convoy in
which Division Headquarters sailed, and there were exciting moments
while the destroyers darted here and there dropping depth bombs.
The U-boats were driven away without attacking the convoy. A
similar incident occurred with the Artillery Brigade’s convoy as it
neared the English coast in June.

The larger part of the Division landed at Liverpool. England
was wild over American troops and hailed them unreservedly as the
coming saviors of the Allied cause. For the first time most of the
men saw the English as a cordial, friendly people rather than as the
hereditary Tory enemy of Revolutionary days. By train the troops
crossed the beautiful green-clad hills and dales of England to South-
ampton, with a few days’ stop at the Winchester rest camps. Despite
the cheer of the English the American could feel the terrible pinch
of war, for food was dear and very scarce. The rough Channel cross-
ing was made to Le Havre. Other units came direct from New
York to the landing at Brest, St. Nazaire or Bordeaux.

The atmosphere of France was a shock after the cheer of Eng-
land. The famine of food was not apparent, but the awful effects
of four years of war close at hand had laid its pall on the people.
Everyone wore the funeral-air. Scarce a family but had been touched
by death of a son or brother or father in battle. Those days of
April and May were grave and menacing to the French, for the
Germans had launched their last great offensive that was to win or
lose the war.
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Division Headquarters were established at L.e Havre on May
1st, 1918. Thus the Fifth was the eighth combat division to arrive
in France, preceded only by the First, Twenty-sixth, Second, Forty-
second, Thirty-second, Third and Seventy-seventh. The Red Dia-
mond men were among the first 200,000 combat troops.

Bar-sur-Aube in the Department of Aube had been selected as
the training center for the Division. A few days at the so-called
“rest” camps of debarkation ports gave the men opportunity to recu-
perate from their sea voyage. Then came introduction to the French
railways with the box-car accommodations that have become familiar
and famous to every American soldier as the “Chevaux 8.” The
alleged capacity sign of “40 Hommes” made many a soldier sigh for
even the luxurious roominess of the old American “side-door Pull-

”»

man.

The Fourteenth Machine Gun Battalion arrived at Bar-sur-
Aube on April 26th and proceeded to the machine gun area south of
the city. The Sixth Infantry arrived on the 28th and went to Sou-
laines, north of Bar-sur-Aube, the area of the Tenth Brigade. The
Sixty-first Infantry was next to arrive on May 2nd, which with the
Ninth Infantry Brigade Headquarters was at Bligny. Division
Headquarters were set up in Bar-sur-Aube on May 4th. The Thir-
teenth Machine Gun Battalion and Sixtieth Infantry arrived the
same day. The mobilization was completed by the arrival of the
Eleventh Infantry and Tenth Brigade Headquarters on the 8th and
the Fifteenth Machine Gun Battalion on the 9th. Train Headquar-
ters did not arrive till the 17th and the Signal Battalion on the 22nd.

As each unit arrived it began immediately its intensive training
for the front. France was entirely new to the men of the Red Dia-
mond, vastly different from the homeland. There was a constant
reminder of the privations that the people were undergoing in the
high prices of every commodity and the extreme economies of the
natives. The sale of butter, milk and eggs was forbidden to the
American troops in order not to diminish the small supply available
for children and the sick and wounded. Nothing might be purchased
in French markets except for messes. The men in olive-drab learned
to respect the power of the almighty ticket-de-pain. Conservation
was the constant watchword and the longer the Americans remained
the more they felt the difference from the easy-going liberality of the
States. Even in military matters, the French instructors taught the
methods of fire which would save the largest amount of ammunition
and methods of construction that would mean the greatest economy
of material.
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The troops worked enthusiastically and learned rapidly. Pos-
sibly the new and delightful proximity of French cafés helped out.
About a hundred new officers were assigned to the Division on its
arrival in the area and assisted in instilling the newest methods of
war. The divisional area was a good hundred kilometers from the
front, yet there was ever danger from enemy airplanes. No lights
were displayed at night and care was taken to curtain all doors and
windows. It is said that men even looked to see that tell-tale streaks
of light did not escape through cracks in the roofs of the barns they
occupied in joint company with cows, pigs and chickens. Gas train-
ing became more realistic where there was lots of available material
for making practice cloud and projector attacks. Divisional schools
in machine gun, signaling and intelligence were established. Inas-
much as the Supply Train had not yet sailed for France it was nec-
essary to organize a provisional train to man the trucks that were
issued to the Division for the service of supply.

On May 18th, with the Tenth Brigade assembled in an open
field near Soulaines, the Sixth and Eleventh Infantry Regiments
were presented with a beautiful stand of national and regimental
colors, the gift of the granddaughter of the great Maréchal Mac-
Mahon. The presentation speech was made by the Marquis de
Dompierre, a direct descendant of the Duc de Rochambeau, who
fought for America in the War of the Revolution. A silver plate
attached to the standard bore the inscription:

“From the sons of the French champions for American liberty
to the American champions for France and Humanity.”



CuAPTER II
TRENCH WARFARE—FRAPELLE
I

QIFTER an inspection of the units of the Division
in the latter part of May by General Pershing,
the Commander-in-Chief of the American Ex-
peditionary Forces, the Fifth was declared ready
for introduction to the front. It was placed at
the disposal of the French for combatant service.
The Division passed from the administrative
control of the American Third Army Corps to
the First Corps. On May 81st Field Order No.
1 was issued preparatory to the move toward the front.

The Sixth Infantry, which had profited by its early arrival in
France and week’s extra training, and the Thirteenth Machine Gun
Battalion were detached from the Division and sent direct on June
1st to Pagny-sur-Meuse. There they went into reserve behind the
Twenty-sixth Division, then in line in the Toul sector. Reconnais-
sance parties visited the front line, but the Red Diamond organiza-
tion saw no action, and on June 14-15th they entrained to rejoin the
Division.

The Fifth Division was placed under the orders of the Thirty-
third Corps of the French Seventh Army, which was holding the ex-
treme southern portion of the front in Upper Alsace and the Vosges
Mountains. No American troops had as yet entered these sectors.
It was planned to give the Division further instruction, especially in
the weapons and methods of the trenches, and gradually introduce
them into the front line as their skill increased.

On the same day that the Sixth Infantry and Thirteenth Ma-
chine Gun Battalion departed northward the remainder of the Divi-
sion entrained for the Vosges. Division Headquarters were estab-
lished at Corcieux, but on the 7th were moved to Gerardmer, to be
with the headquarters of the Thirty-third Corps. Here the divisional
staff had opportunity to study the actual working of the French




60 History of the Fifth Division

headquarters. The' Division itself, with the Ninth Brigade, was
attached for its training to the French Seventieth Division. The
Sixtieth Infantry was billeted in Bruyeres and the Sixty-first at Ger-
ardmer. After a few days the Sixty-second Division (French) took
over the instruction of the Sixtieth Infantry. The Tenth Brigade,
minus Sixth Infantry, was attached to the Seventy-seventh Division
(French) and proceeded to Moosch, in the Wasserling area, the
sector joining the Gerardmer or Anould sector on the south.

With the exception of the Wasserling, the Anould sector was
the most rugged of the entire front. Stretching southward from a
point in the valley of the Fave River east of St. Die to near Munster,
Alsace, in the Fecht valley, over an extent of thirty kilometers, the
lines included some of the highest peaks of the Vosges. As a rule
the French trenches followed the crests of the ridges, passing over
the peaks of Tete de Violu and Tete de Faux. On Violu, the front
crossed from France into Alsace. From the top of Dansant de Fete
and from high points in the St. Die sector to the north, the enemy
had observation down the valley of the Meurthe, the valley of the
Fave and the valley leading down from the pass of Col de Ste. Marie.
As a rule, however, the French on the peaks and crests held the higher
ground and from some points could even see the plains of Alsace and
the Rhine. In the southern end of the sector where the line descended
east of the watershed the enemy held the higher ground.

The extremely mountainous character of this country, with its
deep raVines, steep slopes and thickly wooded ridges, made active
warfare practically impossible. There had been no change in the
line in over three and a half years. The mountain ridges were cut
by only three passes—Col de Ste. Marie on the north, Col de Bon-
homme near the middle and Col de Schlucht on the south—through
which led the only wagon roads to the front lines. Winding trails
took troops to trenches, strong points and observation posts.

The only activities of the sector were patrolling and raiding by
the infantry and occasional harassing fire by the artillery. Each side
knew the location of all roads and trenches very accurately; and in
case of attempted activity on the part of either side, roads and passes
were promptly subjected to heavy shelling so as to cut off reinforce-
ments and supplies. Trench warfare was here, therefore, practiced
in its most settled development. Trenches were permanent, rein-
forced with concrete, with deep and strong subterranean dugouts for
shelter of the occupying troops. Communication trenches, leading to
the French lines on the eastern slopes of the mountains, were often
under the observation of the enemy and had to be very deep; in some
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cases they became regular tunnels. Positions had been stationary
for so long that the camouflage was that of nature; observation posts,
battery positions and machine gun nests were overgrown and hidden
by moss, vines and bushes.

It was specialized trench warfare that the troops of the Fifth
Division were instructed in when they moved to the rear section of
the Anould area. For the first time the men worked with live hand
and rifle grenades. They were trained in the use of pyrotechnics and
learned just what rockets to use to call for an artillery barrage. They
were taught the principles of observation and camouflage and trench
construction. They learned the theory of raiding, of patrolling and
of counterattacking. Protection against and the use of gas, espe-
cially mustard, was emphasized.

The enthusiasm of the men of Red Diamond made an excellent
impression on the French commanders. In his instructions to the
French tutors, General LeConte of the Thirty-third Corps said,
“The Americans are filled with extreme good will and seem impatient
to get into contact with the Germans. It is fitting to utilize and to
keep up this good will and ardor, but it is necessary to enlighten our
new allies about the worth of the adversary that they are going to
fight and to make them understand that their own interests, as well
as the interests of all, demand that they acquire sufficient instruction
to face, without serious risk, our common enemy.” '

The instructors were officers and men from the French troops in
the area. The permanent sector troops were French Territorials, of
rather low morale and indifferent ability, well content to keep the
sector quiet and inactive. They were supplemented by troops sent
to the quiet sectors for rest after severe fighting on other parts of
the front. The Americans still clung to the idea that the rifle was
the main dependence in warfare, and pushed training with that arm
to the utmost, in addition to French specialties. Details of officers

- and noncommissioned officers were sent to the front lines of the St.
Die, Anould and Wasserling sectors, where they gained valuable
advance training in real opposition to the enemy.

A new General Staff was provided for the Fifth Division on
June 8th. Colonel Howard R. Hickok relieved Colonel Ingram as
Chief of Staff; Major Martin C. Shallenberger relieved Major Ran-
dolph as G-1; Major Herbert Parsons relieved Major Clendenin as
G-2, and Major John B. Barnes relieved Lieutenant Colonel* Smith
as G-8. The old staff officers reported to Langres for a course in the
Army General Staff College. Brigadier General Joseph C. Castner
had taken command of the Ninth Brigade on May 10th.
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II

By June 11th training had progressed so far that the Division
was placed at the disposal of the General Commanding the Twenty-
first Division (French) for the relief of the Seventieth Division.
Reconnaissances were carried out, the American officers accompany-
ing their French tutors. On June 12th the units started for the lines
and on the night of the 14th the first reliefs were carried out. The
Sixtieth Infantry, with headquarters at Ban-de-Laveline, on the
north, was joined to the Sixty-fourth French Territorials; the Sixty-
first Infantry, with headquarters at La Croix-aux-Mines, was as-
signed to the Ninety-third French Infantry; and the Eleventh In-
fantry, at Plainfaing, was joined to the 187th Territorials. Com-
mands were exercised by the French officers, with American officers
beside them. Combat groups were held by amalgamated units, half
French, half American.

The first casualties of the Division occurred on the night that the
first elements entered the trenches. As Company I of the Eleventh
Infantry was moving forward to the trenches, enemy shell-fire killed
Private Joseph Kanieski and seriously wounded Captain M. W.
Clark. The reliefs were all carried out with little or no disturbance.
At this time the enemy’s patrols were very active and controlled No
Man’s Land. Presence of the Americans was immediately discov-
ered and the Germans began attempts to weaken the morale of their
new opponents and to take advantage of their inexperience.

At 2 A. M. on June 17th a heavy bombardment, with a mustard
and phosgene gas attack, was launched against the Second Battalion
of the Sixtieth Infantry, just after it had entered the trenches near
Ban-de-Laveline. The shelling broke open a dugout where men of
Company G were sleeping, killing three, wounding three and gassing
twenty-four men. The French, however, suffered more heavily than
the Americans. An attack on two of the combat groups immediately
following the gas was quickly repulsed by vigorous machine gun and
rifle fire.

The combined forces of the Sixty-first Infantry and the Ninety-
third French Infantry undertook a raid on the German lines near:
Violu and la Cude. The attack was supported by artillery fire, but
proved unsuccessful. The enemy had withdrawn his front-line
troops beyond the objective of the raid. A counterattack by the
Germans was beaten off handily, with losses to the enemy. Accord-
ing to'the story of an Alsatian deserter taken later, all the partici-
pants in the German attack were awarded the Iron Cross of the
second class for resisting the ferocity of the American reception.
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The Sixth Infantry had rejoined the Division from Pagny-sur-
Meuse and entered the lines near Lac Noir and Lac Blanc on June
28rd. Company C’s First Sergeant, Charles W. Terhune, was taken
prisoner by a German patrol one black night. The enemy again
tried raids against combat groups of the Sixtieth and the Eleventh
Infantry on June 26th. The Germans were equipped with liquid
fire, high-explosive, grenades and other apparatus; but they failed.
In their retreat they left most of their weapons behind. Our men
suffered no casualties and Lieutenant Charles H. Eypper, the com-
mander of one of the groups of the Sixtieth, received high commenda-
tion from the French for the skill with which he had handled his de-
fense. Next night the Germans again attempted a raid against the
Sixty-first, with artillery support. The French who occupied that
vicinity with us withdrew, but a corporal and twelve men of Company
L remained and successfully repulsed the raid. The enemy party of
over fifty men was forced to retire, leaving behind their dead leader.
The German artillery fire had killed four and wounded two of our
men.

One black night a lone sentinel in an outpost trench heard sounds
in front that he knew to be made by Germans. Hastily seizing a
hand grenade he threw it up over the top of the trench at the foe.
But he had forgotten the band of wire netting along the rampart of
the trench that the French had put up to prevent the Boche from
hurling missiles down on the occupants. The grenade struck the wire
and bounced back in rear of the trench. The man was sure now that
he was being attacked, for he heard the explosion behind him. He
grabbed half a dozen grenades and let them fly. They exploded be-
hind, and even in the trench beside him. Panic-stricken he auto-
matically hurled grenade after grenade, thinking he was in the midst
of a fierce assault. Doubtless he would have exhausted the entire
stock of munitions had not one of the bombs struck him and wounded
him to unconsciousness.

Gradually our troops took over more and more of the line.
French and American units were separated as the latter became
. acquainted with the trenches, and the American officers assumed
command of their own organizations. On July 8rd and 4th the
Ninth Infantry Brigade turned its portion of the sector, Groupement
Nord, over to the French again and marched back to the Arches area
south of Epinal for further training.

The Sixth and Eleventh Infantry remained in the southern half
of the sector and about July 1st were entrusted with the command.
Colonel Winans was in command of Subsector Des Lacs with his
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regiment, the Sixth Infantry. Colonel Bennet, with one battalion of
his regiment, the Eleventh Infantry, and two battalions of French
troops attached, commanded Subsector Gaschney. Lieutenant Col-
onel R. J. Binford, with one battalion of the Eleventh Infantry and
one battalion of French infantry attached, commanded Subsector
Bichstein. Brigadier General Gordon was in supreme command of
the three subsectors, constituting together Groupement Sud of the
Anould Sector. This command was retained until July 15th, when
the brigade was relieved to go to the St. Die Sector.

The Seventh Engineers joined the Division on June 80th and
began training at Le Tholy. On July 8th the second battalion and
Company C proceeded to Subsector Des Lacs, Alsace, to work on
front-line shelters, dugouts, barracks and roads. As the Fifth Divi-
sion had beén the first American troops to operate in German terri-
tory, so were the Seventh Engineers the first American engineers to
enter Germany. '

This several weeks’ occupation of the trenches, with constant
patrolling of No Man’s Land and frequent sharp encounters with the
enemy, had benefited the Division. The men had developed esprit-
de-corps and their morale was high. The troops were ready for the
next step in their training, the taking over of a divisional sector. Be-
fore the Ninth Brigade departed from the Anould area, General
Dauvin of the Twenty-first Division had addressed a letter to Gen-
eral McMahon as follows:

“Now that the Ninth American Brigade is about to be relieved
to commence instruction, it affords me pleasure to advise you that
this brigade has made a very good impression by its attitude, its
dash, its warlike spirit and the excellent relation of comradeship
which it has maintained with the French troops. I would appreciate
it if you would extend my compliments to the Commanding General,
Ninth Brigade, and to his unit commanders.”

III

On July 15th the Fifth Division moved to the St. Die Sector.
The Ninth Brigade proceeded from its training area in the Arches
district and the Tenth Brigade came direct from its positions in the
Anould Sector. Relief of the French troops was completed on July
16th and at 10 a. M. of July 19th command of the sector passed from
General Gerard of the Sixty-second French Division to General
McMahon of the Fifth. Division Headquarters were at St. Die and
the Red Diamond was on its own resources and responsibilities in
defending the lines.
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The St. Die Sector lay to the west of the high mountains, and
accordingly was not so hilly as the Anould Sector. It covered an
extent of about twenty-five kilometer front, reaching from the hills
on the north of the Plaine River valley to the valley of the Fave on
the south. In addition to the Plaine and the Fave, the sector was
pierced near the center by the Rabodeau. These three rivers flowed
westward to the Meurthe. The sector was more important than the
Anould, for its valleys offered a possible means of approach for an
enemy army. The Germans had come through the Fave valley in
1914 and occupied St. Die for seventeen days, even penetrating
about twenty kilometers west of the town. After considerable hard
fighting in the early part of the war, however, the sector had settled
down to a quiet front. The activities were about the same as in the
Anould.

There was good observation of the enemy lines except where
they lay in woods. From the posts on high Mont d’Ormont, which
separated St. Die from the lines, our observers looked down on the
enemy'’s trenches in the Fave valley and northward through the Ban-
de-Sapt to the valley of the Rabodeau, a distance of fifteen kilo-
meters. From the heights north of the Rabodeau there was observa-
tion southward to Ormont and northward to the Plaine valley. On
the other hand, from the conical peak of Ortomont the enemy had
full view of the lines in Ban-de-Sapt and could see the back areas in
the Meurthe valley. The French had many times attempted to take
this Gibraltar, but in vain. Their last attempt had cost thousands of
lives. From the higher crests in his rear lines the Hun had observa-
tion of the streets of St. Die itself; the bridge across the Meurthe in
the main street had been camouflaged to protect its traffic from Ger-
man eyes. From his posts in the upper Plaine valley the enemy
looked down on the occupied manufacturing town of Celles and
could even see our trains in Raon I’Etape and the distant city of
Luneville.

The Ninth Brigade on July 14th took over the northern half of
the sector, relieving the 279th French Regiment and also assuming
command of the 187th French Regiment which was holding the
northern side of the Plaine valley, the dividing line between the
French Seventh and Eighth Armies and next to the Baccarat Sector.
The Sixtieth Infantry went into the subsector ravines, including the
lines through the heavily wooded, rough area between the Plaine and
the Rabodeau. The Sixty-first around Moyenmoutier went into the
subsector on either side of the Rabodeau. The Tenth Brigade held
the southern half of the sector. On the left, south of the Sixty-first,
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the Eleventh Infantry went into the Ban-de-Sapt subsector. The
Sixth Infantry took over the lines in Bois d’Ormont. The Twenty-
fifth French Territorials held the Fave valley at first, but it was taken
over by the Sixth Infantry in August.

As in the Anould Sector, when our troops first entered the lines,
the Germans controlled No Man’s Land. At all points they exer-
cised supremacy of the air. Boche airplanes were constantly over
our lines searching out posts of command and hidden strong points,
firing on our troops with machine guns and directing the adjustment
of their own artillery. Sausage balloons in their back areas rendered
visible practically all American daylight activities.

From the outset the troops displayed their courage and vigor
in carrying the war to the Boche. They seized the initiative and
shortly after going into the sector controlled No Man’s Land.
Patrols were active both night and day. Engineers accompanied the
excursions and blew up wire and strongpoints with special torpedoes.
The scout platoons organized in the Anould Sector became the main
dependence of the Intelligence Section for knowledge of the enemy.
The map of the sector was practically remade due to the efforts of
the scouts. One remarkably bold and nervy patrol, consisting of five
enlisted men of the Sixty-first Infantry, led by Captain Alexander
N. Stark, penetrated into the German third-line trenches in open
day, killed three German soldiers and then escaped under heavy rifle
and machine gun fire. One man of the patrol was killed and another
wounded.

Although several Alsatian deserters had been received, the first
actual prisoner taken by the Division was a wounded German ser-
geant, captured by a patrol from Company I, Eleventh Infantry,
early on July 23rd, in the deserted village of Launois in No Man’s
Land. On July 27th a patrol of Company A, Sixth Infantry, came
upon an enemy patrol in the village of Frapelle, in the Fave valley.
The members of the patrol exhibited great bravery in the sharp fight
that ensued. The leader, Captain Robert M. Graham, and Private
Albert L. Whitlow were killed. The remaining members succeeded
in beating off the Boche patrol and regained the lines with their cap-
tain’s body. On the night of July 80th, while going to the rescue of
one of his men who had been wounded on a patrol beyond the Ger-
man lines, Captain Hayden P. Mayers of the Sixty-first was killed
by the enemy. Second Lieutenant Frank H. M. Cash of the Sixty-
first was mortally wounded in a clash between patrols on August 1st
and on the 12th Second Lieutenant Karl S. McComb of the Sixtieth
was killed. '
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Sniping was developed very successfully. When the Division
entered the lines the enemy was wont to show himself unmolested on
roads and in fields behind his lines. But by August not a Boche
could show himself with safety. Even Germans masquerading as
women were driven off the roads by our marksmen. Hungry Huns
attempting to reach their cabbage and vegetable gardens by crawling
on hands and knees were often forced to scuttle to some protecting
shelter by our snipers or machine guns turned on sensitive points.
Captain Doe of the Fifteenth would set up his machine guns at some
favorable position, fire effectively on the Boche, then move to another
location and enjoy seeing the enemy pour their fire into his old
deserted emplacement. Major Mahin rigged up several batteries of
dummy guns, with rather noticeable camouflage; the Germans fell
for the ruse and shelled the positions regularly, finally destroying the
stove-pipe cannon. Enemy avions were not allowed to sweep our
lines in peace. Company D, Fourteenth Machine Gun Battalion,
secured the record of shooting down the first airplane destroyed in
the Thirty-third Corps. No Man’s Land was Our Land, and new
barbed wire was being constantly put in place to keep off the oppos-
ing patrols.

First units of the Artillery Brigade joined the Division on July
28th. Since its coming to France in June, the Fifth Field Artillery
Brigade and Ammunition Train had been in training at La Valda-
hon, & French district camp near the Swiss Border. Our regiments
had made a record by completing their courses in four weeks and

 wound up their stay at the training center by staging a very success-
ful brigade firing problem. By August 4th all the batteries and the
train had arrived in the St. Die area. At 10 a. M. of August 8th,
Brigadier General Flagler took over command of the sector artillery.
The Nineteenth Field Artillery, equipped with 75-millimeter guns,
covered the area of the Ninth Brigade, second battalion with the
Sixtieth Infantry and first battalion with the Sixty-first. The
Twentieth Field Artillery, also 75-millimeter, placed its second
battalion with the Eleventh Infantry and first battalion with the
Sixth. The three battalions of the Twenty-first Field Artillery, with
155-millimeter howitzers, were grouped so as to cover the whole
sector. In addition to the three American regiments and the Fifth
Trench Mortar Battery, General Flagler took over forty-three
French batteries. The artillery immediately began its normal work.
The light 75’s prepared for barrage and harassing fire and the heavy
155’s did counterbattery, interdiction and harassing fire.
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The active patrolling and raiding grew continually bolder and
stronger as the men became experienced in the trenches. The artil-
lery took advantage of its first opportunity to fire on real targets by
carrying out daily adjustments and by fire on the roads, fortified
points and enemy troops whenever occasion permitted. The Boche
decided that a drive was being prepared. Reinforcements began
moving into the sector to resist the impending operation. In turn,
the Division was led to believe that the Germans were preparing an
assault. The feeling grew intense. At night the wired-in combat
groups in our front lines could hear the enemy, often not a hundred
yards away, at his activities. They heard the rattling of the minen-
werfers as they were pulled into position from the rear. They heard
the gutteral voices of the crews and the booms as the projectiles were
started on their way across No Man’s Land. As morning came they
heard the sounds of the enemy returning his guns to their places of
concealment in the rear.

IV

The Division was booked for its first real engagement. Pur-
suant to Seventh Army orders (French), the Thjrty-third Corps
(French) gave the Fifth Division the mission of capturing the village
of Frapelle and Hill 451, just north of the town. Frapelle, on the
northern edge of the Fave valley, lay nine kilometers east of St. Die.
At this point the enemy’s lines formed a salient in our system, so that
the town and the height above it afforded a possible jumping-off point
for an offensive up the valley toward St. Die.

The Commanding General of the Tenth Brigade was designated
to carry out the operation and he in turn assigned the mission to the
third battalion of the Sixth Infantry. Two platoons of Company A,
Seventh Engineers; the Thirteenth Machine Gun Battalion; detach-
ments of the Ninth Field Signal Battalion; the artillery of the sector,
both American and French; a company of French sector machine
guns; and Company A, Eleventh Infantry, as labor troops, were
placed under the command of General Gordon as auxiliary troops.
Detailed plans for the attack, for the organization of the conquered
terrain and its subsequent occupation, for liaison, evacuation and
supply, and complete plans for artillery and machine gun support
were prepared.

On the evening of August 16th all was in readiness. Lieutenant
Colonel Norton of the Sixth Infantry had personal command of the
operation. Captain Leonard placed his attacking battalion, with its
attached machine gun company, B of the Fifteenth, and one-pounder
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and Stokes Mortar sections, just behind the lines at Charmont, a
kilometer west of Frapelle. Major Peyton had the second battalion
of the Sixth Infantry at Nayemont, four kilometers directly west of
Frapelle and Major Huddleson placed his first battalion at Vanifoss
on the Fave, four kilometers southwest of the town. Thirty-six bat-
teries had moved up to concealed emplacements more favorable to
fire on the area of attack, and the Ammunition Train had worked
diligently to bring up enough ammunition to meet any emergency.
A detachment of the Ninety-ninth American Aero Squadron was
detailed to give supremacy over the Boche avions. “H” hour was 4
A. M. of August 17th.

At 8:54 A. M. the artillery opened up on the enemy’s lines with
a heavy barrage. For ten minutes the rain of high-explosive and
gas poured on the town of Frapelle and Hill 451, on the Hun
trenches and on every known enemy battery. Battery A of the Nine-
teenth Field Artillery had trouble with one of the lights that served
as an aiming point. Private Louis Birtz went out in front of his gun
and held lighted matches up for the gunner to sight the piece. All
through the barrage he lay there with his own 75’s firing just over
him and with enemy shells bursting near, saturating the place with
gas. The Thirteenth Machine Gun Battalion and the French Com-
pany laid a barrage on the exits and streets of the town. Three path-
ways for the attack were cut through the wire by the Fifth Trench
Mortar Battery. At four the bombardment changed to a box bar-
rage, smoke shells were thrown into enemy observatories, and behind
the curtain of shell the infantry went over the top.

Companies L and M led the assault while I and K occupied the
trenches from which the former departed. Companies A and C were
held in support. Each assaulting company was deployed in four
waves and had “moppers-up” of engineers and infantry. A platoon
of machine guns accompanied each company in its advance.

Evidently the enemy was prepared for the attack, for his
counter-barrage came down upon the departure trench at exactly
4:06 A. M. and caught the second, third and fourth waves. With con-
siderable losses the troops pressed through the heavy and accurate
barrage toward their objectives. Company M encountered a heavy
machine gun barrage on Hill 451 and was held up for a time. The
lines were re-formed, the enemy was rushed and the height was won.
Company L advanced without serious opposition and occupied
Frapelle. With the aid of the engineers enemy shelters were blown
up and dugouts and houses searched. The Germans had withdrawn
their lines beyond the objective, leaving only two small posts in front.
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Two prisoners were taken from one of these posts, captured by the
accompanying platoon of Company B, Fifteenth Machine Gun
Battalion. The two occupants of the other post were killed in the
assault.

No sooner had the troops gained their objectives than the Ger-
man artillery was turned on Frapelle and Hill 451. At 6:80 a. M.
the deluge of fire began, which lasted with varying intensity for three
days and nights. The men of the Signal Battalion had carried their
telephones and wire over the top in the first assault waves, to estab-
lish communication to the rear from the forward command posts. So
continuous was the shelling that the telephone lines had to be aban-
doned. All the Boche artillery in the sector seemed to be firing on’
the newly-won territory. Back areas were also shelled. Large quan-
tities of gas were used, with concentration of mustard. The wooded
areas, overgrown with thick underbrush and filled with depressions,
were drenched with fumes. Our troops stayed in Frapelle, however,
exactly as planned, thinned out according to schedule as soon as the
new positions were securely organized. There were very few gas
casualties in Frapelle, although several men were gassed when reliefs
and working parties had to pass through the deep ravines and valleys
leading across what had been No Man’s Land. These valleys were
the only possible lines of communication and they were full of mus-
tard gas all the time.

The work of wiring-in began as soon as the positions were occu-
pied and continued steadily under the supervision of Companies A
and B, Seventh Engineers, despite the continuous artillery fire. Gas
overcame many of the parties working at night on the entanglements
and the trenches. :

On the 18th the enemy attempted a counterattack. It was
promptly broken up by our rifle and automatic rifle fire before it was
well started. Our heavy artillery was devoted to neutralizing the
enemy batteries, and with the aid of the airplanes destroyed one posi-
tion completely. A Boche railroad engine was blown clear off its
track by another battery of the Twenty-first. Despite enemy fire
and attacks our troops held all their gains firmly, and by the 20th
had their new positions consolidated. The valley of the Fave was
wired and closed to the enemy.

Frapelle was the first operation of any kind that the Division
had engaged in, and the men went through it splendidly, like veteran
troops. They had advanced undaunted in the face of an intense and
accurate barrage and then remained in the new positions subjected
for three days and nights to constant artillery fire and continuous
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danger from gas. The casualties were rather severe, amounting to
sixteen per cent of the troops engaged, besides many slight cases of
gassing that were not reported to the Division Surgeon. Among
officers there were: One, First Lieutenant Louis A. Freeman, of the
Sixth, died of wounds; five severely wounded and nineteen slightly
wounded. Enlisted casualties were: 81 killed, 4 died of wounds, 13
missing, 75 severely wounded and 218 slightly wounded. Over one
hundred and fifty of the wounded were gas cases, not so serious but
that the men were back on duty in a week or two.

The operation, although a minor one, received considerable com-
ment in the French and American press. It was the only change
that had taken place on this front in three years. The loss of F'ra-
pelle even occasioned some disturbance in the German high command,
for in their official communique of August 18th was the statement:

“Army Group of Duke Albrecht—In the Vosges our advanced
posts along the Fave as far as Frapelle withdrew according to order
under a hostile attack.”

Praise for the ability and bravery shown by the Fifth Division
in its operation was given by General de Boussoudy, commanding
the Seventh French Army, in a letter to General McMahon: “The
American Fifth Division carried out yesterday its first operation of
the war. It penetrated far into the enemy defenses, quickly attained
its objectives, and holds them securely. I extend my sincerest con-
gratulations to you personally for the manner in which the operation
was planned and staged. I request you to congratulate for me the
troops who participated in the attack. This operation is a fitting fare-
well from the gallant Fifth Division to its French comrades upon its
departure.” :

This message was published to the command in General Orders,
along with the Commanding General’s own appreciation of the work
of the Division, as follows:

“The Division Commander desires to express his deep appreci-
ation of the courage, dash and fortitude shown by the officers and men
in the attack on the Frapelle position and the subsequent occupation
of the line. All ranks engaged gave evidence of a soldierly bearing
which augurs well for the future success of the Division when engaged
in more important operations.

“Whatever credit may be attributed to the higher command for
the success of the operation rightfully belongs to Brigadier General
W. H. Gordon, commanding the Tenth Brigade, who was in direct
charge of the preparation and execution of the attack. Individual
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acts of courage and gallantry will be published to the command in
later orders.”

On August 20th orders came from the Thirty-third Corps
(French) for the relief of the Division. The Ninety-second (col-
ored) Division had arrived to enter the lines under French tutelage.
The Fifth was to proceed to the Arches area above Epinal for rest
and further training. Reliefs were begun on the night of the 20th and
completed by the 26th. Commmand of the sector passed to the Gen-
eral commanding the Eighty-seventh Division (French) at 9 A. M. of
the 238rd.

General LeConte of the Thirty-third Corps bade farewell to the
men of the Red Diamond in a letter to General McMahon:

“Now that the gallant division which you command is leaving
the Gerardmer sector, where it arrived three months ago, I express
my profound gratitude for the very loyal support that your troops
and you have given us in the role which we are entrusted to play for
the time being on the Vosges front.

“A few days ago in a local operation which was perfectly con-
ceived and energetically conducted and whose objectives were accom-
plished despite violent and prolonged counter activity of the enemy,
your regiments and you proved what mettle higher authority may
expect to find in you, perhaps within a short period.

“I wish also to call particular attention to the affecting cordiality
that has at all times characterized the daily intercourse of the staff
and troops of the Fifth Division and the Thirty-third Army Corps.
This ever present cordiality has enabled us completely to overcome
the difficulties that inevitably result from differences in organization
and language. 'We are marching together towards our goal in com-
plete agreement of sentiment and thought that will facilitate and as-
sure our arrival there.

“It is in this spirit that I request you to inform the officers and
troops under your command of my entire satisfaction with them and
to express to them with my thanks all my good wishes for their pros-
perity and glory.”

Division Headquarters was at Arches from August 28rd to 29th.
General Gordon was promoted here to Major General and left the
Tenth Brigade to take command of the Sixth Division. He was suc-
ceeded by Colonel Paul B. Malone, who came from the command of
the Twenty-third Infantry of the Second Division that had fought
in the Chateau-Thierry operations and in the Aisne-Marne offensive,
between Soissons and Rheims. Colonel Hickok, Chief of Staff, had
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been promoted to Brigadier General. Colonel C. A. Trott became
Chief of Staff on July 24th.

The first two days in the Arches area were given the troops for
rest, cleaning up and issuing new equipment. It had been a strenu-
ous two months in the trenches. Replacements of men and animals
were received. Training was started to fit the men for movement
warfare. Close-order drill was employed to restore the discipline
that had tended to become lax at the front. Schools in gas, liaison,
machine gun, mortar and rifle firing were opened. Terrain prob-
lems for companies and battalions were planned.
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ENLISTED MEN KILLED IN ACTION
ANOULD SECTOR

SIXTIETH INFANTRY

*Pvt. John Butero, Co. G. *Pvt. Thomas Marallo, Co. G.
Pvt. David Fannick, Co. G. Pvt. James F. Mungavin, Co. G.
Pvt. Harry Levan, Co. G. *Pfc. John Ostrowski, Co. G.

Corp. Bennie Miller, Co. H.

SIXTY-FIRST INFANTRY

Pvt. Tony Cimino, Co. L. Pvt. Antonio Wolpi, Co. L.

Pvt. Elzie H. Moore, Co. L. Pvt. Morris Keronsky, Co. M.
Pvt. Alpio Souppo, Co. L. Corp. John J. Simcoe, Co. M.
*Pvt. William Upton, Co. L. Pvt. Richard J. Weise, Co. M.

*Pvt. John Wilson, Co. M. <

SIXTH INFANTRY
*Pvt. Jesse B. Emmons, Co. A. Pvt. James H. Poe, Co. B.

ELEVENTH INFANTRY

Pvt. Corwin Reese, Hq. Co. *Pvt. Oscar W. Zuelsdorf, Co. C.
*Sgt. Homer Earl, Co. A. Cook Albert Eichelberger, Co. F.
Pvt. Joseph Kanieski, Co. I.

FIFTEENTH MACHINE GUN BATTALION
Pvt. John J. Mullen, Co. A.

(*) Died of wounds.
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ENLISTED MEN KILLED IN ACTION
ST. DIE SECTOR

SIXTIETH INFANTRY

*Sgt. John Marshall, Co. C. Pvt. Marion Stankowicz, Co. E.
Pvt. Charles L. Ackley, Co. H.

SIXTY-FIRST INFANTRY

Pvt. Oscar S. Mitchell, M. G. Co. Pvt. Charles E. Cummings, Co. G.
*Pvt. John Androzeiviez, Co. C. Pvt. Timothy O’Meara, Co. G.
*Pvt. Terenty Werbicky, Co. C. Pfc. Walter E. Smith, Co. G.

Pvt. Archie Watkins, Co. F. Pvt. Daniel J. Wanzie, Co. 1.

SIXTH INFANTRY

Pvt. Frederick Morris, M. G. Co. Pvt. Walter W. Brandt, Co. L.
Pvt. Albert L. Whitlow, Co. A. *Pvt. Gentry Nesbest, Co. M.
Pvt. James D. McCarthy, Co. B. : Pvt. Frank Zoltowski, Med. Det.

ELEVENTH INFANTRY

*Pfc. Herbert Wilson, M. G. Co. Pvt. William Taylor, Co. A.
Pvt. Daniel Stoever, Co. A. Pvt. Oscar H. Reynolds, Co. H.
1st Sgt. Robert W. Yazell, Co. H.

NINETEENTH FIELD ARTILLERY
*Pvt. Howard S. Riseing, Battery B.

(*) Died of wounds.
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ENLISTED MEN KILLED IN ACTION
FRAPELLE OPERATION

SIXTH INFANTRY

Pvt. Ambers Sapp. Hq. Co. Pvt. John S. Pelfrey, Co. L.
Bug. Richard O. Wagner, M. G. Co. Pvt. William H. Brooks, Co. M.
Sgt. Thomas D. Applewhite, Co. A. Pvt. George P. Coop, Co. M.
Pvt. Eura Boitnott, Co. A. Pvt. John S. Doty, Co. M.

Pvt. William A. Robins, Co. A. Pvt. Cornelius Fredericks, Co. M.
Pvt. Willam R. Cotton, Co. L. Sgt. Wallace Green, Co. M.

Pvt. Curtis Littleton, Co. M.

FIFTEENTH MACHINE GUN BATTALION

Pvt. Anton S. Blazek, Co. B. *Pvt. Charles Palermo, Co. B.
Pfc. Robert L. Gee, Co. B. Pvt. Clarence Prunty, Co. B.
Pvt. James D. McDonald, Co. B. Pvt. Herman E. Rennie, Co. B.

Pvt. William H. Weitzel, Co. B.

SEVENTH ENGINEERS

Pfc. Giuseppe Alberalle Pvt. Charles E. Germain
*Pvt. Carl J. Boyer Pfc. Charles T. Sampson
*Pfc. Herbert I. Wilson
THIRTEENTH MACHINE GUN BATTALION
Pvt. Thomas M. Hayden, Co. A.

FIFTH SANITARY TRAIN

Sgt. Clement E. Diefenthal Pfc. George H. Kuhn
Pvt. Joseph W. Green Pvt. Otto E. Kintzi
Pvt. John J. I.. Mooney

(*) Died of wounds.
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BATTALION AND HIGHER COMMANDERS IN FIFTH DIVISION

IN ANOULD AND ST. DIE SECTORS

Major General John E. McMahon, Commanding Division.
First Lieutenant Leslie W. Devereux, Aide de Camp.

GENERAL STAFF

Colonel Howard R. Hickok, Chief of Staff to July 18th.

Lieutenant Colonel Robert G. Peck, Acting Chief of Staff July 19th to 23d.
Colonel Clement A. Trott, Chief of Staff from July 24th.

Major Martin C. Shallenberger, Assistant Chief of Staff, G-1.

Major Herbert Parsons, Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2.

Major John B. Barnes, Assistant Chief of Staff, G-8.

PRINCIPAL STAFF OFFICERS

Colonel Robert H. Pierson, Division Surgeon.

Lieutenant Colonel Gilbert M. Allen, Division Machine Gun Officer.
Lieutenant Colonel Ward Dabney, Division Quartermaster.
Lieutenant Colonel Robert G. Peck, Division Inspector.

Major P. James Cosgrave, Division Judge Advocate.

Major Thomas G. Hayes, Division Ordnance Officer.

Major Charles F. Leonard, Division Signal Officer.

Major David P. Wood, Division Adjutant.

First Lieutenant A. M. Fisher, Division Gas Officer.

First Lieutenant Thomas A. Knight, Secretary to General Staff.

NINTH INFANTRY BRIGADE

Brigadier General Joseph C. Castner, Commanding Brigade.

First Lieutenant Frank M. Smith, Aide de Camp.

Second Lieutenant Rowland H. Peacock, Aide de Camp.
Lieutenant Colonel R. McC. Beck, Brigade Adjutant to July 17th.
Major James D. Rivet, Brigade Adjutant from July 18th.

SIXTIETH INFANTRY

Colonel Douglas Settle, Commanding regiment to July 30th.

Lieutenant Colonel Bertram P. Johnson, Commanding regiment July 81st to August 17th.
Lieutenant Colonel Vernon W. Boller, Commanding regiment from August 18th.

Captain Matthew A. Palen, Commanding first battalion to August 11th.

Captain Robert B. Lorch, Commanding first battalion from August 12th to 18th.

Captain Charles W. Jones, Commanding first battalion from August 19th.

Major Vernon W. Boller, Commanding second battalion to August 17th.

Major Willlam E. Morehouse, Commanding second battalion from August 18th.
Lieutenant Colonel Bertram P. Johnson, Commanding third battalion to July 6th.

Major Lee D. Davis, Commanding third battalion from July 7th.

SIXTY-FIRST INFANTRY

Colonel Hugh D. Wise, Commanding regiment.

Major Walter F. L. Hartigan, Commanding first battalion to August 4th.
Captain Lawrence B. Glasgow, Commanding first battalion, August 5th to 19th.
Major Donald Henley, Commanding first battalion from August 20th.

Major Charles C. Bankhead, Commanding second battalion.

Major John J. Burleigh, Commanding third battalion to August 2nd.

Major Lowe A. McClure, Commanding third battalion from August 8rd.

FOURTEENTH MACHINE GUN BATTALION

Major Frederick A. Barker, Commanding battalion to August 10th.
Major Jens A. Doe, Commanding battalion from August 11th.
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TENTH INFANTRY BRIGADE

Brigadier General Walter H. Gordon, Commanding brigade.
First Lieutenant Joseph H. Hinwood, Jr., Aide de Camp.
First Lieutenant Malcolm H. Ivy, Aide de Camp.

Captain George H. van de Steeg, Brigade Adjutant.

SIXTH INFANTRY

Colonel Edwin A. Winans, Commanding regiment to July 11th.

Lieutenant Colonel E. M. Norton, Commanding regiment July 12th to August 14th.
Colonel Henry J. Hunt, Commanding regiment from August 15th.

Major George H. Huddleson, Commanding first battalion.

Major Philip B. Peyton, Commanding second battalion.

Major R. A. Jones, Commanding third battalion to July 7th.

Major Courtney H. Hodges, Commanding third battalion July 8th to August 11th.
Major John W. Leonard, Commanding third battalion from August 12th.

ELEVENTH INFANTRY

Colonel John B. Bennet, Commanding regiment.

Major Everett D. Barlow, Commanding first battalion to July 1st.

Major Frank C. Mahin, Commanding first battalion from July 2nd.

Major John H. Muncaster, Commanding second battalion from June 20th.
Major Ralph W. Kingman, Commanding third battalion to June 27th.
Major Everett D. Barlow, Commanding third battalion from July 1st.

FIFTEENTH MACHINE GUN BATTALION

Major John H. Muncaster, Commanding battalion to June 19th.
Captain Jens A. Doe, Commanding battalion June 20th to August 10th.
Major W. M. Grimes, Commanding battalion from August 11th.

FIFTH FIELD ARTILLE:.RY BRIGADE

Brigadier General Clement A. F. Flagler, Commanding brigade.
First Lieutenant Jackson A. Boyd, Aide de Camp.

Second Lieutenant Howard F. Fletcher, Aide de Camp.

Major John Magruder, Brigade Adjutant.

NINETEENTH FIELD ARTILLERY

Colonel Conrad H. Lanza, Commanding regiment to August 21st.

Lieutenant Colonel C. P. Hollingsworth, Commanding regiment from August 22nd.
Major Robert S. Donaldson, Commanding first battalion to August 8th.

Major Herman Beukema, Commanding first battalion from August 9th.

Major Karl C. Greenwald, Commanding second battalion to August 8th.

Major Walter S. Winton, Commanding second battalion August 9th to 17th.

Major John S. MacTaggart, Commanding second battalion from August 18th.

TWENTIETH FIELD ARTILLERY

Colonel Brook Payne, Commanding regiment.

Major R. C. Batson, Commanding first battalion to August 4th.
Major Cuyler L. Clark, Commanding first battalion from August 5th.
Meajor George L. Miller, Commanding second battalion.

TWENTY-FIRST FIELD ARTILLERY

Colonel Richard H. McMaster, Commanding regiment.

Major George A. Seaman, Commanding first battalion to August 10th.
Major John H. Wallace, Commanding first battalion from August 11th,
Major Jean A. Jeancon, Commanding second battalion.

Major Clyde A. Selleck, Commanding third battalion.
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SEVENTH ENGINEERS

Colonel Lewis M. Adams, Commanding regiment.

Major Oscar O. Kuentz, Commanding first battalion.

Major Earl E. Gesler, Commanding second battalion to July lst.

Major Thomas D. Finley, Comanding second battalion July 2nd to August 12th.
Major Willis E. Teale, Commanding second battalion from August 18th.

First Lieutenant Peter Murphy, Commanding train.

THIRTEENTH MACHINE GUN BATTALION

Major Gilbert M. Allen, Commanding battalion to July 4th.
Major Walton H. Walker, Commanding battalion from July &th.

NINTH FIELD SIGNAL BATTALION
Major Henry W. Hall, Commanding battalion.

HEADQUARTERS TROOP

Captain Lovejoy Newton, Commanding troop to July 1st.
Captain Eugene M. Thomasson, Comanding troop from July 2nd.

FIFTH DIVISION TRAINS

Colonel William M. Morrow, Commanding trains to June 29th.
Major Oral E. Clark, Commanding trains June 80th to July 21st.
Lieutenant Colonel Harry E. Comstock, Commanding trains from July 22nd.

FIFTH SUPPLY TRAIN

Captain Taylor Belcher, Commanding train to July 21st.
Major Oral E. Clark, Commanding train from July 22nd.

FIFTH AMMUNITION TRAIN

Lieutenant Colonel Harry E. Comstock, Commanding train to July 21st.
Lieutenant Colonel R. John West, Commanding train from July 22nd.

Major S. A. Campbell, Commanding motor battalion to July 24th.

Major Frederick A. Barker, Commanding motor battalion from August 10th.
Major R. John West, Commanding horsed battalion to July -22nd.

Captain Raymond Dickson, Commanding horsed battalion from July 23rd.

FIFTH SANITARY TRAIN

Major Albert Pfeiffer, Commanding train to June 20th.

Lieutenant Colonel Carey J. Vaux, Commanding train from June 21st.
Captain Samuel Hamilton, Jr., Director Field Hospitals to June 19th.
Major Albert Pfeiffer, Director of Field Hospitals June 20th to July 2nd.
Major Dana W. Drury, Director of Field Hospitals from July 8rd.

Major John I. Robison, Director of Ambulance Companies.

FIFTH MILITARY POLICE
Major William H. Gill, Commanding battalion.






CHAPTER ‘III
THE ST. MIHIEL OPERATION
I

N August 28th came the first of the orders that
brought the Fifth Division to participate in- the
first all-American operation of the war. In
August and early September the American First
Army was being organized. Its first mission
was to be the reduction of the St. Mihiel salient—
that wedge in the line between Verdun and Pont-
a-Mousson with its apex at St. Mihiel, a spear-
head pointed at Paris and the heart of France,

always a menace to the strength of the Allied line and an enemy

buttress against which France had vainly dashed her strength
throughout the past four years of war.

The Fifth Division was ordered to proceed from the Arches
training area to the hilly country on the Moselle, southwest of Lune-
ville. Division Headquarters were established at Neuvillers-sur-
Moselle on the 29th and the troops proceeded to their billeting areas
by marching and by bus. All units were moved by the 30th.

The training schedules were resumed, with particular attention
and emphasis on open warfare methods. Exercises of advancing with
only maps and compasses were carried out by companies and bat-
talions. The rough, wooded slopes of the Moselle were ideal for such
instruction. Rifle and machine gun firing was pushed to qualify re-
cruits for skirmishing. As gas training, every officer and enlisted
man was required to wear a mask half an hour daily. All kinds of
liaison—between the different infantry units, between infantry and
airplanes, between infantry and artillery—were studied.

Orders came on September 4th for the Division to move into the
sector assigned to it for the impending operation. Absolute secrecy
was maintained as to the plans and no one except the necessary higher
authorities knew the destination of the Division nor the mission it was
to perform. Certainly even the lowliest private felt that something
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was in the air; but whether the Division was moving for an attack, a
rush to strengthen a line against an enemy drive, or merely training
for future activity was only speculation. To prevent the troop move-
ments being discovered by the enemy, or even becoming known to the
native population, all marching was by night. No lights were per-
mitted. Travel was not begun till 8 ». M. and stops were made before
4 A, M. By day troops and trains camped in woods and remained
securely concealed.

The area around Martincourt was the destination of the Fifth
Division. Headquarters were established in that town on September
8th. The fifty-kilometer march from the Moselle district was begun
by the artillery on the 4th, by the engineers and trains on the 5th and
by the infantry on the 6th. Those forced night marches stand out
most vividly in the mind of every man in the Division. It was the
first hurry-up march the troops had undergone; the weather was one
continuous downpour of rain; the roads were slippery and wound
over steep hills and through wet woods; as the organization ap-
proached the lines the traffic on the highways grew denser and denser
until those arteries were solid-streams of vehicles and men, with a
current in either direction.

Orders were that the artillery should be in the sector and in posi-
tion by September 8th; but the enormous traffic on the roads, the
scarcity and wretched condition of the horses and the incessant rain
made it impossible to complete the march on time. Forage was
scarce, water was often unobtainable. Horses died along the road or
had to be abandoned to the mercy of French peasants. The muddy
ground made the entrances and exits of woods extremely difficult;
sometimes as much as three hours were consumed merely in getting
organizations out of the woods and on the road. The strain on men
and animals was terrific. Sleep was almost unheard of. On Sep-
tember 9th the batteries began arriving in the sector and the Fifth
Field Artillery Brigade P. C. (poste de commandement) was estab-
lished at Martincourt. ‘

The trains, mostly motorized, were not so overwhelmed with
difficulties as the artillery, although rain and mud and traffic jam-
ming brought perpetual discomfort and strain. The Supply Train
was busy night and day hauling supplies into the divisional area pre-
paratory to the drive. The Ammunition Train went into Bois de la
Rappe, south of Martincourt. Trucks floundered in the soft earth
while the men worried over filling their dumps with ammunition. In
the dense woods Colonel West and Captain Brinckerhoff of the Train
and Lieutenant Walker of the Artillery Brigade ran into a cloud gas
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attack and saved themselves by putting on their masks at record
speed. After they had almost suffocated, a doughboy came to their
rescue and informed the officers that the gas was only the clouds re-
sulting from smoke bomb practice by a company of infantry! The
Sanitary Train was established in Villey St. Ettiene, with a Field
Hospital and Ambulance Company at St. Jean. Engineers, Train
Headquarters and Military Police were at Martincourt. The M.
P.’s were given their first real test in handling the traffic on the roads
leading to the front. They were handicapped by lack of experience
in such jams. Company A had been transferred to the First Army.
Officers and men exhausted themselves in the gigantic task of keeping
the roads clear, many doing forty-eight-hour shifts without sleep.

One M. P. knew his job thoroughly. As this traffic cop was
patrolling a road reserved for animal-drawn transportation, a big
automobile tried to force its way through. The M. P. promptly
halted the machine, with the threat, “I'll shoot if you move another
inch.” He probably didn’t notice the four stars.. The Commander-
in-Chief of the A. E. F. alighted from his auto and congratulated
the private with the remark, “You are the first M. P. I have found
doing his duty.”

II

The German position in this salient that the American Army
planned to reduce was naturally strong. The Cotes-de-Meuse, bor-
dering the river on the east and forming the enemy’s western line
of defense, were a rugged chain of hills rising about 450 feet very
sharply from ‘the Meuse valley. They were heavily wooded and
deeply cut by ravines in all directions. From a conical hill just south
of St. Mihiel, the Camp des Romains, the German trenches stretched
northward along the Cotes for about twenty kilometers. Then they
turned in a northeast direction and descended into the lowlands of
the Woevres, that flat, swampy area lying between the hills of the
Meuse and the hills of the Moselle. ‘Thus the terrain was admirably
suited to a stubborn defense. The only feasible point of attack on
the whole western face was where the lines left the Cotes to descend
into the Woevres.

To the east of St. Mihiel, the German lines reached thirty kxlo-
meters to the Moselle, a couple of kilometers above Pont-a-Mousson.
The ground was very rough from Camp des Romains up to height
Mont Sec; then came a few kilometers of marshy ground. Eastward
lay the rolling hills west of the Moselle, well wooded and cut fre-
quently by ravines. A fairly good avenue of attack existed near the
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middle, in the region Seicheprey-Flirey-Limey. Thus the plan of
the operation was to cut off the salient by pincer-like drives from the
west and from the south. The forces should meet in the line Thiau-
court-Vigneulles, with the object of isolating the enemy in the point
of the salient.

The Germans had foreseen the possible necess1ty of withdrawal
from the St. Mihiel salient and had constructed in a fairly straight
line from north of Verdun to above Pont-a-Mousson a section of the
famous Hindenburg Line, defended by wire and countless concrete
pillboxes and strongholds. The area between the withdrawal posi-
tion and the front lines was also well studded with secondary combat
positions, concreted and capable of strong defense.

Fourteen American divisions were gathered for the operation.
On the west, or left pincer, were the Twenty-sixth and Fourth Divi-
sions with a French unit. On the south or right pincer were in line,
from the Moselle westward, the Eighty-second, Ninetieth, Fifth,
Second, Eighty-Ninth, Forty-second and First Divisions. In re-
serve were the Third, Thirty-fifth, Seventy-eighth, Eightieth and
Ninety-first Divisions. French Colonials held the point where no
drive was to be pushed.

The part assigned the Fifth Division was to act as the right edge
of the right pincer. The sector was about a third of the way from the
Moselle to St. Mihiel, only two kilometers wide. 1t was described as
running “from one-half kilometer east of Remenauville to the road
fork one kilometer east of Regnieville.”” The mission was to drive
practically due north, about eight kilometers, to the Hindenburg
Line. The village of Vieville-en-Haye lay in the sector to be taken
by the Red Diamond.

The rear area of the Division was a narrow strip extending back
of the sector front for a distance of about twenty kilometers. It was
limited. on the east by the road fork one kilometer east of Regnieville-
en-Haye, Mamey (exclusive), Rogeville (exclusive), Jaillon (in-
clusive), Francheville (exclusive) ; on the west by point one-half kilo-
meter east of Remenauville, le Haricot, eastern edge of Bois de la
Rappe, Tremblecourt (inclusive), Avrainville (inclusive), Franche-
ville (exclusive). Martincourt was the only town of the area and
lay at about the center of the sector, eight kilometers from the lines.

Running up to Martincourt from the southeast, there extended
toward the lines a deep valley, winding and walled in by wooded hills.
A kilometer up the valley lay St. Jean, a tiny village little disturbed
by the war of four years. Two kilometers further up the ravine was
St. Jacques, like St. Jean, small and sheltered by the deep valley.
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Thence the valley wound northward till it reached the Metz-St. Dizier
highway at the Metz Bridge, scarce three kilometers from the oppos-
ing line of trenches. East of the sinuous canyon was Bois dit la
Lampe, with Mamey on its borders. On the west were Bois dit le
Haut Chemin and Bois de St. Jacques. Proceeding north of the
Metz highway one penetrated on the left of the continuing valley
Bois dit la Chambrotte and on the right Bois dit Jolival and Bois dit
le Brule. In these woods were the main defenses of the French sys-
tem. Continuing forward over numerous ridges and swales one
reached the French first-line trenches, protected everywhere by wide
stretches of wire entanglements.

The town of Regnieville-en-Haye, about the middle of the Divi-
sion’s front, reduced to mere piles of stones and mortar by the four
years’ conflict, lay just inside the French outpost lines. The Pont-
a-Mousson-Thiaucourt highway ran across the sector diagonally from
right to left. In Regnieville it was but a mere stretch of shell-holes
and obstructions. Further on in German territory the road was
known to be full of mines and traps, prepared to resist possible in-
vaders.

Intensive study of all the maps and information of the sector,
with careful reconnaissances brought forth Field Order No. 41 at
noon of September 9th—the Division order for the operation. The
past stability of the line in this vicinity had given ample opportunity
to study all the German defenses, and the order was a model of de-
tailed plans for attack.

Acting in accordance with the directions to take over the sector,
the Nineteenth, Twentieth and Twenty-first Field Artillery went
into position east of Bois dit la Lampe, near the Metz road, on the
10th and 11th. The positions were poor, for the good ground had
already been occupied by the additional artillery that had been at-
tached to the Division for the operation. Nine 75 batteries of the
219th R. A. C. (French), two 220 and two 155 batteries of the 182nd
Regiment (French) and six 8-inch batteries of the Fifty-ninth
C. A. C. (American) were crowded into the narrow sector to rein-
force the regular divisional artillery. The front fairly bristled with
cannon, a gun to every fifteen meters.

The infantry of the Division left the Moselle area south of Nancy
on the 6th and by night marches reached the territory Martincourt-
Saizerais by September 10th. The blackness of the nights and the
perpetual rain exhausted everyone. The Military Police especially
were called upon for supreme effort, for they had to act as column
markers throughout the night and then spend the ensuing day getting
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in position for the next stage of the Journey. Officers and men alike
were footsore and weary from exposure to the raw weather and loss
of sleep when the brigades reached their designated stations. The
Tenth Brigade was in the lead.

After reconnaissances of the sector the advance elements of
Colonel Malone’s brigade began relief of the Ninetieth Division on
the night of the 10th. Outpost lines remained in the hands of the
Ninetieth Division, but all combat and rear positions passed to the
Sixth and Eleventh Infantry, abreast in the line. The rear battalions
of the Tenth Brigade were in Bois de Martincourt and Bois de
Couleur, while General Castner’s Ninth Brigade was in la Queue de
Themard, northeast of Tremblecourt. Divisional and artillery bri-
gade P. C.’s moved to St. Jacques; the Tenth Brigade P. C. moved
to a point near Metz bridge, while the Ninth Brigade P. C. was set
up on the Mamey-St. Jacques road.

The German positions that faced the troops of the Fifth Divi-
sion were excellently situated for defense. They included in depth
four successive heights, three of which were defended by well organ-
ized systems of trenches. Each of the heights commanded several
valleys where enemy reserves were stationed and from which counter-
attacks might normally be planned should the heights be taken.

The German outpost trenches, guarded by the usual wide zone
of barbed wire, were on the open forward slope about four hundred
meters above Regnieville. North of the first lines the ground rose
for half a kilometer to the crest 845.5, just east of the road to Thiau-
court. East of Regnieville the German lines lay on the top of the
ridge, behind which the ground sloped back to Bois de la Rappe.

The intermediate or First Combat Position of the enemy was
here—a single trench running from Hill 848.4 on the Thiaucourt
road, across the top of Hill 845.5, northeast to Bois de la Rappe,
where the trench was replaced by only occasional bands of wire. On
the southeast edge of Bois de la Rappe the trench system reappeared.
Connection from the outpost trenches to the combat position and the
rear was by means of deep communication trenches. The principal
ones were Osterlaufgraben, running along the Thiaucourt road, and
the Boyau des Sacs, parallel to Osterlaufgraben and three hundred
meters farther west. Boyau des Sacs entered Bois du Four, whose
eastern corner touched the Division sector west of the Thiaucourt
road, a kilometer and a half beyond Regnieville.

Behind the First Combat Position, the terrain, on the left, was
open and sloped down for a kilometer to Bois des Saulx and Bois des
Grendes Portions. On the right in Bois de la Rappe were en-
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countered the Ravine de la Fosse and the valley of the Trey, which
marked the eastern boundary of the Division’s field of action. North
of Bois de la Rappe was Bois St. Claude.

These three woods in line across the sector, Bois des Saulx,
Grandes Portions and St. Claude, formed the Second or Real Combat
Position, defending the second height, Hill 846.4, south and south-
east of Vieville-en-Haye. This second position was solidly con-
structed, with two lines of trenches 200 to 800 meters apart, concreted
and fitted with means of powerful resistance. The woods contained
deep dugouts, built six meters under the surface. North of the
woods were strong artillery positions. Paths led to the rear and
supplies were brought up on two narrow gauge railroads, Vieville-
Grandes Portions and Vieville-Rappe. Behind Hill 846.4 was the
town of Vieville, surrounded by wire and equipped with numerous
machine gun nests hidden in the deserted houses and in position to
sweep all approaches to the village. A stronghold in the old church
tower commanded the road for a sweep of over a kilometer.

The third heights, Hill 861.4, northeast of Vieville, were scarcely
organized, and lay in advance of the Third Combat Position, which
ran some three kilometers north of Vieville. A kilometer north of
the town was Bois Gerard, with its deep valley and pine-clad slopes
which sheltered a German hospital and rest camp. Bois d’Heiche
was to the west of Bois Gerard and formed a part of the left border
of the Division sector.

The Third Combat Position on our immediate front consisted
only of lines of wire along the western edge of Bois de Bonvaux, a
kilometer north of Jaulny, and along the southern outskirts of Bois
de Grand Fontaine, about two kilometers north of Bois Gerard.
Here the Division sector widened out eastward to include a front of
four kilometers, taking in Bois Hanido, and behind it Bois de Trou
de la Haie. This third position was considered to be the advance
zone of the Withdrawal Position, and connected with the strong Hin-
denburg Line by paths and ravines through the thick woods.

The fourth and northernmost heights in the enemy’s system, the
hills south of Villecey and the stream Rupt de Mad, were protected
by the ‘main Withdrawal Position, the Hindenburg Line, which
passed through Rembercourt, through the northern horn of Bois de
Grand Fontaine, south of Ferme de la Grange, and east through
Preny. La Souleuvre Ferme, on the boundary between the Fifth
and Ninetieth Division sectors, was a strong outpost of the line. The
strength of the Hindenburg Line, which had been constructed by that
famous General of the Imperial armies, had been famed throughout
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was in the air; but whether the Division was moving for an attack, a
rush to strengthen a line against an enemy drive, or merely training
for future activity was only speculation. To prevent the troop move-
ments being discovered by the enemy, or even becoming known to the
native population, all marching was by night. No lights were per-
mitted. Travel was not begun till 8 p. M. and stops were made before
4 A. M. By day troops and trains camped in woods and remained
securely concealed.

The area around Martincourt was the destination of the Fifth
Division. Headquarters were established in that town on September
8th. The fifty-kilometer march from the Moselle district was begun
by the artillery on the 4th, by the engineers and trains on the 5th and
by the infantry on the 6th. Those forced night marches stand out
most vividly in the mind of every man in the Division. It was the
first hurry-up march the troops had undergone; the weather was one
continuous downpour of rain; the roads were slippery and wound
over steep hills and through wet woods; as the organization ap-
proached the lines the traffic on the highways grew denser and denser
until those arteries were solid-streams of vehicles and men, with a
current in either direction.

Orders were that the artillery should be in the sector and in posi-
tion by September 8th; but the enormous traffic on the roads, the
scarcity and wretched condition of the horses and the incessant rain
made it impossible to complete the march on time. Forage was
scarce, water was often unobtainable. Horses died along the road or
had to be abandoned to the mercy of French peasants. The muddy
ground made the entrances and exits of woods extremely difficult;
sometimes as much as three hours were consumed merely in getting
organizations out of the woods and on the road. The strain on men
and animals was terrific. Sleep was almost unheard of. On Sep-
tember 9th the batteries began arriving in the sector and the Fifth
Field Artillery Brigade P. C. (poste de commandement) was estab-
lished at Martincourt. :

The trains, mostly motorized, were not so overwhelmed with
difficulties as the artillery, although rain and mud and traffic jam-
ming brought perpetual discomfort and strain. The Supply Train
was busy night and day hauling supplies into the divisional area pre-
paratory to the drive. The Ammunition Train went into Bois de la
Rappe, south of Martincourt. Trucks floundered in the soft earth
while the men worried over filling their dumps with ammunition. In
the dense woods Colonel West and Captain Brinckerhoff of the Train
and Lieutenant Walker of the Artillery Brigade ran into a cloud gas
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attack and saved themselves by putting on their masks at record
speed. After they had almost suffocated, a doughboy came to their
rescue and informed the officers that the gas was only the clouds re-
sulting from smoke bomb practice by a company of infantry! The
Sanitary Train was established in Villey St. Ettiene, with a Field
Hospital and Ambulance Company at St. Jean. Engineers, Train
Headquarters and Military Police were at Martincourt. The M.
P.’s were given their first real test in handling the traffic on the roads
leading to the front. They were handicapped by lack of experience
in such jams. Company A had been transferred to the First Army.
Officers and men exhausted themselves in the gigantic task of keeping
the roads clear, many doing forty-eight-hour shifts without sleep.

One M. P. knew his job thoroughly. As this traffic cop was
patrolling a road reserved for animal-drawn transportation, a big
automobile tried to force its way through. The M. P. promptly
halted the machine, with the threat, “I’'ll shoot if you move another
inch.” He probably didn’t notice the four stars.. The Commander-
in-Chief of the A. E. F. alighted from his auto and congratulated
the private with the remark, “You are the first M. P. I have found
doing his duty.”

I1

The German position in this salient that the American Army
planned to reduce was naturally strong. The Cotes-de-Meuse, bor-
dering the river on the east and forming the enemy’s western line
of defense, were a rugged chain of hills rising about 450 feet very
sharply from ‘the Meuse valley. They were heavily wooded and
deeply cut by ravines in all directions. From a conical hill just south
of St. Mihiel, the Camp des Romains, the German trenches stretched
northward along the Cotes for about twenty kilometers. Then they
turned in a northeast direction and descended into the lowlands of
the Woevres, that flat, swampy area lying between the hills of the
Meuse and the hills of the Moselle. - Thus the terrain was admirably
suited to a stubborn defense. The only feasible point of attack on
the whole western face was where the lines left the Cotes to descend
into the Woevres.

To the east of St. Mihiel, the German lines reached thirty kilo-
meters to the Moselle, a couple of kilometers above Pont-a-Mousson.
The ground was very rough from Camp des Romains up to height
Mont Sec; then came a few kilometers of marshy ground. Eastward
lay the rolling hills west of the Moselle, well wooded and cut fre-
quently by ravines. A fairly good avenue of attack existed near the
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attack and saved themselves by putting on their masks at record
speed. After they had almost suffocated, a doughboy came to their
rescue and informed the officers that the gas was only the clouds re-
sulting from smoke bomb practice by a company of infantry! The
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P.’s were given their first real test in handling the traffic on the roads
leading to the front. They were handicapped by lack of experience
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the private with the remark, “You are the first M. P. I have found
doing his duty.”

II

The German position in this salient that the American Army
planned to reduce was naturally strong. The Cotes-de-Meuse, bor-
dering the river on the east and forming the enemy’s western line
of defense, were a rugged chain of hills rising about 450 feet very
sharply from the Meuse valley. They were heavily wooded and
deeply cut by ravines in all directions. From a conical hill just south
of St. Mihiel, the Camp des Romains, the German trenches stretched
northward along the Cotes for about twenty kilometers. Then they
turned in a northeast direction and descended into the lowlands of
the Woevres, that flat, swampy area lying between the hills of the
Meuse and the hills of the Moselle. Thus the terrain was admirably
suited to a stubborn defense. The only feasible point of attack on
the whole western face was where the lines left the Cotes to descend
into the Woevres.

To the east of St. Mihiel, the German lines reached thirty kilo-
meters to the Moselle, a couple of kilometers above Pont-a-Mousson.
The ground was very rough from Camp des Romains up to height
Mont Sec; then came a few kilometers of marshy ground. Eastward
lay the rolling hills west of the Moselle, well wooded and cut fre-
quently by ravines. A fairly good avenue of attack existed near the
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was in the air; but whether the Division was moving for an attack, a
rush to strengthen a line against an enemy drive, or merely training
for future activity was only speculation. To prevent the troop move-
ments being discovered by the enemy, or even becoming known to the
native population, all marching was by night. No lights were per-
mitted. Travel was not begun till 8 ». M. and stops were made before
4 A. M. By day troops and trains camped in woods and remained
securely concealed.

The area around Martincourt was the destination of the Fifth
Division. Headquarters were established in that town on September
8th. The fifty-kilometer march from the Moselle district was begun
by the artillery on the 4th, by the engineers and trains on the 5th and
by the infantry on the 6th. Those forced night marches stand out
most vividly in the mind of every man in the Division. It was the
first hurry-up march the troops had undergone; the weather was one
continuous downpour of rain; the roads were slippery and wound
over steep hills and through wet woods; as the organization ap-
proached the lines the traffic on the highways grew denser and denser
until those arteries were solid-streams of vehicles and men, with a
current in either direction.

Orders were that the artillery should be in the sector and in posi-
tion by September 8th; but the enormous traffic on the roads, the
scarcity and wretched condition of the horses and the incessant rain
made it impossible to complete the march on time. Forage was
scarce, water was often unobtainable. Horses died along the road or
had to be abandoned to the mercy of French peasants. The muddy
ground made the entrances and exits of woods extremely difficult;
sometimes as much as three hours were consumed merely in getting
organizations out of the woods and on the road. The strain on men
and animals was terrific. Sleep was almost unheard of. On Sep-
tember 9th the batteries began arriving in the sector and the Fifth
Field Artillery Brigade P. C. (poste de commandement) was estab-
lished at Martincourt. :

The trains, mostly motorized, were not so overwhelmed with
difficulties as the artillery, although rain and mud and traffic jam-
ming brought perpetual discomfort and strain. The Supply Train
was busy night and day hauling supplies into the divisional area pre-
paratory to the drive. The Ammunition Train went into Bois de la
Rappe, south of Martincourt. Trucks floundered in the soft earth
while the men worried over filling their dumps with ammunition. In
the dense woods Colonel West and Captain Brinckerhoff of the Train
and Lieutenant Walker of the Artillery Brigade ran into a cloud gas
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attack and saved themselves by putting on their masks at record
speed. After they had almost suffocated, a doughboy came to their
rescue and informed the officers that the gas was only the clouds re-
sulting from smoke bomb practice by a company of infantry! The
Sanitary Train was established in Villey St. Ettiene, with a Field
Hospital and Ambulance Company at St. Jean. Engineers, Train
Headquarters and Military Police were at Martincourt. The M.
P.’s were given their first real test in handling the traffic on the roads
leading to the front. They were handicapped by lack of experience
in such jams. Company A had been transferred to the First Army.
Officers and men exhausted themselves in the gigantic task of keeping
the roads clear, many doing forty-eight-hour shifts without sleep.

One M. P. knew his job thoroughly. As this traffic cop was
patrolling a road reserved for animal-drawn transportation, a big
automobile tried to force its way through. The M. P. promptly
halted the machine, with the threat, “I'll shoot if you move another
inch.” He probably didn’t notice the four stars.. The Commander-
in-Chief of the A. E. F. alighted from his auto and congratulated
the private with the remark, “You are the first M. P. I have found
doing his duty.”

I1

The German position in this salient that the American Army
planned to reduce was naturally strong. The Cotes-de-Meuse, bor-
dering the river on the east and forming the enemy’s western line
of defense, were a rugged chain of hills rising about 450 feet very
sharply from ‘the Meuse valley. They were heavily wooded and
deeply cut by ravines in all directions. From a conical hill just south
of St. Mihiel, the Camp des Romains, the German trenches stretched
northward along the Cotes for about twenty kilometers. Then they
turned in a northeast direction and descended into the lowlands of
the Woevres, that flat, swampy area lying between the hills of the
Meuse and the hills of the Moselle. Thus the terrain was admirably
suited to a stubborn defense. The only feasible point of attack on
the whole western face was where the lines left the Cotes to descend
into the Woevres.

To the east of St. Mihiel, the German lines reached thirty kilo-
meters to the Moselle, a couple of kilometers above Pont-a-Mousson.
The ground was very rough from Camp des Romains up to height
Mont Sec; then came a few kilometers of marshy ground. Eastward
lay the rolling hills west of the Moselle, well wooded and cut fre-
quently by ravines. A fairly good avenue of attack existed near the
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by 1:55 A. M. their last gun was silent. The only sounds that might
be heard from the dark heights behind the German lines were the
booms of bursting shells. Doughboys waiting in the trenches were
impatient of the delay. Already all except the forward strands of
the defensive wire in front of their jumping-off trenches were cut to
speed their advance. The rain soaked everyone to the skin. Some
men even changed socks and underwear from their clean supply in
their heavy packs.

H hour was 5 A. M. At 4:80 the machine guns all opened up a
heavy barrage of indirect and overhead fire on the points in the Ger-
man lines whence counterattacks might come. Promptly at 5 o’clock
fifteen 75 batteries began their rolling barrage along the whole width
of the sector. High-explosive rained on the enemy front lines and
then, by fifty meter bounds, went forward toward the intermediate
positions in the belt of Bois. The rate of advance was a hundred
meters every four minutes, three shots per gun per minute. :

The heavy tanks had not reached their positions. They were
mired in the ground made soft by many shell-holes and constant rain.
The artlllery had not cut the German wire because reliance had been
placed in the tanks.

Undaunted by the unbroken wire ahead, at the instant that the
barrage came down the doughboys of Major Barlow’s and Major
Hodges’ battalions dashed forward. Three companies of each bat-
talion, with platoons abreast, were in the front line; the Fourth com-
panies were in support. Four thin waves of mud-stained men,
helmeted and under full pack, bayoneted rifle in hand, swept through
the lanes in their own barbed wire. It was not quite dawn. The
scattered Boches in their lonely outposts and isolated machine gun
nests must have quaked as the avalanche descended upon them.
Rockets went up in frantic calls for counter-barrages, but German
artillery was wrecked or abandoned. As the flexible line swept over
shell-torn No Man’s Land the smoke screen went down, adding to
the opacity of the rain-laden atmosphere and blinding the enemy
snipers and machine gunners. The wire held the men up but an in-
stant. Wire cutters were scarce, but the entanglements were old
and rusty, in only fair condition. When the engineers’ wire-cutters
could not do the work fast enough for the rushing doughboys, eager
hands pulled up the iron supporting stakes and the bands of barbs
were trampled under foot. It was dangerous work, but no one hesi-
tated. Men filed through communication trenches when they came
upon them.
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On the left the advance of the Sixth Infantry was opposed by
fire from a few scattered machine guns which were quickly taken by
flanking. The right of the Eleventh was held up. The men took
shelter in shell-holes while Company A "of the Fifteenth Machine
Gun Battalion mounted guns and poured a rain of bullets into the
opposing nests. The waves washed over the front-line trenches. The
left of the Eleventh was held up by machine guns, but the tactics of
the Fifteenth destroyed the opposition in short order.

The front lines were passed by 5:45 A. M. The men advanced so
rapidly that they pressed the barrage. Twice they overtook it and
shorts fell among them. Machine gunners had difficulty in keeping
pace with the fast-going doughboys. The unwieldy tanks struggled
to catch up, but floundered in the mud and shell-torn stretches of No
Man’s Land. At 6:15 A. M. the tanks were just entering Regnieville.
The accompanying batteries of the Twentieth Field Artillery were
also stuck in the morass. The engineers detailed to bridge trenches
and repair roads were too few, and the teams could not drag the light
75’s across No Man’s Land and through the wire.

With the first waves went the outpost companies of the Signal
Battalion and the medical men. The signalmen carried wire and tele-
phones to connect battalion commanders with their regimental P. C.’s.
Much of their work was set at naught when the tanks cut their lines.
The medical staff carried litters and first aid supplies and gave imme-
diate attention to our wounded. The Thirteenth and Fourteenth
Machine Gun Battalions ceased their barrage and moved forward
in the support wave, intending to take up new positions on the heights
above Regnieville. But the speed of the assault battalions was too
great for them and their services were not needed.

At 6:15 A. M. the observers at the Brigade P. C. could dimly
discern through the smoke screens a large group of men bunched to-
gether and coming from Regnieville. It was the first prisoners.
Resistance was not stubborn, prisoners frequently surrendering with
but little fighting. Sixteen prisoners arrived at the Tenth Brigade
P. C. at 7:85 A. M., and from then on the stream was a steady one.
Few were wounded. Some had been killed by the bombardment,
~ and short shrift was given resisters.

As the lines passed over the ridge beyond the German first lines
a lone rabbit darted out, unharmed by the tornado of war. He did
not go far. A doughboy of the second wave knocked him over, and
continued forward, bayoneted rifle in one hand, rabbit in the other.
Remarks of his comrades did not disturb the soldier, for he only
replied, “Well, we gotta eat sometime, ain’t we?” For a kilometer
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or more he swung the fresh ration along, till the line approached the
woods des Saulx. Enemy machine guns began to sputter and the
waves in support began their usual tactics of flanking. Rabbits were
suddenly of minor importance. The Nimrod threw down his cotton-
tail and ran forward to hunt the Hun.

The woods held up the lines a bit, but the rush merely paused.
Several machine gun nests in St. Claude were reduced with dispatch.
The gunners were killed. Everywhere the Boches were stormed.
Some surrendered gladly with the familiar “Kamerad.” Often the
men on the heels of the barrage reached the German dugouts before
the occupants had time to come out. Colonel Malone reported that
at 6:15 A, M. the Intermediate Objective had apparently been taken.
The assault battalions stopped to consolidate the positions. Boches
were called forth from dugouts and hiding places, and every trench
and stretch of underbrush was mopped up. Even the German lieu-
tenant colonel commanding the 882nd Regiment was taken. He grew
choleric with rage when he had to walk back to the prisoners’.camp
with ordinary privates.

With the coming of dawn the sky was filled with Allied air-
planes and in the rear were many observation balloons. Despite the
clouds and rain the planes swept the air, pointing the way for the in-
fantry, keeping the location of the front lines in view and reconnoiter-
ing the enemy’s movements. St. Mihiel beheld the greatest concen-
tration of air forces of the whole war, up to that date. ,

At 6:50 A. M. the barrage, which had settled just ahead of the
Intermediate Position, thickened and once more began its forward
movement. The support battalions of Major Muncaster and Major
Leonard, followed by the reserve battalions of Major Mahin and
Major Huddleston, passed through the lines and continued on,
straight toward Germany. Packs were discarded as the fast advanc-
ing lines swept forward from Bois des Saulx and Grandes Portions.
Men had trouble enough with the sticky mud and wet bushes. With
a trusty rifle in hand to bag a Hun, why think of shelter or food!
The Springfield was dearly cherished, and many an eager private
armed with the Chauchat automatic left it to pick up the rifle of a
wounded comrade. .

The Eleventh Infantry descended on Vieville, protected by its
belt of wire and strong machine-gun nests. They took the town while
the barrage was leaving it. The men in steel gray came out of their
cellars and deep dugouts to find the olive-drab waiting to receive
them. There was resistance only from the isolated machine gunners.
The main forces of the enemy were attempting to retire to the With-
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drawal Position. So pressed were they, however, that the retreat was
a rout. Of the battalions of the 382nd that had been in line only a
major and a hundred men reached the Hindenburg Line. For the
greater part of the day of the 12th there were no other defenders of
the sector.

The advance swept on past Vieville and through Bois Gerard
and by 9:30 the front was on the First Phase Objective—the north-
east corner of Bois d’Heiche, the north border of Bois Gerard and a
line to the southeast toward Foret de Vencheres. The Thirteenth and
Fourteenth Machine Gun Battalions, which had struggled with their
heavy Hotchkiss guns, took up strong positions against possible
counter-attack on a line approximately northwest and southeast
through Vieville. The infantry mopped up the new woods. In Bois
Gerard the Sixth and Eleventh came upon a German hospital, with
a huge Red Cross delineated upon an open plot of ground with red
and white tiles taken from the roofs of French cottages. Evidently
the Hun had confidence that Allied aviators were more merciful
with their bombs than were his own men. Further up the valley in
the woods were huts and dugouts furnished for comfort. Rustic beer
gardens showed that here the Germans had a recreation camp. The
shelters were fitted with furniture that had been filched from French
homes. Even the glass from cottage windows had been taken to
furnish the dugouts. Everywhere there was lighting by electricity,
even in the dugouts of Bois des Saulx and Grandes Portions. The
power came from Metz and wires were cut as the Germans fled.
It was in this hospital area that the Fifth Division captured its only
woman prisoner, a Red Cross nurse. Women’s garments were com-
mon in the various dugouts, however. All but one had escaped before
the drive. Certainly the warfare in the St. Mihiel sector had been
peaceful!

Meanwhile, as soon as the infantry had departed from the jump-
ing-off trenches, the Seventh Engineers had begun the enormous task
of clearing up and building roads so that supplies might follow up
the advance. The road through Regnieville was so obliterated that
its course was completely lost in some places. Companies D and E
of the Seventh Engineers began a new road, around the ruins of
Regnieville. Lieutenant Graham with a battery of the Nineteenth
had gotten stuck in the morass and had already rounded up some
prisoners and pressed them into the service of helping build a high-
way. Traffic forced the workers and lighter vehicles crowded on
ahead. The little tanks finally ploughed their way across the slough
and were on their turtle-way after the doughboys. By noon the med-
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ical carts and mule-drawn ambulances had crossed the lines. The
artillery attempted to move across in the afternoon, but was too heavy
on the soft roads and could not get past the old front. So well did
our engineers work, however, that they were the first in the Corps
sector to open a road across No Man’s Land. At H plus 12 (5 p. M.)
this axial road through Regnieville was open for a distance of two
kilometers. Tangled masses of wire had been removed, mines and
traps had been neutralized, and shell-holes leveled. Five divisions
sent their trains over the route because they had not completed their
own. Company F was working on the lesser road on the east of the
sector, near Fey-en-Haye, up which the rolling kitchens and ration
carts made their way in the afternoon.

By 9:80 in the morning the battalions in Bois des Saulx, des
Grandes Portions and St. Claude had completed the consolidation of
their positions. Then the brigade and regimental P. C.’s were moved
forward and established in Bois des Grandes Portions. To keep in
close support of the advancing brigade, two battahons of the Ninth
Brigade were ordered forward. Major Bankhead (2nd Battalion,
61st) and Major Baldwin (2nd Battalion, 60th) at 11 A. M. moved
to the old front lines; two companies of each battalion took position
in the old Boche front lines and the remaining two were in the old
French front lines. The triage hospital that had been at St. Jean
moved to Metz Bridge. Ambulance dressing stations were opened
at Regnieville, Bois des Saulx and Vieville. Another dressing sta-
tion was opened in Bois Gerard as the troops carried their lines past
the old German hospital, whose supplies were turned to good ad-
vantage. Each dressing station, in addition to caring for the
wounded, served hot coffee, bread and corned beef, and chocolate.
Hundreds of tired, famished soldiers were invigorated by the food
thus provided.

Colonel Malone directed that the advance should not stop. At
9:30 A. M. messages went to his regimental commanders. To Colonel
Bennet on the right, where the Army Objective, First Day Objective
and First Phase Objective coincided, the instructions were: “Press
advance to First Phase Line. Rush digging with great vigor.” The
word to Colonel Hunt on the left was: “B battalion will not halt on
the First Phase Line but will wheel to right and gain Objective of
First Day.” The advance was pushed on accordingly. The Sixth
Infantry met less resistance than did the Eleventh. On the right,
the troops had to cross open fields in the face of fire from heights
where machine gunners were making a stand. The direction of
attack was changing to northeast, in accordance with Corps plan.
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"~ And as the fighting approached the main Withdrawal Position the
resistance of the enemy grew stiffer.

The First Day Objective was reached and the troops threw
themselves on the ground to dig rifle pits. A man of the Sixth In-
fantry rushed on, paying no attentign to the fact that his comrades
had halted.

“Hey, where you goin’?”’ called a sergeant. “Stop here and dig
in!”

“Dig in Hell! Why?”

“This is our objective—where we stop.”

“My objective’s Berlin,” and he went on.

At 1:85 p. M. it was reported that all objectives were attained.
The troops were on the Army Objective and strong patrols were
seeking to penetrate the approaches to the Hindenburg Line. Con-
tact had been lost on our right; the Ninetieth Division had encoun-
tered stiff resistance in the woods and ravines in its sector and had not
kept liaison with the Eleventh Infantry. A gap extending back to
the Intermediate Objective existed on our right flank, leaving a wide
interval of perhaps 1,200 meters between Colonel Malone’s right and
the left of the Ninetieth, on the Army Objective. This was first dis-
covered by personal reconnaissance of Colonel Malorie and subse-
quently verified by personal reconnaissance of Captain M. Claude,
French liaison officer, and Captain van de Steeg, Brigade Adjutant.

To fill this dangerous gap on the right, Colonel Malone ordered
Major Birmingham, who was now in command of the third battalion
of the Eleventh, to face his forces to the right, beside Major Mun-
caster’s battalion in the front lines. Major Hodges’ battalion was
moved from the Bois des Saulx to positions east of Vieville. The
machine guns of the Fourteenth and Company D of the Fifteenth
were put in place to cover the lines. To protect the rear and provide
troops for possible counterattack the reserve battalions of the Ninth
Brigade in the old front-line trenches were moved up to Bois de la
Rappe. The Thirteenth Machine Gun Battalion was relieved and
went back to Bois de la Rappe, where it was held in readiness for
future emergencies.

On the Division’s left, the outpost patrols of the Sixth Infantry
had lost contact with the Marines. The advance of Major Leonard’s
men was halted and troops were drawn back to complete the liaison.
Patrols connected with the Second Division on the Army Objective.
Major Leonard’s battalion of the Sixth Infantry had patrolled to
the outskirts of Rembercourt where prisoners were captured, but
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learning that the Second Division’s advance element was near Jaulny,
it was necessary to readjust his left flank. accordingly.

Everywhere the first day’s operation of the American Army had
been successful. ‘The Second Division had taken Thlaucourt and the
Eighty-ninth, Forty-second and First had each cut a deep slice out
of the salient. The attack of the Twenty-sixth Division on the west-
ern face of the Cotes had been a complete surprise to the Germans.
For the 18th there remained only a few kilometers for the divisions to
drive and the salient would be no more. Every division had taken
many prisoners and much material. The success of the Red Diamond
was but a fair example of that which attended her sister divisions.

Resistance to our patrols sent out toward the line of surveillance
grew stronger in the afternoon. Toward evening reinforcements
began reaching the enemy lines between Rembercourt and la Sou-
leuvre Ferme. The 174th Regiment (81st Division) was thrown
against the Sixth Infantry in Bois de Bonvaux, while in Bois Hanido
the 106th Regiment of the 128rd Division opposed the Eleventh.
The remnants of the Seventy-seventh Division, which had held the
sector at the beginning of the attack, were relieved by the 128rd. The
Seventy-seventh had suffered heavily at the hands of the Fifth; all
but three of the 1,189 prisoners taken by the Tenth Brigade in the
first day’s fighting were from that division, and probably two hundred
more lay dead on the field. We had captured, in addition, practically
all their artillery. The 832nd Regiment had been even worse handled,
for from its twelve companies of probably fifty men each, 851 prison-
ers were taken. During the larger part of the afternoon no other
troops were defending the front. The demoralized enemy could not
stop our victorious advance.

Our own losses for that first day were heavy. First Lieutenant
Frank M. Thompson of the Fifteenth Machine Gun Battalion, First
Lieutenant Julius Niles and Second Lieutenant John F. Jutz of the
Sixth Infantry, and Second Lieutenants Robert H. Gamble, John
Edward Pyle and Robert Waldo Tippett of the Eleventh were killed.
Eighteen officers were wounded. Enlisted casualties were 144 killed
and 450 wounded.

Despite the weakened condition of the enemy the outpost patrols
of Major Huddlesons’ battalion, that had pushed on ahead of the
objective and had gained contact with neither the Second Division
on the left nor the Eleventh Infantry on the right, spent an uneasy
night, fearful of being cut off by the enemy counterattack. The spirit
of the enemy had risen noticeably on the arrival of the units of the
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128rd Division and artillery fire had begun and was steadily growing
stronger.

Our own artillery had not yet gotten into action again. After
finishing their barrages about 11:830 a. M., the guns had limbered up
and pulled out to go forward. The chaos of the roads made advance
impossible. Horses were worn out and night found the light regi-
ments by the roadsides just north of Regnieville and the heavy
Twenty-first was still in No Man’s L.and. Neither had the tanks
gotten up. A German prisoner gave information that he had worked
on mining the Thiaucourt road a kilometer beyond Regnieville. An
engineer located the mines and hurried away to get men to destroy
them. But ere the tanks could be warned a large tank reached the
area and was blown to pieces.

IV

The organization of the front lines continued on the morning
of the 18th. The men were digging rifle pits on the Army Objective.
The gap existing on the right, however, had made it necessary to
round off the salient thus exposed. Company C of the Fifteenth
Machine Gun was holding a large part of that open ground east of
Bois Gerard. Major Mahin’s and Major Huddleson’s battalions
were reaching out in reconnaissance patrols to the front and to the
flanks. Strong opposition was encountered before the parties neared
the desired surveillance line.

In the rear areas the engineers’ constant work on the roads
enabled traffic to pass over into the conquered territory. The tanks
reached Bois d’Heiche. By early afternoon some of the batteries
of the Nineteenth and Twentieth Field Artillery were in position in
and in front of Bois des Saulx. Motor ambulances were able to make
their way to the front and gather up the wounded. Over four hun-
"dred soldiers had been evacuated by the medical department during
the first twenty-four hours of the operation, in addition to half a
hundred wounded prisoners.

Outside our sector, in the west, the advance of the 26th, 1st, 42nd
and 89th Divisions had gone on during the night to complete the army
mission. Shortly after midnight the men of the First Division from
the south met those of the Twenty-sixth from the west in the neigh-
borhood of Vigneulles. Hundreds of tardy Boches were cut off from
their homeland. Our forces then turned to the northeast and drove
toward the Hindenburg Line, leaving to the French coming up
from the point of the old salient the honor of taking prisoners the
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marooned Germans. The army mission was accomplished, the salient
was reduced, and the German line was broken. The offensive might
even have been pushed on successfully in the direction of Metz, but
the First American Army was already preparing for the Meuse-
Argonne operation and the St. Mihiel operation had to be terminated
at the Hindenburg Line. '

_ Shortly after one o’clock on the afternoon of the 13th the patrols
and observers of Major Mahin’s battalion advised that the enemy was
preparing a counterattack. The two Saxon regiments that had ar-
rived in the sector the night before had received orders to retake Bois
Gerard. Enemy shelling became heavier, coming apparently from
light and medium guns in Bois Hanido and Bois de Bonvaux. Troops
were massing in Bois Hanido. Calls to the artillery brought light
fire from batteries of the Nineteenth and Twentieth about 8:30 ». M.
None of the Twenty-first had yet reached position. Ammunition
was too scarce to give effective support in breaking up a German
counterattack. Some of the cooks and detail men of Battery A of
the Nineteenth Field Artillery wheeled a captured 77 about, and
with maximum elevation and general direction toward Germany fired
its whole supply of shells at the enemy. Perhaps the random shooting
gained results, for next day the piece was destroyed by a direct hit.

The two battalions of the Ninth Brigade that had moved back
that morning from Bois de la Rappe to the old trenches were ordered
up to reinforce the lines. The Ninetieth Division had not yet moved
up on the right, so that Major Hodges was still holding the gap. The
tanks it Bois d’Heiche were cautioned to be ready. The Thirteenth
Machine Gun Battalion was ordered up from Bois de la Rappe, but
its motors were caught in the jam of the roads and the guns did not
get up till next morning.

The Boche began with a short, violent barrage, which inflicted
severe cdsualties on the Eleventh and the machine gun company in
their positions on the open slope east of Bois Gerard. From Bois
Hanido and Bois de Bonvaux the enemy infantry about 4:50 ». M.
advanced toward Bois Gerard. Heavy machine gun and rifle fire
from the edges of the woods protected the attacking parties. Aside
from minor attempts at infiltration, with considerable enemy shelling
on their forward posts the Sixth Infantry received little of the force
of the attack. Bois de Gerard was guarded by the Eleventh, who
under the brunt of the assault, punished by the heavy artillery fire,
drew back slightly. A strong flank attack came from the east where
the Boche had brought up heavy machine guns into the Forét de
Vencheres and swept the open lines defended by Company C of the
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Fifteenth Machine Gun Battalion. That company bravely stood its
ground, returning the fire. Lieutenant Frederick V. Burgess, al-
though wounded, went from post to post supervising the fire of his
ten guns that poured streams of lead into the hidden enemy. The
situation seemed grave. The tanks were ordered to Vieville at 7:45
P. M. under escort of two of Major Birmingham’s platoons. Com-
panies G and H of the Sixth and a platoon of machine guns were dis-
patched by Major Hodges from the flank position to support the
Eleventh.

At 8 o’clock the enemy had penetrated slightly the northeast
corner of Bois Gerard. But here the attack was overcome. Infiltra-
tion was stopped and the reinforcements enabled the Eleventh to
cover the invaders with superior fire. Our steady machine gun fire
at last silenced the enemy in Forét de Vencheres. The Boches with-
drew, leaving five men from three different Saxon regiments prisoners
in our hands and a dozen or more dead in our front line trench. The
number of dead and wounded in the Bois de Bonvaux and to the north
and east thereof could not be determined. By 10 o’clock the attack
was completely repulsed and the Germans had all withdrawn by their
routes of approach in Hanido and Bonvaux. The tanks arrived
about 11 o’clock, too late to participate in the fight. Midnight saw
the front almost quiet again with only an occasional exchange of shots.
All our objectives were firmly held. The day had brought our regi-
ments two hundred casualties. Second Lieutenants Robert A. Davis
and Harry C. Horton of the Eleventh Infantry had lost their lives.

Orders had been received from the Corps on the afternoon of
the 18th to push out strong patrols to the Hindenburg Line in con-
junction with the Second and Ninetieth Divisions. The counter-
attack of the enemy had prevented action by Colonel Malone, and the
Ninetieth had not yet come up. The Second had succeeded in estab-
lishing its outpost line with its right at Rembercourt. The presence
of three regiments opposite the Division indicated that considerable
opposition might be expected against patrols so close to the Hinden-
burg Line. The Tenth Brigade attack was prepared for 1 ». M.
and artillery support requested, with simultaneous action by the ad-
Jjoining brigades. The hour of attack was delayed. Then came word
that the 155’s could not fire. Only the first battalion had gotten into
position in rear of Bois des Saulx. .

Preceded by a light barrage from the 75’s, Major Mahin and
Major Leonard launched their attack at 5 o’clock. The advance of
the patrols immediately called forth fire from enemy rifles and ma-
chine guns, for the barrage was too light to be effective. Enemy
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artillery, both heavy and light, opened up and began to play on the
trenches and the advancing waves. First Lieutenant Vories P.
Brown of the Sixth was killed. The troops advanced steadily in spite
of the opposition. On the left Major Leonard found easier going
and swept the ravine in the west of Bois de Bonvaux. By 8 ». m.
outposts had been established north of Bonvaux. Contact was gained
with the Marines at Rembercourt. Further advance was suspended,
however, because the Eleventh had not kept pace with the Sixth.

The enemy’s strong positions in front and on the right of Major
Mahin made it necessary for the Eleventh to fight for every foot of
ground. Heavy artillery fire punished his troops in the open and
small-arms in the edges of Hanido and Bonvaux held the lines up.
Three companies were rushed to reinforce the battalion, and the artil-
lery, which was all in position at last, was directed on Bois de Hanido.
The Boche attacked at 7:830 p. M. and the Eleventh was forced to
retire from the line it had reached about three hundred meters north
of Bois Gerard. At the end of an hour, however, the battalion was
reorganized and the enemy checked. Major Bankhead arrived with
a support battalion.

By midnight the patrols were in the neighborhood of the required
outpost line. At 1:15 A. M. Captain Wood was established at La
Souleuvre Ferme. The 857th Infantry of the Ninetieth Division on
the right had slow going and had come up only to within 700 meters
of Major Mahin’s forces. Major Mahin went on forward to clean
up Bois de Trou de la Haie. His message to Colonel Payne of the
Twentieth Field Artillery, who was keeping up a light bombard-
ment of the enemy lines, was: “Be careful with our fire. Our troops
on way to Berlin. Hard to get exact position, but we have infantry
in Bois de Trou de la Haie. Have taken Souleuvre Ferme, have
some men in Bois de Bonvaux. No liaison of any strength with 357th
on right. They don’t seem to advance as fast. At all events keep
fire well in advance of points mentioned.”

The work of establishing the outposts continued through the re-
mainder of the night, with the enemy sending over considerable mus-
tard gas. Major Leonard on the left had swung back his right flank
under orders from the brigade commander, in an effort to connect
up with the Eleventh Infantry; but in the darkness and the woods
liaison was not gained until daylight. Major Mahin, having lost
contact with Major Leonard and meeting very strong resistance at
La Souleuvre Ferme, withdrew some three hundred meters in rear
of the farm and there established himself on a line in liaison with
elements of the Ninetieth Division. When daylight came the right
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flank of the Sixth Infantry was located in Bois de Bonvaux, and
joined the 857th Infantry about half a kilometer southwest of La
Souleuvre Ferme. The positions were strengthened and held. The
brigade had suffered over three hundred casualties in the action, but
had taken about 200 prisoners and material. \We were beginning to
suffer the heavy artillery reaction, which follows upon the termination
of every attack while troops are still in the open and cannot be
thoroughly protected by trenches and dugouts.

The rainy weather had come to an end and the sun shone brightly
on the 15th. The tanks were relieved from further duty with the
Division. They had failed to be of assistance in any operations, but
had continually broken lines of communication and hindered move-
ments on the roads. Enemy airmen were becoming bolder and they
now ventured over our lines frequently. A plane was brought down
near Vieville and another near Regnieville. One daring aviator
camouflaged as an Allied flyer made his way far behind our lines
and set fire to two observation balloons. He had almost made good
his escape when an Allied combat plane brought him down on the
edge of German territory. The digging-in was kept up on the front-
line positions under intermittent shelling by the Boche. No attacks
on either side were attempted.

In the afternoon the troops of the Eleventh received a young
Frenchwoman who escaped from La Souleuvre Ferme. She had
lived there throughout the war with her father and brother, and gave
the Intelligence Section valuable information concerning the Ger-
man troops, supplies and positions. She described the Hindenburg
Line as being “first two bands of wire, then a string of many dug-
outs; next three bands of wire and more dugouts, placed checkerwise
and about a hundred meters apart, built low and camouflaged,”—
evidently pillboxes.

Orders were issued for the relief of the Sixth and Eleventh by
the Ninth Brigade on the night of the 15-16th. At 7 o’clock Major
Bankhead (I1/61) and Major Baldwin (I1/60) advanced from their
support positions in rear of Bois Gerard to take over the outpost
lines of Major Mahin’s (I/11) and Major Leonard’s (II1/6) bat-
talions. The Army Objective Line, or main line of resistance, through
Bois Gerard and Hill 861.4, was taken by Major Henley (I/61) on
the right, Lieutenant Colonel McClure (ITI/61) in the center, and
Major Davis (I11/60) on the left. Major Palen took over the In-’
termediate Position with the first battalion of the Sixtieth. The
troops of the Tenth Brigade moved back to the old positions north
of the Metz highway. General Castner and Colonel Malone ex-



116 , History of the Fifth Division

changed P. C.’s and at 8 a. M. of September 16th command passed to
General Castner, commanding the Ninth Brigade.

In order to organize the new positions thoroughly, the relieving
battalions carried to the Army Objective Line the necessary tools,
wire and stakes for entrenching and wiring-in. Colonel Adams of the
Seventh Engineers had prepared plans for the construction of a posi-
tion of resistance along the Army Objective Line and Lieutenant
Colonel Paules of the Engineers supervised the work of staking out
the lines and distributing the labor. Permanent organization was
begun, and when the Division’s relief came next night two-foot
trenches had been constructed and the whole front had been solidly
wired by the Engineers. Captain Walter S. Keller, Seventh En-
gineers, was killed by shell-fire on the morning of the 17th while
returning from work on the new positions.

The outpost battalions of the Sixty-first and Sixtieth had orders
to establish their patrols on the surveillance line, up to La Souleuvre
Ferme—Rembercourt. Major Baldwin (I1/60) had relieved Major
Leonard (II1/6) on the left on the south edge of Bois de Bonvaux
about 9:00 p. M. The enemy was harassing the lines with a light
artillery fire. Bright moonlight and machine gun nests a couple
of hundred meters ahead prevented Major Baldwin from making
the ordered disposition of his troops. Contact patrols found neither
the Marines on the left nor the Sixty-first on the right.

On the east half of the sector Major Bankhead’s (II-61) troops
went forward with instructions to occupy the heights of Bois de
Grand Fontaine. Companies G and H on the left advanced with-
out finding any signs of the enemy and at 7:00 a. m. of the 16th had
almost reached the crest of the ridge in Grand Fontaine before they
were discovered. Seven machine guns were captured and their
crews killed. Others were routed and the height was won. Com-
panies E and F, striking in the direction of La Souleuvre Ferme, met
the usual resistance, and took up positions on Hill 861.4. Steady
enfilade fire from Company D of the Fourteenth Machine Gun Bat-
talion broke the resistance. In the afternoon the right again at-
tempted to advance and pushed its way up to the desired lines, only
to be forced to retire in the evening when the valley was drenched
with gas.

Major Baldwin undertook to place his patrols in the left half of
the sector on the desired line of surveillance. All day long the
troops had stood up under harassing fire of 77’s and 105’s, inter-
spersed with gas. The Germans had had sufficient time to concen-
trate their artillery and were subjecting our lines to a severe and
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continued bombardment. At 4 o’clock they put over a half-hour’s bar-
rage. At 6:20 p. M., however, in spite of another enemy bombard-
ment, the battalion advanced. The troops went forward in good
order and encountered little opposition from German infantry. The
line of surveillance was reached and the men dug in. Captain Lee S.
Eads of the Sixtieth had received wounds which caused his death.
Liaison patrols found opposition from machine guns, but the enemy
was speedily dispatched. The tactics of one gun crew were described
thus:

“M. G. fire until close approach of our infantry.

Threw grenades when our troops advanced to 80 yards.

Called “Kamerad” at 20 yards.

Attached to A. E. F. for rations at 0 yards.”

A%

The Seventy-eighth Division, which had formed part of the
First Corps reserve in the St. Mihiel Operation, took over the sector
of the Fifth Division on the night of the 16-17th. Relief of the Ninth
Brigade was begun at 7 p. M. and by morning the companies of the
811th and 312th Infantry were established in their positions clear up
to the surveillance line, Rembercourt—La Souleuvre Ferme.

The Tenth Brigade had already started on its march to the vicin-
ity of Tremblecourt. After its relief General Castner’s brigade
moved back to Manoncourt and the region of Dom-evre-en-Haye.
The Fifth Field Artillery Brigade and Seventh Engineers remained
in the sector. On the 16th the batteries of the 59th C. A. C., 219th
F. A. and 182nd F. A. had been relieved from duty with the divisional
artillery. On the night of the 17-18th the Fifth Brigade took over
additionally the sector of the Second Artillery Brigade, inasmuch as
the Seventh-eighth Division had also relieved the Second Division.
The operation was over, the sector was to become once more a quiet
one, and the lines were to be held by the normal inactive-sector number
of troops. The Engineers policed the entire area, burying the dead,
salvaging equipment and property, collecting and classifying cap-
tured material.

The spoils mounted high. Twenty-five 77-mm. guns, four 105-
mm. guns, thirteen 150-mm. guns, seven anti-tank guns, one anti-
aircraft battery, thirty trench mortars, 125 machine guns, 550 rifles,
over 100,000 rounds of artillery and trench mortar ammunition, 65
horses, thirty flat cars and several miles of 60 cm. railroad equipment,
one complete field hospital, twenty wagons, thousands of dollars’
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worth of signal, engineer and medical property, many maps and secret
documents, and innumerable miscellaneous articles were listed in the
captures of the Fifth Division.

Heavy losses had been inflicted on the enemy personnel. Ger-
mans killed in the Division sector were estimated at three hundred.
Thirty-two officers, 1,210 enlisted men and one woman were taken
prisoner. There was no possible estimate of the enemy wounded.
Sixty-one wounded prisoners had received medical attention at the
evacuation hospital. The Seventh-seventh Reserve Division that had
opposed the Fifth Division at the outset had been almost wiped out,
and the 128rd Saxon Division that had come to the rescue had suf-
fered so severely that the troops had refused to make further counter-
attacks.

Our own casualties numbered 1,612. Thirteen officers were
killed, forty-four wounded and eleven gassed. Among the enlisted
men 805 were killed, 1,128 wounded and 116 gassed. Only two were
known to be captured. Most of the casualties were suffered by the
Tenth Brigade, which had conducted the assault, sustained the
counterattack and occupied the sector four of the five days of the
operation. However, on account of the increased severity of the Ger-
man artillery fire on the 16th, the losses of the Ninth Brigade were
very heavy for the time engaged.

The Red Diamond Division had met its first real test and had
succeeded, even reaching its objectives before adjoining divisions. To
the Commanding General, Major General Ligget of the First Corps
had telegraphed after the first day’s victory: “Congratulate sincerely
the Fifth Division on its splendid achievement today and desire to
express my pride and gratification in having such a splendid unit
under my command.”

In publishing this commendation to his command in General
Orders, General McMahon said: “The Division Commander also de-
sires to express his deep appreciation of the splendid spirit which
has animated the entire Division during the recent operations. Only
a well disciplined command, inspired by excellent morale, could have
undergone so cheerfully the severe conditions of service and weather
and have carried out with such splendid spirit in battle the orders of
the Corps Commander.

“It is to be distinctly understood that this expression of appre-
ciation is intended not only for the combatant troops of the Division,
but also for those whose untiring efforts under trying conditions of
traffic and weather made possible the forwarding of supplies and the
evacuation and care of the wounded.”
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For acts of special bravery and gallantry five officers and six-
teen enlisted men were awarded the Distinguished Service Cross.
Fifteen officers and a hundred enlisted men were cited in Division
General Orders. The Fifth Division had won a place in the A. E. F.
Honor Roll and shortly after the operation the members began wear-
ing the shoulder insignia of the Red Diamond. Colonel Malone,
leader of the victorious Tenth Brigade, was made a Brigadier
General.

From September 17th to 27th the Division remained in the rear
of its old sector, southeast of Domevre. Two days were given the
men for rest. New clothing and equipment were issued and the
troops cleaned up after the week’s hard work in the mud and rain.
Many recruits were received to replace men lost in the operation.
Inspections were held and training schedules were started to increase
discipline and prepare the Division for another trip to the front.
Special attention was given to correcting the mistakes that had been
made in the drive. Problems in going through woods, and liaison,
with close order drill and wearing of gas masks characterized the
instruction.

The Ammunition Train was kept busy hauling salvage and filling
up all combat units with the required amount of ammunition. The
Mobile Ordnance Repair Shop was busy overhauling guns of the
Artillery Brigade that had been put out of action by rough travel
or enemy hits in the drive. The Mobile Veterinary Section had its
hands full receiving and taking care of sick and disabled horses.
Practically all the artillery horses and many of the animals of other
units had been worn out by the rigors of the operation. The veteri-
narians had as many as two hundred horses on their sick line and
made as many as a hundred evacuations in a day.

The Seventh Engineers remained behind with the Seventy-
eighth Division, laid out the defensive positions on the former front
of the Second Division, and assisted the Engineer Regiment of the
Seventy-eighth Division in continuance of the work of organizing the
sector until the 24th, when they marched back to rest billets at
Rosieres-en-Haye. The following night, however, they were re-
turned to the Metz bridge-Regnieville-Limey area for road work
under Corps orders. On the 28th they were again relieved and
marched back to Cornieville to rejoin the Division. Company A,
Seventh Engineers, which had been detached from the regiment on
the 24th, was at Boucq building new quarters for Fourth Corps
Headquarters. '
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The Eleventh Infantry, with attached companies of the Fifteenth
Machine Gun Battalion, was sent from Tremblecourt to Dieulouard
on the Moselle and placed at the disposition of the French Sixty-
ninth Division in the Pont-4-Mouson sector in case of enemy attack.
While here they were constantly under enemy shell-fire, as the Boche
artillery was searching for the position of a huge French railroad
gun, one of the largest of the entire western front. On September
29th, while the men were at noon mess, a couple of direct hits were
registered upon the kitchens of the first battalion of the Eleventh
and Company A of the Fifteenth. First Lieutenant James O. New-
pher was mortally wounded. Thirteen men were killed and three
officers and sixty men were wounded. Other shells killed several
horses. The regiment moved to Manoncourt during the night of
September 29-80th.

While in the Domevre area the Fifth Division was a part of the
reserve of the Fourth Corps, behind the Seventy-eighth and Ninetieth
Divisions. On the night of September 25th the 69th French and 90th,
78th, 89th and 42nd Divisions made a series of concerted raids on
the German lines to divert the attention of the enemy and assist in
the success of the new American drive that was being launched north
of Verdun, between the Meuse and the Argonne. For the action
the Thirteenth Machine Gun Battalion was attached to the Nine-
tieth Division. It marched to a position in reserve with the 848rd
Machine Gun Battalion, but did not go into action. The Thirteenth
rejoined the Division on September 29th.

Companies A and C of the Sixtieth Infantry, with Company
C of the Fourteenth Machine Gun Battalion and two sections of
Stokes mortars, were attached to the Sixty-ninth French Division
for the raid. The force under command of Major Palen operated
with a company of Senegalese in taking Bois de Frehaut, east of the
Moselle. The mission was carried out and prisoners taken. The
troops were subjected to severe high-explosive and gas shelling and
machine gun fire, and had as casualties four officers wounded; eleven
enlisted men killed, twenty-eight wounded, nine gassed and twelve
missing.

On September 27-28th the Division moved by night, marching
back to the Pagny-sur-Meuse area, west of Toul. All the detached
units joined, except the Artillery Brigade and its sections of the Am-
munition Train and M. O. R. S., which remained in the Thiaucourt-
Pont-4-Mousson sector till the end of the war. The troops went into
more comfortable billets in the small towns along the Meuse and the
training schedules were resumed.
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ENLISTED MEN KILLED IN ACTION
ST. MIHIEL OPERATION

SIXTIETH INFANTRY

Pvt. Elon E. Hill, Hq. Co. Pvt. John Cimoch, Co. F.

Pvt. Martin J. Jennings, Hg. Co. *Sgt. Henry J. Fields, Co. F.
Pvt. Leslie McPherson, Hq. Co. Corp. William B. Kent, Co. F.
Pvt. Charles Weaver, Hq. Co. Pvt. George Britt, Co. G..

*Pvt. Frank Lodick, Co. A. Pfc. Richard C. Tramble, Co. G.

*Pvt. Thomas McCaffery, Co. A. Sgt. William Wood, Co. G.

*Sgt. Percy R. Winch, Co. A. Pvt. Thomas D. Costello, Co. H.
Pvt. Dan Antrillo, Co. B. Bug. John H. Mason, Co. H.
Pvt. John N. Cool, Co. B. Pvt. John Salava, Co. H.

Pvt. Aubrey M. Meserbey, Co. B. Pvt. Jeremiah C. Shallow, Co. H.
Corp. Alexander Rogacki, Co. B. Pvt. Adams Spohn, Co. H.
Corp. Lee Sly, Co. B. Pvt. William Twardoski, Co. H.

*Corp. Ross W. Welch, Co. B. Pvt. Henry K. Weikel, Co. H.

*Pvt. Daniel Bronski, Co. D. Pvt. Carl A. Willig, Co. H.

Pvt. John Nedzimski, Co. L.

SIXTY-FIRST INFANTRY

*Pfc. John T. Coleman, Co. D. Pvt. Alfred L. Dyer, Co. H.
*Pvt. Felix Jagodinsky, Co. E. Pvt. John Corr, Co. L.
Pvt. George K. Ditmars, Co. F. Pvt. Emery L. Frame, Co. L.
Pfc. Joseph C. Ramires, Co. G. *Pvt. Albert Korton, Co. L.
Pvt. Jim Adams, Co. H. Pvt. Ray Miller, Co. L.
Pvt. Solferino Barberini, Co. H. Pvt. Harry O. Wiemar, Co. L.
FOURTEENTH MACHINE GUN BATTALION
*Wag. George Fulton, Hq. Co. Pvt. Ambrose O’Keefe, Co. B.
Wag. John H. Smith, Hq. Co. Sgt. George W. Ackley, Co. C.
Pvt. Patrick J. McGuinness, Co. A. Pvt. Charles L. Jannetz, Co. C.
Sgt. Senae Begnacke, Co. B. Pfc. Harry Loose, Co. C.
Pvt. Bishop M. Jupin, Co. B. Pvt. Otis Boss, Co. D.
SIXTH INFANTRY
Corp. Joseph G. Armistead, Hq. Co. Pvt. Henry W. Holle, Co. C.
Pfc. Ervin L. Bolten, Hq. Co. Pvt. Wojciech Lefek, Co. C.
*Pvt. James H. Haywood, Hq. Co. Pfc. John Malone, Co. C.
Pvt. Charles Lorens, Hq. Co. Corp. Claude Sauls, Co. C.
Pvt. John K. Sands, Hq. Co. Corp. James P. Sullivan, Co. C.
Pvt. Cornelius F. Strandburg, Hq. Co. Pvt. James R. Whittle, Co. C.
*Corp. Joseph Bartosiewicz, Co. A. Sgt. George W. Young, Co. C.
Pvt. Walter S. Jumps, Co. A. Pvt. Hayes A. Cornelius, Co. E.
Pvt. Michael P. Smith, Co. A. Pvt. John B. Gabbard, Co. E.
Pvt. William L. Helms, Co. B. Pvt. Tom Jones, Co. E.
Cook Ivory W. Woodward, Co. B. Pvt. James B. Pryor, Co. E.
Pfc. Cecil Brummett, Co. C. Pfc. Levi Starr, Co. E.
Corp. Henry C. Cunningham, Co. C. *Corp. James Tevnan, Co. E.
Pfc. Edward DeCalle, Co. C. Sgt. Charles F. Barker, Co. F.
Pvt. Joseph J. Duffek, Co. C. Pvt. John J. Connelly, Co. F.
Pfc. Noah Eckols, Co. C. Pfc. Dewitt Gober, Co. F. ~
*Pvt. John M. Fitzgerald, Co. C. Pvt. Frank Miecezkowski, Co. F.
Pvt. Jack Foster, Co. C. Sgt. Albert Robbins, Co. F.
Pvt. Oscar W. Green, Co. C. Pvt. Milton Sandler, Co. F.
Pfc. Ward Henderson, Co. C. Corp. Donald Taylor, Co. F.

(*) Died of wounds.
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SIXTH INFANTRY—Continued

Pvt. James F. Calhoun, Co. G. ’ *Pvt. William Sulikx, Co. I.

*Pvt. Charles W. Ard, Co. H. Pvt. Mart Wallace, Co. 1.

Pfc. Russell Crabtree, Co. H. Pvt. Samuel H. Duncan, Co. K.
Sgt. John Dennison, Co. H. Pfc. Laure H. Messinger, Co. K.
Pvt. Richard Williams, Co. H. Pvt. Lester Taylor, Co. K.

Sgt. Guy A. Blalock, Co. L. Pvt. Virgil L. Walker, Co. K.
Pvt. Lloyd Brewer, Co. I. Pvt. Ieslie B. Adams, Co. L.
Corp. Mearle C. Cooper, Co. I. Pvt. Kelly Elam, Co. L.

Pfc. Robert M. Davis, Co. 1. Pvt. John E. Hill, Co. I..

Pvt. Silvio F. DeCapito, Co. I. *Pvt. George T. Hunter, Co. L.
Pvt. George W. Decker, Co. I. *Pvt. Raymond Kerper, Co. L.
Pvt. Benjamin Griffin, Co. I. Corp. Joe Kosivick, Co. L.

Pvt. George E. Naeker, Co. 1. *Pvt. James E. McDouglas, Co. L.
Pvt. Galatana Parravano, Co. 1. . Corp. Andrew P. Alves, Co. M.

Pvt. James Durbin, Co. M.
ELEVENTH INFANTRY

Pfc. Charles E. Boyer, Hq. Co. Corp. James W. McCutcheon, Co. C.
Pvt. Ralph J. Davidson, Hq. Co. Corp. Owen J. Rains, Co. C.
Pvt. Edward Tripp, Hq. Co. *Pvt. Ivan L. Scott, Co. C.

*Pfc. John E. Socia, M. G. Co. Pvt. Montgomery A. Sealy, Co. C.
Pvt. Robert O. Weston, M. G. Co. Pvt. Eugene Stuffelbaum, Co. C.
Pvt. John Brown, Med. Det. *Pvt. Pleasant Woods, Co. C.
Pvt. William M. Mylius, Med. Det. *Pvt. William J. Wott, Co. C.
Pvt. Culess Christopher, Co. A. Sgt. Herman Zeska, Co. C.

Pvt. Steve Evicz, Co. A. ‘ Pvt. Emil B. Blumchi, Co. D.
Pvt. John Garrison, Co. A. Pvt. Orville E. Fourman, Co. D.

*Sgt. Robert F. Lowe, Co. A. *Pfc. Stephen L. Francis, Co. D.
Corp. Holly F. MacCaslin, Co. A. *Pvt. L.ada Friedle, Co. D.

Pfc. Edward Marshieder, Co. A. Pfe. Rex D. Jenkins, Co. D.
Corp. Cecil Martin, Co. A. Pvt. John Adams, Co. E.

Pfec. Florentine Morales, Co. A. Pvt. James E. Armstrong, Co. E.
Sgt. James Phillips, Co. A. Pvt. Claude L. Fifer, Co. E.

*Pvt. James Roach, Co. A. Pvt. Robert H. Jones, Co. E.
Pvt. Antonio Santora, Co. A. Pvt. Richart Ievett, Co. E.

Pvt. Nils Thompson, Co. A. : Pvt. Marvin J. Odom, Co. E.
Pfc. Jeremiah Zerbe, Co. A. Pvt. John M. Wix, Co. E.

Pvt. Leslie Allen, Co. B. Pvt. Antoni Klemieticz, Co. F.
Corp. Guy R. Brown, Co. B. Pvt. Tony Montesi, Co. F.
Pvt. Nick Casiano, Co. B. Pvt. Maurice Cotter, Co. G.

*Sgt. Clarence IL.. Corey, Co. B. Pvt. Pietro Di Piazzo, Co. G.
Mess Sgt. Virgilio Curetto, Co. B. Pvt. Harry Getino, Co. G.

Mech. David Dean, Co. B. Corp. John D. Haubert, Co. G.

*Corp. Clinton F. Delius, Co. B. Pvt. Tilgham Meitzler, Co. G.
Pvt. Lawrence Emmons, Co. B. Corp. Ralph V. Morris, Co. G.
Pvt. Curvin H. Heiss, Co. B. ’ Pfc. Elliot F. Perry, Co. G.
Corp. Homer F. Moulin, Co. B. Pvt. Steve Yackumoich, Co. G.
1st Sgt. Clifford Murphy, Co. B. Pvt. Tom Zauras, Co. G.

Pvt. David O’Connor, Co. B. Pvt. Everett Brothers, Co. H.
Pvt. Emilio Orlando, Co. B. Pvt. Charles Collier, Co. H.
Pvt. Thomas Ryer, Co. B. *Pvt. Patrick J. Coyne, Co! H.

*Corp. Robert J. Sabiston, Co. B. Pfc. Frank R. Gardner, Co. H.
Pvt. John C. Stroup, Co. B. Pfe. Dick Gricas, Co. H. :

*Pvt. Charles J. Wasch, Co. B. Corp. George W. Hastings, Co. H.
Pvt. John Belzer, Co. C. Pvt. Oscar Martin, Co. H. '
Pvt. Eath Bush, Co. C. Mech. Chester Meek, Co. H.

Pvt. Arthur W. Cadwallader, Co. C. Pvt. Ernest Newberry, Co. H.
Pvt. Mount E. Goulson, Co. C. Pvt. Joseph Pellet, Co. H.

(*) Died of wounds.
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ELEVENTH INFANTRY—Continued

Corp. Frasier E. Smith, Co. H.
Corp. Marcus W. Cockerham, Co. 1.
Corp. Ralph McKeown, Co. 1.
Pvt. Ira A. Miller, Co. 1.

Corp. Jacob VanEsen, Co. 1.

Sgt. Tony Vince, Co. 1.

Pvt. Frank Wilson, Co. I.

Pvt. John Williams, Co. 1.

Pvt. Thomas Carr, Co. K.

Pvt. Charles M. Davis, Co. K.
*Sgt. Francis Garland, Co. K.
Sgt. Jacob Gorgoschilitz, Co. K.
Pvt. Samuel I. Jopp, Co. K.
*Sgt. James Moran, Co. K.

Pvt. Bennie Paul, Co. K.

Sgt. Cyrmer Warras, Co. K.
Corp. I.ouis Drenseck, Co. L.
Pvt. Grober P. Erb, Co. L.
Corp. Thomas McCormick, ‘Co. L.

Pvt. Ezra Mayo, Co. L.

*Pvt. Abraham Ohren, Co. L.
Corp. Thomas Regan, Co. L.
Pvt. Thomas P. Vaughn, Co. L.

*Corp. Louis Verbiscar, Co. L.
Pvt. William Weekly, Co. L.
Corp. John R. Wilson, Co. L.
Pfc. Lexie Cherry, Co. M.

Pvt. Edward G. Dumler, Co. M.
Pfc. John F. Garven, Co. M.

*Pfc. Mark 1. Good, Co. M.
Corp. Charles Grimes, Co. M.
Corp. Edward J. Harmon, Co. M.
Pfe. Clarence Hoff, Co. M.
Sgt. John H. Lewis, Co. M.

Pvt. Thom Mathews, Co. M.
Pvt. Harlow M. Picton, Co. M.

*Sgt. Fred S. Rohrbeck, Co. M.

Corp. Herbert C. Ward, Co. M.

FIFTEENTH MACHINE GUN BATTALION

Mech. Frank W. Brady, Co. A.
Pfe. Harry C. Cahill, Co. B.
Pvt. Robert L. Roberts, Co. B.
Pvt. John C. Russ, Co. B.

Pvt. Herman G. Steagall, Co. B.
Pfc. Hugh A. Williams, Co. B.
*Pfc. Elbert Wolfe, Co. B.

Corp. Joseph Bailey, Co. C.
Pvt. Robert Bracken, Co. C.

Pvt. William Cubberly, Co. C.

*Pvt. Harlie Hazen, Co. C.
*Corp. William P. McColl, Co. C.
Pvt. Urgan J. Mont, Co. C.

Pvt. Wilson Newton, Co. C.
Pfe. Ervin Pearson, Co. C.

Pvt. Spencer W. Wallace, Co. C.
Pvt. Louis Wilson, Co. C.

*Pvt. Steve Yendrick, Co. C.
Pvt. Thomas Harmer, Co. D.
*Pvt. William T. O’Hearn.

*Pvt. Thomas A. Tobin.

TWENTIETH FIELD ARTILLERY
Pfc. Clayton J. Keller.

TWENTY-FIRST FIELD ARTILLERY

Corp. Myron D. Dodge, Hq. Co.
Pvt. Hans Miller, Hq. Co.

*Corp. Sanford Cain, Btry. Co.
*Pfc. Russell L. Cheatle, Btry. Co.

Pvt. Markey Revnik, Btry. F.

SEVENTH ENGINEERS

Pvt. Anthony Balcer
*Pvt. Edward O. Fugle.

*Pvt. Rudolph Johnson.
Corp. Allen K. Stelle.

ENLISTED MEN KILLED IN ACTION
SIXTIETH INFANTRY'S ACTION WITH FRENCH, SEPTEMBER 25th

Pvt. Benjamin H. Carr, Co. A.
*Pvt. Oscar A. Noren, Co. A.
Pvt. Elmer M. Romaine, Co. A.
*Pvt. Frank Hammond, Co. B.
Pfe. Henry C. Pauley, Co. B.
Pvt. Joe Cadili, Co. C.

(*) Died of wounds.

Pvt. Abe Gell, Co. C.

Pvt. Joseph Jankiewicz, Co. C.
Sgt. Henry L. Kersey, Co. C.
Bug. Stewart W. Krider, Co. C.
Pvt. Elisha Rocklin, Co. C.
Pvt. Martin Gleason, Co. 1.
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ELEVENTH INFANTRY

*Cook James Augustine, Co. A. Pvt. Zeb McCurry, Co .A.
Pvt. George Collard, Co: A. *Pvt. Quiller Richardson, Co. A.
Sgt. Hardman Deming, Co. A. Pvt. Thomas Armes, Co. B.
Pfc. Grant Dissinger, Co. A. *Pvt. Julius Wooten, Co. C.

Pvt. John K. Thatcher, Co. K.

FIFTEENTH MACHINE GUN BATTALION

*Pfc. Ephrian Thompson, Med. Det. *Pvt. Ocey Jones, Co. C.

*Sgt. Albert Chinn, Co. C. *Corp. Howard Miller, Co. C.
Pvt. Charles W. Clark, Co. C. *Pvt. Henry J. Rammel, Co. C.
Pvt. Grant W. Cole, Co. C. Pvt. Robert M. Stevens, Co. C.
Pvt. Willlam J. DuValle, Co. C. *Pvt. John B. Swart, Co. C.

*Pvt. Joseph Griffith, Co. C. *Pvt. Lester W. Taylor, Co. C.

Sgt. Clarence J. Weaver, Co. C.

(*) Died of wounds.
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BATTALION AND HIGHER COMMANDERS IN FIFTH DIVISION

IN ST. MIHIEL OPERATION

Major General John E. McMahon, Commanding Division.
First Lieutenant Leslie W. Devereux, Aide de Camp.
Second Lieutenant Roy F. Ash, Aide de Camp.

GENERAL STAFF
Colonel Clement A. Trott, Chief of Staff.
Major Martin C. Shallenberger, Assistant Chief of Staff, G-1.
Major Herbert Parsons, Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2.
Lieutenant Colonel John B. Barnes, Assistant Chief of Staff, G-3.

PRINCIPAL STAFF OFFICERS
Colonel Robert H. Pierson, Division Surgeon.
Lieutenant Colonel Gilbert M. Allen, Division Machine Gun Officer.
Lieutenant Colonel Charles F. Leonard, Division Signal Officer.
Lieutenant Colonel Robert G. Peck, Division Inspector.
Lieutenant Colonel David P. Wood, Division Adjutant.
Major P. James Cosgrave, Division Judge Advocate.
Major Thomas G. Hayes, Division Ordnance Officer.
Major Charles Meals, Division Quartermaster.
First Lieutenant A. M. Fisher, Division Gas Officer.
First Lieutenant Thomas A. Knight, Secretary to General Staff.

NINTH INFANTRY BRIGADE
Brigadier General Joseph C. Castner, Commanding brigade.
First Lieutenant Frank M. Smith, Aide de Camp.
Second Lieutenant Rowland H. Peacock, Aide de Camp.
Major James D. Rivet, Brigade Adjutant.

SIXTIETH INFANTRY
Colonel Frank B. Hawkins, Commanding regiment.
Major Matthew A. Palen, Commanding first battalion.
Major Geoffrey P. Baldwin, Commanding second battalion.
Major Lee D. Davis, Commanding third battalion.

SIXTY-FIRST INFANTRY
Colonel Hugh D. Wise, Commanding regiment.
Major Donald C. Henley, Commanding first battalion.
Major Charles C. Bankhead, Commanding second battalion,
Lieutenant Colonel Lowe A. McClure, Commanding third battalion.

FOURTEENTH MACHINE GUN BATTALION
Major Jens A. Doe, Commanding battalion.

TENTH INFANTRY BRIGADE
Colonel Paul B. Malone, Commanding brigade.
First Lieutenant Joseph H. Hinwood, Jr., Aide de Camp.
Major George H. van de Steeg, Brigade Adjutant.

SIXTH INFANTRY
Colonel Henry J. Hunt, Commanding regiment.
Major George H. Huddleson, Commanding first battalion.
Major Courtney H. Hodges, Commanding second battalion.
Major John W. Leonard, Commanding third battalion.

ELEVENTH INFANTRY
Colonel John B. Bennet, Commanding regiment.
Major Frank C. Mahin, Commanding first battalion.
Major John H. Muncaster, Commanding second battalion.
Major Everett D. Barlow, Commanding third battalion to September 12th.
Major Richard C. Birmingham, Commanding third battalion from September 13th.
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FIFTEENTH MACHINE GUN BATTALION
Major William M. Grimes, Commanding battalion.

FIFTH FIELD ARTILLERY BRIGADE

Brigadier General Clement A. F. Flagler, Commanding brigade.
First Lieutenant Jackson H. Boyd, Aide de Camp.
Second Lieutenant Howard F. Fletcher, Aide de Camp.
Major John Magruder, Brigade Adjutant.
NINETEENTH FIELD ARTILLERY

Lieutenant Colonel C. P. Hollingsworth, Commanding regiment.

Major John S. MacTaggart, Commanding first battalion.

Major Walton F. Winton, Commanding second battalion.

TWENTIETH FIELD ARTILLERY

Colonel Brook Payne, Commanding regiment.

Major Cuyler L. Clarke, Commanding first battalion.

Major George L. Miller, Commanding second battalion.
TWENTY-FIRST FIELD ARTILLERY

Colonel Richard H. McMaster, Commanding regiment.

Major George S. Gay, Commanding first battalion.

Major Jean A. Jeancon, Commanding second battalion.

Captain George J. Downing, Commanding third battalion.
SEVENTH ENGINEERS

Colonel Lewis M. Adams, Commanding regiment.
Major William M. Hoge, Jr., Commanding first battalion.
Major Leon L. Morton, Commanding second battalion.
First Lieutenant Peter Murphy, Commanding train.
THIRTEENTH MACHINE GUN BATTALION
Major Walton H. Walker, Commanding battalion.

NINTH FIELD SIGNAL BATTALION
Major Deane B. Small, Commanding battalion.

HEADQUARTERS TROOP
First Lieutenant Carl U. Luers, Commanding troop.

FIFTH DIVISION TRAINS
Lieutenant Colonel Harry E. Comstock, Commanding trains.

FIFTH SUPPLY TRAIN
Major Oral E. Clark, Commanding train.

FIFTH AMMUNITION TRAIN

Lieutenant Colonel R. John West, Commanding train.
Major Robert B. Lorch, Commanding horsed battalion.
Major Frederick A. Barker, Commanding motor battalion.

FIFTH SANITARY TRAIN

Lieutenant Colonel Carey J. Vaux, Commanding train.

Major Dana W. Drury, Director of Field Hospitals.

Major John I. Robinson, Director of Ambulance Companies to September 14th.
Captain Edward C. Morton, Director of Ambulance Companies from September 15th.

FIFTH MILITARY POLICE
Major William H. Gill, Commanding Military Police.



CuartER IV
WINNING THE BOIS DES RAPPES
I

HE first of October saw the fortunes of the Cen-

tral Powers waning fast, Marshal Foch, Su-

preme Commander of the Allied Armies, was

striking the Germans hard and continually, driv-

ing first here, then there, exhausting the enemy

reserves and forcing rapidly the withdrawal of

the Huns from France. The tide that had

threatened to engulf the Entente in July had

| turned forever. The American Army had fol-

lowed up its victorious drive at St. Mihiel by the hard-smashing at-

tack in the Argonne and on the Meuse. Westward the French,

British and Belgians were continuing their rapid reconquest of terri-

tory they had not held since the opening days of the war. The Boche

were being driven off the Chemin des Dames, were making their last

stand in St. Quentin, Cambrai and Lens and had recoiled before a
terrific wedge-drive east of Ypres in Belgium.

On October 2nd came orders for the Fifth Division to move to
the Souilly Area, southeast of Verdun, preparatory to going into
that inferno where the best of the Allied forces, our First Army, was
hammering between the Argonne and the Meuse to cut the artery of
the German line of communications, the Metz-Sedan-Hirson rail-
way. The trains began the toilsome northward trek on the 3rd, while
the foot troops were hurried up in bulky war-worn French camions
a night later. No sooner was the Division arrived in Souilly than
the orders read “the Blercourt-Nixeville region.”

Continuing in their busses the doughboys made the ten kilo-
meters further north and set up pup-tents for their bivouac in the
open fields and woods. The Red Diamond had said good-bye to
civilization, to the land of peace and quiet, to whole-roofed houses and
rest-giving beds, even to comfortable hay mows—for henceforward
there were to be no billets save crumbled villages, artillery-riddled



For a week preceding their entrance into the Meuse-Argonne fight, the men of the
Fifth Division lived in the damp underbrush of the Foret de Hesse.
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woods and muddy shell-holes; no music but the whine of the obus,
the rattle of the machine gun and the boom of the cannon.

Short stay was made at Blercourt-Nixeville. That night of the
5th the march was resumed over winding trails to the northwest and
the Division came to camp in the wide spreading Foret de Hesse,
fifteen kilometers west of Verdun and twenty below the front where
our divisions were pushing back the Boche from north of Montfaucon,
Cierges, Nantillois, Septsarges—towns that had already become
famous in the annals of American achievement. Division Headquar-
ters opened at Blercourt. Every unit trained as never before for the
strenuous days that were sure to come. Many green recruits had
been added to the rolls, men who had never seen a hand grenade, who
knew not the “manual of the gas mask,” who had not learned the en-
dearing qualities of the Springfield. Those days in the woods helped
give the new men knowledge of their weapons and showed our old-
timers wherein they might profit by the mistakes of St. Mihiel.
There was food—plenty of hot, invigorating food, which went far to
make up for the long toilsome drills and the weary nights of sleeping
on damp ground in frequent rain and cold.

The Fifth was designated as the reserve of the Third Army
Corps, behind the Fourth and Eightieth Divisions, operating just
west of the Meuse. The Seventh Engineers on reaching Blercourt
received only seven hours’ rest when they were ordered to march to
Esnes and take up road maintenance and traffic regulation on the
Esnes-Malancourt and Esnes-Bethincourt roads under Corps orders.
The Engineer Train operated a large dump in the town. Only four
days had been spent in the new area when directions came for enter-
ing the line. Corps ordered the relief of the Eightieth by the Fifth
Division, in a narrow sector just east of Cunel and five to six kilo-
meters west of and paralleling the Meuse. The right limits of the
area were described as running from Malancourt to Cuisy, through
Septsarges in a direction slightly west of north, to the southeastern
edge of Bois de Fays; after crossing Bois de Fays the sector widened
out by turning to the northeast, reaching the Meuse about a kilometer
north of Brieulles. On the left the boundary followed the Avocourt
road to Montfaucon, thence ran northward west of Nantillois to
Cunel. From Cunel the line turned northwest and opened the sector
still wider by including Bantheville. The front was then in the
neighborhood of Cunel and Bois de Fays; thus the Fifth was prepar-
ing to enter the small end of an ever-widening funnel; any advance
of our troops would bring a constantly lengthening front line.
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Preparatory to the relief, the second and third battalions of the
Sixtieth Infantry and the third of the Sixty-first, with the Fourteenth
Machine Gun Battalion, moved forward on the afternoon of October
10th under command of Colonel Hawkins. F¥rom Bois de Hesse the
troops followed trails east of Avocourt, went through Bois de Malan-
court and bivouacked for the night north of ruined Malancourt. On
the 11th the Division P. C. was established near the crossing on the
Montfaucon-Cuisy road about a kilometer southwest of Fayel Ferme.
The post of command of the Ninth Brigade, which was designated
to occupy the sector, was set up at Nantillois. The Tenth Brigade,
in reserve, located its P. C. in Bois de Cuisy, two kllometers in rear
of Division Headquarters.

. The sector on which the Division was embarking had been the
scene of terrific fighting since the launching of the assault on Sep-
tember 26th. American bombardments and barrages and German
counterfire had converted the open ridges, ravines and slopes into
stretches of churned and shell-torn earth. The wooded areas, dense
with tangled underbrush, looked as though they had been struck by
fierce cyclones. The villages of the area were wrecked and ruined.
In that initial attack the Seventy-ninth Division had stormed the
heights of Montfaucon and carried the advance to Nantillois, where
thé impulse had spent itself. Then on October 8rd the Eightieth
Division had gone in on a narrow front of less than two kilometers,
astride the north-south road through Nantillois, with the Fourth
Division on its right and the Third Division on its left. The express
mission of the Eightieth was the taking of the Bois des Ogons, two
kilometers north of Nantillois; and for two days the forces struggled
to cross the open ravines and ridges. After penetrating the thick
woods of Ogons the Division beat for four days against the fortress
positions of Ferme de la Madeleine and the many pillboxes and con-
crete trenches on the hill east of the farm and west of Bois de Fays.
Finally on the afternoon of October 9th the 819th Infantry stormed
those strongholds of the Kriemhilde Stellung and succeeded in plac-
ing outposts as far north as La Ville au Bois Ferme and Bois de
Fays. The Fourth Division to the right of the Eightieth Division
finally penetrated the western portions of Bois de Foret, north of the
Cunel-Brieulles road, on October 11th.

When the Fifth Division came to the relief of the Eightieth on
the 11th the front held was reported to be from the neighborhood of
Cunel eastward along the road to Brieulles, with a line of surveillance
north of Cunel and including the Bois de Foret. It was ordered that
battalions of the 819th and 820th Infantry be relieved in the vicinity
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of the small triangular wood called St. Christophe, east of Cunel and
at the western edge of Bois de Foret. On the right, where the sector
widened to the northeast, elements of the Fourth Division were to be
relieved in Bois de Peut de Faux and western and central Bois de
Foret. '
General Castner organized his troops in the familiar formation,
regiments in line, battalions echeloned in depth—Colonel Wise with
the Sixty-first on the right, Colonel Hawkins on the left with the
Sixtieth. The battalions remaining in Bois de Hesse were marched
up to Bois de Montfaucon. The companies of the Fourteenth Ma-
chine Gun Battalion were assigned to the infantry battalions. Cap-
tain Glasgow (1st Bn., 61st) and Major Davis (8rd Bn., 60th) were
named to take over the outpost positions, Major Rivet (8rd Bn.,
61st) and Major Baldwin (2nd Bn., 60th) were to form the support
and Captain Stark (2nd Bn., 61st) and Lieutenant Colonel Peyton
(1st Bn., 60th) were to be in reserve. General Maloneé marched two
battalions of his reserve brigade to the Nantillois area and placed the
rest of his forces in Bois de Cuisy and east of Montfaucon.
Reconnaissance by the officers of the relieving units discovered
that the actual front line held was not the road Cunel-Brieulles as
stated in the Field Order, but that the forces of the Eightieth Division
were some distance south, in Bois de Malaumont and south of Cunel.
Arrangements were made with General Brett of the 160th Brigade
that no attempt would be made to place troops on the desired line
until after the reliefs had all been completed. Finally when the relief
was well under way, about 4 A. M., orders came from the Corps direct-
ing that only one battalion should be used to relieve the Eightieth
Division’s outposts and front lines and one battalion for the Fourth
Division in Bois de Foret. The remainder of the brigade should be
held south of an east and west line through La Ville au Bois Ferme,
and the Fourth Division would continue to hold the central and
eastern parts of Bois de Foret and Bois de Peut de Faux which had
been designated previously as a part of the Fifth Division sector.
From the very first entrance of our troops into the area they
were subjected to harassing shell-fire. Inasmuch as the sector was
only a few kilometers west of the Meuse and throughout its entire
length was visible from the eastern heights still in the hands of the
enemy, his artillery sheltered in those hills could constantly deluge
the whole region with gas, shrapnel and high-explosive. Casualties
were inflicted on our advancing troops, even in the back areas of
Montfaucon and Nantillois. Guides from the Eightieth Division
took the men of the Ninth Brigade forward from Nantillois about
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midnight of the 11th, across roads and through shell-pitted fields and
broken woods, subjected to continuous enemy artillery fire, which
at times became barrage-like in intensity. By morning all the
Eightieth was relieved. Most of the Fourth Division units in our
sector were relieved somewhat later. Command passed to General
McMahon at 6 a. M. of October 12th.

Immediately after our troops were in position the front-line bat-
talions sent forward strong reconnaissance patrols in the endeavor
to bring the lines up to points supposedly taken over. Companies
K, L and M of the Sixtieth Infantry, with half a platoon of Com-
pany A of the Fourteenth Machine Gun, advanced up the narrow
gauge railroad cut east of Cunel. Resistance was encountered im-
mediately. The enemy had his machine gun outposts all around the
town and to the east and they greeted our patrols with a prompt
sputter of lead. The isolated nests did not stop those men, however,
for singly or in groups they rushed gun after gun, killing or taking
prisoner the crews and silencing the offending mitrailleuses. Lieu-
tenant Samuel Woodfill, leading Company M, swept the way by his
own personal valor, wiping out four machine gun nests, killing more
than a dozen Boche and capturing three others.

Company M was meeting heavy fire and the commander rushed
forward, followed by two soldiers at twenty-five yards. He worked
his way around to the flank of the nest whence came the heavy fire,
leaving the two men in front. When he got within ten yards of the
gun it ceased firing and four of the enemy appeared. Three were
shot by Lieutenant Woodfill, but the fourth, an officer, rushed at him.
He attempted to club the German with his rifle. After a hand-to-
hand struggle, Lieutenant Woodfill killed the officer with a pistol
shot.

The advance of the Company continued till another machine
gun nest was encountered. Calling on his men to follow, the lieuten-
ant rushed ahead of his line in the face of the fire and when several
of the enemy appeared he shot them, capturing three other members
of the crew and silencing the gun. The advance went on and for a
third time the lieutenant displayed his bravery by charging another
machine gun position, killing five men in one pit with his rifle. He
then drew his revolver and started to jump into the pit when two
other gunners only a few yards away turned their gun on him. Fail-
ing to kill them with his revolver, Lieutenant Woodfill grabbed up a
pick and dispatched them both. For such conspicuous daring and
gallantry this officer of the Sixtieth was awarded the Medal of Honor.
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The patrols succeeded in reaching the northern edges of Bois de
la Pultiere opposed by these scattered machine gun posts. Other
parties entered Cunel and cleaned up the town. In and about the
little wood St. Christophe six prisoners were taken from four differ-
ent regiments, indicating that the enemy had massed his troops and
was determined to hold his ground with the utmost tenacity. Re-
treating Boche had sounded the alarm, for shortly after Cunel and
Pultiere had been occupied a terrific barrage was laid on those areas.
There was no support on the left and no liaison on the right, so that
the patrols relinquished their gains, being without orders to hold or
to establish a new front. The withdrawal to the region of the Cunel
road was carried out with many losses from the intense shelling.
Half a hundred casualties were the result of the morning’s action.

On the right the first battalion of the Sixty-first, supported by
the third battalion, advanced to the northern edge of the western por-
tion of Bois de Foret. The paths were swept by shell-fire and enemy
machine guns were ever active. Captain Glasgow and most of his
officers were wounded but the companies held on. Instead of playing
out, the artillery fire became more intense as the forenoon passed.
The men were disorganized by the barrage and by the thick under-
growth of Bois de Foret. Major Rivet sent Company M to steady
the lines. '

In the afternoon the Sixtieth sent out another patrol. Com-
panies G and H went forward east of Cunel through St. Christophe.
On the open ground between Bois de Foret and Bois de la Pultiere
the combat groups were caught in another heavy barrage. Somehow
the report came that the enemy was counterattacking with tanks.
No tanks appeared and the enemy’s infantry was held off by the
groups in the wood. Having located the enemy’s position, with the
areas defended by machine gun and artillery fire, the patrol retired
and reported the result of the afternoon’s work. Company G was
withdrawn to the support line and Company H joined the third
battalion which had suffered from its adventure in Cunel and Pultiere
in the morning. This company established liaison with the Sixty-
first, over six hundred meters to the right. A barrage from our
artillery, the 155th Field Artillery Brigade, which we had taken over
from the Eightieth Division, had helped break up the counterattack
of the afternoon, but skirmishing between snipers and machine gun-
ners kept up all night. All our areas from foremost outposts to rear
echelons at Nantillois were subjected to heavy shelling.

At 7 p. M. of the 12th orders had arrived directly that the Ninth
Brigade be relieved that night by the Third Division, so that the
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Fifth Division might be re-formed for an attack. The Third was on
our left and had only to extend its lines to the east in taking over our
sector, but movement was very slow on account of the constant
harassing fire from east of the Meuse. No signs of relief came to the
Sixtieth until about 5 A. M. of the 138th, when Colonel Hawkins was
informed that the Thirtieth Infantry had taken the positions they
desired to occupy and that his regiment might withdraw. Thus the
withdrawal was begun in daylight. The clear weather enabled the
enemy observers on the heights across the river to direct their artillery
fire with telling accuracy. Despite the movement of only small irreg-
ular parties many men were lost, some casualties, some by separation
from their companies in the strange territory. Even the place of
assembly south of Bois de Cunel was under fire. The reorganization
of the worn and much-mixed units was begun under difficulties. Sec-
ond Lieutenant David Hockstein of the Sixtieth had been killed and
Lieutenant Samuel J. Gowler was mortally wounded in the day’s
fighting. )

Elements of the Third Division were all day filtering through
the lines of the Sixty-first, and it was not until 4 p. M. that that regi-
ment was relieved. As Colonel Wise reported, “Skirmishing and
fighting between infantry units became desultory but Boche artillery
fire became ever more active. Our regiment was put in the position
of simply grinding its teeth and holding on to its position in the face
of a terrific bombardment to which they could not retaliate. From
it they got under shelter as best they could by hastily digging in.”
Late in the afternoon the regiment moved in small groups to Bois de
Beuge, southwest of Nantillois, often stopped by barrages. The
units were badly disorganized largely due to the necessity of the regi-
ment’s having to move first to the rear and then to the left in order
to take up its position for the attack of the 14th. The Sixty-first had
lost Chaplain J. A. Deaver and Lieutenants Willoughby R. Marks,
Herbert G. Hollister; Second Lieutenant Alfred G. Sudborough of
the Fourteenth Machine Gun Battalion was mortally wounded.

The Division had suffered severely from its exposure to a day
and a half of continuous shelling. Nevertheless the forward move-
ment of the Ninth Brigade in bringing its lines abreast of and even
beyond the lines of the adjoining divisions had relieved for the first
time the enemy’s pressure on the right flank of the Fourth Division
and on the left flank of the Third Division.

The Fifth Division’s attack had been set unofficially for the 18th,
but on account of the disposition of our troops had been later changed
to the 14th. The Third Corps was to drivé to the northwest and
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connect with the Fifth Corps, driving northeast further to the left.
General Malone’s Tenth Brigade had been selected as the assault
brigade. The Third Division formed the Corps support and the
Fourth the reserve. The Chief of Staff and General Malone were
called to Corps Headquarters for consultation on the morning of the
12th, where the plans for the attack were discussed very thoroughly.

The operation from the start promised to be a hard one. Acting
in conjunction with General McArthur’s brigade of the Forty-second
Division, which would attack west of Sommerance, the Tenth Brigade
was to drive across open ground visible from the Meuse heights, to-
ward the junction point at Grand Carre Ferme. The lines would
have to pass first between Cunel and Romagne, both still in the hands
of the enemy and filled with machine guns and snipers. North of
Cunel was Bois de la Pultiere and then Bois des Rappes, both enemy
strongholds from which enfilading fire could mow down our troops in
any attempt to advance past them. Northwest of Romagne, on the
hills west of the Andon Rau, were Bois de Chauvignon and Bois de

Bantheville, also in the hands of the Germans and commanding the .

path of our proposed advance. On the Andon stream two kilometers
north of Romagne was the town of Bantheville, which our troops were
to occupy before mounting the open slopes, exposed to one-pounder
and artillery fire from all the ground to the north.

Advance without co-operation on the flanks would be impossible.
General Malone’s efforts secured the promise that the Thirty-second
Division holding the sector to the left of our proposed attack would
also advance and take Romagne and neutralize the resistance in the
woods west of the Andon. One regiment of General Castner’s bri-
gade was to attack Cunel and the woods Pultiere and Rappes. At
first it was proposed to place a smoke curtain and an artillery barrage
along the western edges of Pultiere and Rappe and to have elements
of the Ninth Brigade pass through the assaulting column to cover
the right flank in its passage. General Babbitt, commanding the
artillery had not enough smoke to cover the whole advance, however,
and the column would have to pass too close to the woods to leave it
unconquered. Accordingly a direct attack by the Ninth Brigade on
Bois de la Pultiere and Bois des Rappes, through Cunel, was decided
upon after the necessary authority had been obtained from Corps
Headquarters.

The attack was ordered for 8:80 A. M. of October 14th. On the
afternoon of the 18th General Malone moved his post of command
to General Castner’s headquarters at Nantillois. The two brigade
commanders were able to confer constantly throughout the attack.
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At dusk the troops of the Tenth Brigade moved up toward their
positions for the operation and took their assault formation. The
Sixth Infantry was on the left with Major Leonard’s third battalion
leading, Major McLean’s first battalion in support and Major
- Hodges’ second battalion in reserve. On the right the Eleventh In-
fantry was formed with Major Muncaster’s second battalion in as-
sault. Major Birmingham’s third battalion in support and Major
Mabhin’s first battalion in reserve. To attack the woods on the right
was the mission of the Sixtieth, in column of battalions—Lieutenant
Colonel Peyton, first battalion, assault; Major Baldwin, second bat-
talion, support; Major Davis, third battalion, reserve. The Sixty-
first formed in rear of the Tenth Brigade—second battalion (Captain
Stark) on the left behind the Sixth and third battalion (Major
Rivet) on the right in rear of the Eleventh. The first battalion (Cap-
tain Olmstead) was behind the third battalion and maintained liaison
with the reserve battalion of the Sixtieth. The Fifty-eighth Infantry
was attached to the Fifth Division and held in reserve in Bois de
Beuge. Companies E and F of the Seventh Engineers were attached
to the assault battalions of the Tenth Brigade, carrying improvised
foot-bridges for the crossing of the Andon Brook. Company D of
the Engineers was attached to the assault battalions of the Ninth
Brigade for cutting wire and mopping-up purposes and the first
battalion (less Company C, on detached service) was assigned to
station in the Bois de Beuge as part of the divisional reserve.

Reconnaissance proved that, as in the case of the relief of the
Eightieth Division on the 11th, the line actually held was consider-
ably in rear of the one specified in the attack order. Our assault
battalions found the junmping-off line to be the Tranchée de la
Mamelle, three-quarters of a kilometer south of the announced front
instead of “just south of the Cunel-Romagne road.” The companies
occupied the old trench which had been a part of the Kriemhilde
Stellung with the troops of the Third Division. Word of the change
in the jumping-off line was sent to Division Headquarters, but it is
probable that the information did not reach our artillery in time for
them to shorten their barrage correspondingly, to wipe out the Ger-
man outposts and front lines.

Not long before the attack the field order of the attacking bri-
gade of the Thirty-second Division reached General Malone, and
indicated that the attack on the left against Romagne and the woods
to the west would not start till three hours after our own advance.
An urgent request for immediate protection on our left flank secured
a change of the order and co-ordination of the hours of attack. At
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General Malone’s request Major Hoge’s first battalion of Seventh
Engineers was attached to the Tenth Brigade as infantry and thrown
in to protect the exposed left flank and to effect liaison with the
Thirty-second Division.

The enemy had learned of our proposed attack (from a deserter
from the American Army, as it later appeared in intelligence re-
ports), and our own destructive fire had not yet commenced when
the Boche put down the strongest counterfire our men had ever seen.
For two hours the positions of the assault battalions were raked with
high-explosive. Losses were severe and some confusion was felt be-
fore the attack was started. The bombardment by our artillery
started at 6:30 A. M. To the 155th Brigade had been added two regi-
ments from the Fourth Brigade, two regiments of the Third Brigade,
the 456th R. A. L., the 250th R. A. C. P., and battalions from the
454th, 880th and 801st R. A. L.

At 8:30 A. M. the assault was launched with vigor and courage,
despite the punishment that had just been undergone. The men still
remembered the victorious rush at St. Mihiel and dashed forward
impetuously. But it was a different enemy here, one who was stick-
ing till the last and fighting for every foot of the ground. Three
minutes after the hour H an intense barrage descended on our ad-
vancing waves. Major Muncaster termed it “a band of steel across
our front.” Men fell all around but the attack never faltered and
passed through the storm. As the thinned lines left the trench
Mamelle-and topped the crest just in front of it they were met with
a strong fire from hostile machine guns scattered along the entire
stretch of the valley ahead. Our own artillery barrage had not been
close enough to our lines to be effective and our battalions looked
down into Ravin des Perrieres and at the Romagne-Cunel road,
thickly populated with German machine gun nests.

Nevertheless, the waves rolled on down into the valley. Machine
guns of the accompanying Fifteenth Battalion were brought up to
the infantry assault lines because of the heavy losses in personnel.
The fire of the Boche was returned with interest. The doughboys
vied with each other in deeds of thrilling daring. By marching fire,
by flanking and by rushing, the opposition was literally exterminated.
Time after time hostile guns were silenced by the use of machine gun,
accurate rifle or deadly bayonet. There was Private Horn of Com-
pany D, Seventh Engineers, who on entering a dugout in the valley
and finding & German major and his orderly, killed the major and
captured the orderly. MaJOIS Leonard and Muncaster were leading
their battalions and encouraging their men in the assault.
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The lines passed the road and mounted the hill on the north,
leaving behind scores of German dead. But the left was held up by
the concentrated fire from Romagne, which the Thirty-second Divi-
sion had not succeeded in taking. Companies A and B of the Seventh
Engineers, who had been detailed for the flapk guard in such an
emergency, fought valiantly on the left of the Sixth Infantry and
took twenty-seven prisoners of the Twenty-eighth Prussian Division,
several machine guns and a one-pounder gun in the little wood near
the town. It was not till mid-afternoon that the Thirty-second
Division reached Romagne and with the aid of our Engineers com-
panies drove the enemy northward.

In spite of the hostile shelling from which there was no relief
and which there was no means of silencing, the troops slowly forged
ahead. The bursting shells rendered the muddy fields a sea of death.
The engineers who had gone forward to bridge the Andon found no
need for engineer work, threw down their material and fought along-
side infantrymen and machine gunners, proving their worth as
combatants as well as technical troops. In the fierce fighting each
company of that second battalion of the Engineers lost its leader.
Captain C. J. Moore of Company E, First Lieutenant R. M. Wilson
of Company F, and First Lieutenant L. C. Brown of the Company
D detachment fell mortally wounded. A fourth Engineer officer,
Second Lieutenant Henry H. Russell, was also killed that day.

The attack might have been pushed on northward, down into
the valley of the Andon, across the stream, through Bantheville and
to the objective, had not the lines been struck by a concentration of
fire from three directions. From Bois de la Pultiere and Bois des
Rappes on the east, from Romagne and Bois Chauvignon on the west
and from the direction of Bantheville straight ahead, came the steady,
murderous stream of machine gun and rifle bullets. Overhead flew
the whiz-bangs, and the shrapnel popped. The waves were stopped.
Further advance, until the woods on right and left were cleared,
meant disaster, even extinction. The valley of the Andon could not
be reached. The lines of the Tenth Brigade ran in zigzag from
near Romagne across Hills 260 and 271 toward Bois de la Pultiere,
when about 10 o’clock progress was held up.

The Sixtieth Infantry, reinforced by the first battalion of the
Sixty-first, could not take the northern part of Bois de la Pultiere
and had not penetrated Bois des Rappes. The cleaning up of these
woods was a full-sized operation in itself, for the thick underbrush
was everywhere set with machine guns. The Boche had prepared
for such a drive on their territory by making of these woods regular
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fortresses. 'The battalions of the Sixtieth, reduced in numbers and
worn out by their lack of rest and sleep in the two days’ occupation
of the front under constant fire, had advanced through Cunel in the
face of the ubiquitous machine gun and artillery fire. Company B,
commanded by Captain George R. Howitt, and Company C, under
Captain J. E. Haywood, leading the attack, fought hard and with
exceptional courage and gallantry, suffering appalling losses. It was
a question of forcing every bush and mopping every hillock and
trench.

With his battalion completely held up by the hostile machine
gun fire, Lieutenant Colonel Peyton went forward with a runner to
reconnoiter the enemy’s positions. Skirting his right flank and climb-
ing a little knoll in the woods, the battalion commander beheld a Ger-
man gun firing on his men, not forty meters away. The nest was
cleverly constructed and well camouflaged and was discovered to the
colonel only because he had come upon it from the flank. Lieutenant
Colonel Peyton’s runner, with his rifle, killed the operator of the gun,
but immediately another Boche appeared from the shelter and re-
sumed the fire. Again the doughboy shot the machine gunner, but
before our combat groups could rush the nest a third German took
his place at the machine gun. The colonel and his companion were
well hidden, and the third enemy marksman was killed. A fourth
and a fifth Boche gunners were slain, one after another, before the
enemy nest was silenced.

The spent troops of the Sixtieth were stopped half way across
Bois de la Pultiere and efforts to go farther were futile. Every
patrol seeking to filter forward was enfiladed. It appeared that the
Third Division, which was to advance and occupy the woods Clairs

Chénes, east of Bois des Rappes, had not come up. The Sixtieth
- could not effect liaison with them.

The only possible action for the troops of both brigades was to
dig in, to hold the hard-won two kilometers and to get a little pro-
tection from the drum fire that swept the whole area. Enemy
balloons north of Bantheville and east of the Meuse were undisturbed
in their direction of the fire of the big German guns that played
continuously on the Division. The day was bright and clear and ob-
servation was easy. The shells wrought havoc with the rear echelons
in the Bois de Cunel, Bois de Beuge, Bois des Ogons, Ferme de la
Madeleine, and even in Nantillois and Montfaucon. The fire seemed
to come down at right angles to the Cunel-Nantillois road from across
the river, and a battery of our 155’s was faced to the east to reply
to the bombardment. A shell struck the Division Signal Dump at



Bethincourt, near Dead Man’s Hill. Rather the location of the once-upon-a-time

Bethincourt. The Division Field Hospital was located here during the attacks on

Bois des Rappes and the territory to Lhe north and east, and received several visits
from Boche bombers.
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Septsarges and destroyed it, despite the heroic work of the Ammuni-
tion Train to save it.

So the afternoon was spent in organizing the dearly won lines,
in connecting shell-hole to shell-hole by shallow scooped-out trenches.
Patrols felt out the enemy whose resistance never slackened. The
ridge that ran westward from Bois des Rappes, just north of Hill
271 and separated from it by an open swale, sheltered Boche infan-
try and the usual clustered machine guns. Three times that after-
noon these forces counterattacked savagely arid three times the
Eleventh Infantry drove them back. These opponents were the
famous Twenty-eighth “Flying Shock Division,” which had been
thrown into the line to stop the Americans at Belleau Wood in June.
On the left, where due to the concentrated resistance from the vicinity
of Romagne, Major McLean’s battalion (1/6) had come up on
Major Leonard’s right (I11/6) and Major Hodges (I1/6) had sent
three of his companies to protect the left flank where the Thirty-
second Division had not advanced their right, the resistance was
wholly machine gun and artillery fire. Until Romagne was taken
in mid-afternoon our left flank was held back by the stream of lead
coming from the ravine east of the town. Its fall permitted the line
to pass over the ravine and connect up with the adjoining troops
northwest of Romagne—only, however, by retaining Major Hodges’
men in line. There was ever steady play of machine guns from Bois
de Chauvignon, northwest of Romagne, which it was utterly impos-
sible for our troops to reach. The Thirteenth Machine Gun Bat-
talion from its positions in northern Bois de Cunel poured thousands
of rounds into that wood, but the Boche were still there. Enemy
airplanes flew low over our lines at times and swept them with their
guns. Our artillery poured destructive fire into Bantheville and Bois
des Rappes endeavoring to make our lines on the unsheltered ridge
more tenable. The Thirteenth Machine Gun Battalion moved up
behind the Tenth Brigade and took positions to protect its flanks.

Our men lay in the shell-holes scattered over the entire area of
advance. The battalions were sorely diminished. The intense shell-
fire and barrages had inflicted casualties that for the day’s fighting
surpassed the thousand mark. Our fighters were not alone as heroes.
The medical men accompanied the assault waves and worked every
minute administering first aid and getting the seriously wounded to
the rear. Litter bearers were scarce, for often the men detailed to
carry them forgot their assignments and rushed into the hand-to-
hand fighting against the Boche. The regimental chaplains were
constantly passing in and out of the front lines, too, encouraging the
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hard-beset doughboys, aiding the sufferers and supervising the re-
moval and burial of the dead. The motor ambulances ran over the
shell-swept roads at top speed carrying the wounded from Ferme de
la Madeleine back to the hospital at Bethincourt. One driver with a
load of wounded had his gasoline feed pipe broken by the shell-fire.
He promptly had the orderly with him drain gas frem the tank into
his mess cup and supply the carburetor until the ambulance could be
driven to a place of safety. Few, indeed were there of all the men
who entered the battle that bright October day but proved their
heroic metal and gloriously sustained the honor of the Red Diamond.
Units were scattered, but it was because men rushed to help
strengthen a thinned line further on. Ground gained was held from
Romagne to Bois de la Pultiere. ]

Headquarters of the two brigades had moved an hour after the
assault began from Nantillois to Ferme de la Madeleine. The Sig-
nal Corps men were busy constantly running the lines and pushing
the wires to the points of farther advance. Practically without in-
terruption throughout the entire fighting, Generals Malone and Cast-
ner had telephone communication with their battalion commanders in
the front lines, despite the incessant shelling. Prisoners were not
taken in large numbers. At noon there were ten at Brigade head-
quarters. They represented units of three divisions, the Third
Guards, the Famous Twenty-eighth, and the 128rd Saxons, who had
been rushed to oppose the Fifth Division at St. Mihiel.

The Ninth Brigade made another strenuous effort to take Bois
de la Pultiere and Bois des Rappes after Romagne fell. Lieutenant
Colonel Peyton’s battalion of the Sixtieth was reported to have pene-
trated the southern edges of Clairs Chénes wood. Major Davis’
battalion had been so reduced that its men were used only as carriers.
The Sixty-first, following behind the Tenth Brigade and at the same
time keeping its rear battalion in liaison with the Sixtieth had already
thrown its forces intoe the front line. The second battalion was in
reserve behind the Sixth, the third battalion behind the Eleventh and
the first battalion was aiding the Sixtieth. General Castner put
Colonel Wise’s entire regiment, the Sixty-first, in support of the Six-
tieth in its renewed attack. At 4 p. M. with some artillery prepara-
tion Colonel Hawkins threw his decimated forces against the hidden
enemy again. Patrols reached Pultiere’s northern edges, but could
not penetrate Rappes. The lines were established about three hun-
dred meters from the northern edges of Bois de la Pultiere for the
night.



 e—

154 History of the Fifth Division

The whole Division was in the line, yet a check on the men that
were actually present indicated that the effective strength was hardly
that of a brigade. The two brigades had lost twenty-nine officers
killed. Captains Stewart D. Bubbell and George Sackett, First
Lieutenant Cedric H. Shaw and Second Lieutenants Leo P. Mec-
Namara, Charles A. Duffy and Victor K. D. Blakely of the Eleventh
Infantry had given their lives. Captain Edward W. Leonard and
Second Lieutenants Jack S. Allison, Noble G. Ross, Fred Marek,

* Benjamin Sewaski and Harold Craig of the Sixth had fallen. The

Fifteenth Machine Gun Battalion had lost Captain Davis Rossell
and First Lieutenant Solomon Marcovitz and Josephus B. Wilson,
First Lieutenant Stuart L. Marlow and Second Lieutenants Charles
A. Wagner, Efton M. James, and Roy H. Trezavant of the Sixty-
first had been killed. The Sixtieth had suffered the most, losing ten
officers: First Lieutenants Rodney W. Polack and Lewis M. Thune
and Second Lieutenants James E. Akers, John T. Brandt, Walter
Clementz, Earl E. Rahn, Herbert Clarkson, Judson G. Martell,
James C. N. Richardson and Slater Vollentine. Of the twenty-four
officers who had gone over the top that morning in Lieutenant Colonel
Peyton’s battalion only four remained uninjured at nightfall. There
were but eleven sergeants still with that hard-handled battalion of
the Sixtieth. The triage hospital had received that day ten officers
and 466 men. Many of the fifty-three officers and 493 men admitted
on the 15th were casualties on the 14th. Other wounded men passed
through the evacuation system of the Third Division. There was a
far larger number of slightly wounded who refused to quit their posts.
Probably three hundred of our men had been killed, and many were
lost or mixed with other organizations.

The attack on Bois des Rappes was ordered to be continued at
7:80 A. M. of the 15th. Reorganization of the groups of the Sixtieth,
scattered in the mazes of Pultiere, was begun in the darkness and
rain, that had once more come to our discomfort and difficulties. It
was 8 o’clock before the formations were effected and the assault
launched. On the left of the Sixtieth, the Sixty-first attacked with
its first battalion, third in support and second in reserve.

The combined efforts of the Sixtieth and Sixty-first drove the
Boche from out Pultiere; machine gunners were slain; there were few
prisoners. Then from across the clearing between the two woods
came the avalanche of bullets from the Boche guns in Bois des
Rappes. Our artillery barrage had fallen a little beyond the southern
edge of the wood. Much of our fire was ineffective because of the
shells bursting among the higher branches of the thick trees. The
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delay of half an hour in the assault caused the advancing infantry to
lose the traveling barrage, which had begun promptly at 7:30 A. M.
Colonel Wise reported his front lines a kilometer and half behind
the artillery fire. Accordingly the barrage was stopped; the heavies
were turned loose on Bois des Rappes and a curtain of harassing fire
was thrown on the edge of the woods. Gradually small parties of
the fighting groups filtered into the wood. Twenty-two prisoners
were taken by the Sixty-first in the close fighting. One prisoner
stated that there was a counter attack by the entire army forming.

At noon the patrols had not succeeded in doing more than enter
the edges of the wood. From Rappes’ western borders machine guns
were still playing on the Eleventh Infantry in their open positions
on Hill 271, where Second Lieutenant Welty A. Miller was slain
that day. At 12:80 a box barrage was dropped on the western,
northern and eastern portions of the woods. The Ninth Brigade was
enabled to push on a little. As the patrols filtered further into the
wood the box was gradually lifted to insure them safety. The three
battalions of the Sixtieth were combined as one, with Major Davis
commanding the left and Major Baldwin the right. In the Sixty-
first the first and second battalions were abreast with the third just
behind. By 2 o’clock small portions of the second battalion of the
Sixty-first had reached the northern border of the woods, while parts
of the other two battalions had gained the western edge. As our
men fought they saw occasionally carrier pigeons rise from the Ger- .
man positions ahead and wing their way to the northward. The
accurate barrage that immediately followed indicated that the enemy
was using the birds to keep their artillery informed of the location of
our troops. The Boche stayed there, in trees, in bushes, in hidden
emplacements, and they did not desert their posts or give up tamely.

Major James D. Rivet fought at the head of his battalion, wiped
out single-handed a machine gun nest and then dispatched a Boche
sniper hidden in a tree. While charging up a path covered by en-
emy rifles, Major Rivet fell. The Sixty-first lost also Second Lieu-
tenant Clarence Wood. Captain George N. Munro of the Military
Police brought up a hundred men who had become lost from their
commands, and when he was unable to find their organizations he
organized the men into a company, using his five M. P.’s as noncoms.
Captain Munro joined in the attack and led his men on until he was
killed by the machine gun fire ahead.

Erroneous reports reached headquarters that nearly all the of-
ficers were killed and that the fragments of the patrols were with-
drawing. Every effort to send further patrols forward to investigate
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was held up. To the machine gun and sniper fire the enemy added a
heavy artillery barrage which made the routes unapproachable. Of
the Sixtieth only Major Baldwin and eight of the seventy-eight men
with whom he had started out reached the north edge of the wood.
There he found half a hundred of the men of the Sixty-first in little
groups. Clairs Chénes was still held by the enemy in force.

The report of Colonel Wise that his men had withdrawn seemed,
therefore, to be the true situation. Every messenger that the forces
in the wood tried to send back was stopped by the lurking snipers or
lost himself in the jungles and darkness. Throughout the night the
lonely forces waited, surrounded on all sides by the enemy, their
presence unknown to their regiments. On hearing that the patrols
were being driven back, General Castner had immediately directed
that the troops be re-formed and pushed again to the northern edge
of Bois des Rappes, to dig in and hold at all costs. General Mec-
Mahon, the Division Commander, however, in person directed that
no further attempt be made to advance that day, but that the Ninth
Brigade should be reorganized in the vicinity of Cunel with the line
of observation on the northern edge of Bois de la Pultiere.

The Sixty-first Infantry relieved the Sixtieth, which moved back
to the Bois de Cunel and went into a support position. Reorganiza-
tion of the Sixty-first was effected during the night. Provisional
groups were formed. About 125 men under Captain Stark held an
advance line along the northern border of Pultiere; Captain Olm-
stead held a resistance line with about a hundred men in the middle of
the woods, while Lieutenant Colonel McClure formed a reserve line
in the trenches south of Cunel, where lost men were reorganized and
dispatched to the front. The Sixth and Eleventh had remained
throughout the day on their lines; the capture of the Bois des Rappes
was a necessary preliminary to any further advance. The engineer
companies that had been in the first day’s fighting had been with-
drawn to the reserve. Company A of the Fifteenth Machine Gun
Battalion had gone to the support of the Sixtieth Infantry, while the
other companies of the battalion were in position, generally right up
with the front-line infantry along the ridge from Romagne to Pul-
tiere. Reorganization of the Tenth Brigade had been accomplished
and the troops had spent the day digging in under the drizzling rain.

No new attack was ordered for October 16th. Consolidation of
the positions was to be continued with organization in depth. The
Boche were also working north of Bantheville and Aincreville, devel-
oping the Freya Stellung. They were not, however, withdrawing at
any point on our front. Our patrols were constantly in contact with
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the enemy. Early in the morning three strong combat patrols went
forward from the Sixty-first to reconnoiter Bois des Rappes. Over-
coming isolated snipers and machine gunners, their advance revealed
the presence of the parties who had penetrated the wood the day be-
fore. Runners brought back at 10:30 A. M. to General Castner the
news that his men on the north border of the woods were still in ex-
istence. Permission was secured from the Division Commander to
hold Bois des Rappes as the front instead of Bois de la Pultiere,
which had been ordered the night before, and a force was immediately
dispatched to reinforce these advanced groups. But the men had
already started back on the previous day’s orders which they had just
received, and before the relief was under way these units were arriv-
ing in the Pultiere lines. Major Baldwin and Lieutenants Rex E.
Enochs and Otha K. Morrison of the Sixtieth and Captain F. O.
Schmidt and Lieutenants J. E. Cole and L. B. Rock of the Sixty-
first reported back with half a hundred men.

Orders were issued for the relief of the Ninth Brigade by the
Eleventh Infantry. The reconquest of Bois des Rappes was not
undertaken, therefore, by the reduced forces of the Sixty-first in the
few hours of daylight previous to their relief, because of their worn-
out condition and on account of the uncertainty it would cause in the
front lines to be relieved that night. So at dark the third battalion
of the Eleventh moved from its support position and took over-the
northern edge of Bois de la Pultiere; the second battalion of the Sixth
occupied the entire former sector of the Tenth Brigade, extending its
lines to the right and taking over the front held by the second bat-
talion of the Eleventh, which, reduced to a mere fragment of its for-
mer self by the terrific fighting, moved back to the reserve. Majors
McLean and Leonard of the Sixth were both wounded and had to
relinquish command of their battalions. First Lieutenant Almeron
W. Shanklin and Second Lieutenant William R. Royer of the
Eleventh had been killed. The first battalion of the Sixth, now
under Captain Keiser, took over the support line in the Mamelle
trenches, while the third battalion under Lieutenant Hartman went
into Bois de Cunel as reserve. The first battalion of the Eleventh in
support of its sector moved into the German trenches south of Cunel
and the second went into reserve in the west part of Bois des Ogons.
The Fifty-eighth Infantry was returned to the Fourth Division.

The battered and worn-out units of the Ninth Brigade made
their way through the shell-swept zone back to the rear areas for re-
organization and rest. The Sixtieth moved on the 17th from Bois de
Cunel to Bois de Montfaucon and Sixty-first went into Bois de
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Beuge, west of Nantillois. A check of the Sixty-first on the 18th
showed its casualties for the week past to be nearly a thousand. Ten
officers and 132 enlisted men were killed. Thirty-seven officers and
889 men were wounded. Only two companies were commanded by
the officers who took them into the fight. Two battalion commanders
were casualties: Major Rivet, killed, and Captain Glasgow,
wounded—and only one battalion adjutant remained. Accurate re-
ports of the Sixtieth showed that 44 officers and 914 men were casu-
alties. Twelve officers were killed and 82 were wounded. Of the
enlisted men 94 were killed, 510 wounded and 810 missing. The
bodies of many of the men reported missing were afterwards dis-
covered in policing the area. There was no accurate check on the
prisoners the brigade had tzken, because many had been turned over
to the Military Police of the Third Division, who held the support
lines in rear of and on right of the brigade.

III

October 17th was spent in solidifying the front. A battalion of
the Seventh Infantry was relieved in the eastern edge of Bois de la
Pultiere and firm liaison was established with the Third Division.
The front was the same as established on the 15th—along the northern
border of Pultiere, over Hills 271 and 260 and along the ridge to
Romagne, where connection was made with the Thirty-second Divi-
sion. Here Company D of the Engineers, Captain Joseph Laracy,
commanding, had constructed a bridge across the Andon on the 16th.
The town and bridge site were in full view of the enemy on his domi-
nating heights, and the construction was carried out under the now
customary shell storm. Material was removed from neighboring
buildings, carried piece by piece to the stream and built into a solid
wagon bridge by men unmindful of shells bursting everywhere. The
work was entirely that of the Seventh Engineers. In addition the
Engineers were laying out a system of defense and wiring in our
lines. A line of resistance on either side of the Cunel-Nantillois road
was completely wired on the night of the 16th and the next night the
outpost system was solidly strung. That day the Eleventh Infantry
had completed the mopping up of Bois de la Pultiere, taking eighteen
prisoners in the hunt from bush to bush and tree to tree.

Reports from the Thirty-second Division were that they had
advanced in Bois de Bantheville unopposed and had found no Boche
in the neighborhood of Bantheville. Patrols sent by Major Hodges
down the Andon valley to enter and exploit the town, however, en-
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countered very alert enemy machine guns in the south end of the
village. So our artillery continued to bombard Bantheville and Bois
des Rappes. The enemy’s fire gradually diminished as our attacks
subsided, and it was noted that a large number of his shells were
duds—failed to explode.

Nevertheless the 17th day of October was a most important day
for the Fifth Division, despite the quiet in the lines. The Com-
mander-in-Chief of the American forces was exercising a close
personal supervision of the operations from Meuse to Argonne and
on that day sent to the Red Diamond a leader famous for his energy
and initiative, well able to carry to a successful completion the mis-
sion of the Division. General McMahon was relieved from command
and assigned to the Forty-first Division. Succeeding him came
Major General Hanson E. Ely from the Second Division. General
Ely was a veteran in the A. E. F., having commanded with marked
distinction the Twenty-eighth Infantry in that early period of the
First Division’s trench fighting “northwest of Toul” and later in the
operations west of Montdidier and in the crucial battle of Cantigny.
At St. Mihiel, Soissons and Blanc Mont Massif he had commanded
the Third Brigade of the Second Division. General Ely knew well
the strategy of the warfare being waged against the stubbornly with-
drawing Germans; he knew the capability of men and, best of all, he
had the power of co-ordinating his forces and using them where action
meant victory.

The morning of the 18th dawned clear. American airplanes
scouted the lines and effectively kept enemy avions away. Efforts to
take Bois des Rappes were renewed, but without a direct attack.
General Ely gave instructions that all ground to the front reached
by patrols would be held, with the aid of reinforcements, if necessary,
sent to establish the line. Reconnoitering parties were pushed up to
the hostile lines, but every effort to infiltrate was checked. The
patrols dug in at the edge of Bois des Rappes, subjected to enfilading
fire from Clairs Chénes. The enemy was securely organized in the
two woods and his flanks could not be turned. Heavy fire by our
artillery did nothing to loosen the Boche’s hold on the woods and the
Eleventh hammered in vain against the strongholds.

Reports came again from the Thirty-second on our left that their
troops had occupied Bois de Bantheville and that their patrols had
gone almost into Bantheville and found the town empty of Germans.
Our patrols, eager to bring up the lines to Bantheville as soon as pos-
sible, ventured all through the Andon valley, clear to the Bois de
Bantheville, a kilometer west of the stream. The Sixth met the en-
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emy’s machine gun resistance in Bantheville, and further found that
the troops of the Thirty-second Division had not been able to clean up -
the eastern and northern portions of Bois de Bantheville. Their
patrols had been driven in and they were not holding north of Bois
de Chauvignon. One of Major Hodges’ patrols dug in at a point
three hundred meters south of Bantheville. Another established it-
self on the hill a kilometer southwest of the village, while a third
located itself on the slope six or seven hundred meters southeast of
_ the town. General Malone’s plan to send Lieutenant Hartman’s
battalion west into Bois de Bantheville to attack the town from the
west could not be carried out until the Thirty-second made good their
advance, but our patrols kept Bantheville under close surveillance and
bridged that gap in the valley of the Andon. The activity of our
patrols continued throughout the 19th, but no appreciable gains
were made. One nervy patrol crept down the Andon clear to Banthe-
ville and entrenched in the southern outskirts of the village. Patrols
were unable to penetrate Bois des Rappes nor could they accomplish
gains in the open fields between that woods and Bantheville, where
the sunken road to Cunel sheltered many of the enemy’s guns. The
enemy shelled all our areas intermittently, killing Second Lieutenant
Jens. H. Frostholm of the Fourteenth Machine Gun Battalion.

The failure of our small combat groups to penetrate Bois des
Rappes on the 18th and again on the 19th proved that only a direct
attack could be successful in wresting the woods from the Hun. Such
an assault was planned for the 20th. The artillery of the Fourth
Division, which had been withdrawn from the Corps sector, was
turned over to the Fifth Division for the operation. Effective sup-
" port of infantry by artillery was insured, for the Division Commander
directed that all requests for artillery support by General Malone
be granted without question. Hereafter all calls of the Tenth Bri-
gade for artillery support would be answered promptly. The French
batteries moved forward to better positions. The clouds that had
rendered visibility poor all day thickened and it began raining again
in the evening. All our troops that had dug in on the edges of Bois
des Rappes were stealthily withdrawn under cover of darkness to
permit our artillery to smash completely the Boche defenses in the
southern part of the wood. The third battalion of the Eleventh,
under Major Birmingham, occupied the jumping-off line.

Fifteen minutes’ concentration of high-explosive from every
gun of the Fourth and 155th Artillery Brigades covered the woods
and then suddenly lifted as the doughboys charged the enemy. Three
companies were in the van, with the fourth company following as
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moppers-up. The Third Division was attacking Clairs Chénes at
the same instant. The assault struck hard but the Boche had em-
ployed his three days’ possession of the wood well; he was fixed there.
Only inch by inch, as it were, did Major Birmingham’s men crowd
the enemy back. The left and center entered the forest and passed
the rifle-pits they had held the day before, but the right could not
penetrate at all. The Third Division was cleaning up Clairs Chénes
and reached its northern extremity on the east, although the western
edges still held out. Fire from hidden machine guns in a gully be-
tween the two woods covered the whole area and prevented advance
in eastern Rappes and western Clairs Chénes. Prisoners reported
that there was a regiment in each area, with a third regiment in
reserve at Aincreville. All the German companies were heavily
armed with machine guns.

As on the 15th, the heavy growth of trees reduced the effective-
ness of our barrage. Major Muncaster, who had moved his reserve
battalion up to Bois de la Pultiere, pushed his forces up to add
weight to Major Birmingham’s thrust, but the Germans, still superior
in numbers, held their lines impregnably against our spent troops.
Even the presence of the first battalion under Captain Harris, who
had succeeded Major Mahin, failed to improve the situation. The
regiment reached a northwest horn of the woods and held a line about
two hundred meters inside the border of the wood. About 9 o’clock
in the evening the efforts to advance were discontinued, the troops
dug in for the night and prepared to strike again on the morrow.
Two more officers of the Eleventh, First Lieutenant Northfleet S.
Smith and Second Lieutenant Patrick J. Cummings, had lost their
lives. The Third Divison had finally succeeded in clearing all except
the western fringes of Clairs Chénes, while to the left of the Fifth
Division the Eighty-ninth had relieved the Thirty-second and had
spent the entire day struggling to clean out Bois de Bantheville.

Six days of fighting had failed to conquer Bois des Rappes.
Direct attacks as well as infiltration by patrols had not succeeded.
It was evident that only a surprise attack could force the enemy to
give up the place. Major Muncaster took command of the Eleventh
on the 21st, as Colonel Bennet had received his promotion to Briga-
dier General, and Lieutenant Colonel Binford had been evacuated to
the hospital. Major Muncaster was familiar with all the Boche
strong points in the woods and knew the situation intimately. He
took charge of a surprise attack, to be launched squarely to the front.
Fortunately the rolling kitchens reached Pultiere the night of the
20th, and the first hot food in a week revived and stimulated the men
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wonderfully. After their chow the men of Major Muncaster’s and
Captain Harris’ battalions were stealthily filtered up to the attack
line, all massed well within that zone that hostile barrages had been
‘pounding for days.

There was only five minutes’ artillery preparation. The 75’s
shelled the front lines while the heavies bombarded the second and
third positions. At 11:80 a. M. the assault plunged forward and
literally overwhelmed the Germans in the front lines. The surprise
was a success. The rolling barrage by the light artillery swept the
area and stood at the northern edge of the wood. The Boche gave
up in the hand-to-hand fighting. Machine gun fire almost subsided.
A company on the left advanced over the ridge west of Rappes and
took the trenches on the west slope, whence the enemy had so long
held up the lines on Hill 271. By 2 o’clock the woods were practically
cleared and 175 prisoners had been taken. They represented two new
divisions that had come to oppose us since the fighting on the 14th-
15th. Three platoons of the Seventh Engineers under command of
First Lieutenant Morgan B. McDermott had accompanied the as-
sault with wire and stakes and the organization of the hard-won wood
was begun at once. In his work Lieutenant McDermott was mortally .
wounded by machine-gun fire and died two days later. The signal
men had carried their telephones with the assaulting infantry. The
very last reel of wire was put in the line and the field phone was on
the end of it 800 meters from the farthest outpost when the day was
won.
As had been expected, the enemy displayed his intention to
counterattack immediately. The Boche who had escaped to Aincre-
ville were forming with their reserves. But General Malone had
anticipated even the place of the enemy’s formation and the route of
his approach, and the artillery had its data all prepared for C. O. P.
fire on those areas. At 6:20 p. M. the runner from the outpost of the
Eleventh carried to the phone the message that the counterattack
was advancing. At 6:23 shells were dropping on Aincreville and
the valley northeast of Rappes. The Germans were disorganized.
Another message from the front, “Request you shift artillery fire
500 meters to the east,” was answered in three and a half minutes.
The fire was transported and struck the advancing gray lines
squarely. Rifle and machine gun completed the shattering of the
counterattack. The enemy was routed. He retreated in confusion
leaving us more prisoners. Bois des Rappes was won for good and
solid contact was made with the Third Division on northern Clairs
Chénes. The Eleventh Infantry had that day lost its twelfth officer
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killed by the enemy since October 18th—F'irst Lieutenant Percival
C. Jones.

With Bois des Rappes taken the conquest of Bantheville and
Grande Carre Ferme became a comparatively simple problem. The
Eighty-ninth Division had taken Bois de Bantheville; so that the
town in the valley could not hold out against concerted attacks from
the heights on east and west. General Malone was prepared to finish
up the original task of the Fifth Division in short order. While the
combat in the woods was still raging, a strong patrol from the Sixth
Infantry had advanced directly to take Bantheville and continue on
north and east, but could not go beyond the edge of the town on
account of the superior forces of infantry and machine guns there.
Bantheville had been incorporated as an outpost of the Freya Stel-
lung, which the Boche had developed along the line of heights from
Grande Carre Ferme eastward above the Andon Rau.

General Malone secured permission from the Eighty-ninth to
send his troops through that division’s territory to attack Banthe-
ville from the west. Our artillery moved forward to advantageous
positions close up. The Eleventh in Bois des Rappes was ready and
guides from the Eighty-ninth had arrived to conduct the troops of
the Sixth Infantry to Bois de Bantheville, when word came that the
Ninetieth Division would relieve the Fifth immediately. The attack
had to be called off. Six hours more would certainly have seen the
_conquest of Bantheville by our pincer-attack from west and east.

But the units of the Ninetieth were arriving and the Tenth Brigade
turned over its lines without incident, sadly depleted by eight days
of constant combat. Casualties of the Tenth Brigade were over two
thousand. The Eleventh had suffered more than any other regiment,
first in its open positions on Hills 260 and 271, and then in Bois des
Rappes. Its losses were 12 officers and 210 enlisted men killed and
952 men wounded. One hundred and fifteen officers had entered the
fight with the Eleventh; scarce more than a score remained uninjured
when relief came; the Sixth had lost 6 officers and 189 men killed '
and 81 officers and 495 men wounded. Command of the sector passed
to the Commanding General of the Ninetieth Division at 8 A. m. of
the 22nd of October, and the Sixth and Eleventh withdrew to the
zone south of Montfaucon. The 155th Field Artillery Brigade re-
mained in position and was attached to the relieving division.

Iv

Eleven days of the fiercest fighting the Fifth had ever seen had
won back eight square kilometers of French soil. .After our patrols
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had entered Cunel on the 12th, it was the attack of the Ninth Brigade
on the 14th that conquered the town and made it permanently ours.
It was only with the aid of our Engineers that the division on our left
had taken Romagne. After the conquest of Bois de la Pultiere, the
Bois des Rappes had been won by the Eleventh Infantry against
most determined resistance, as fierce as any ever met by American
troops—netting the Division a gain of three kilometers. Over the
open ground west of the woods the advance had been only about two
kilometers, but just as the Division was relieved the way had been
opened up for the march on Bantheville and the heights beyond.
Four hundred and seventy-two prisoners, including six officers, had
been captured, while at least that many more Boches had been killed.
One-pounders and machine guns had been won only after their crews
had been exterminated.

The intensity of the fighting is graphically recorded in the diary
of a German officer captured:

“On October 14th, we were again sent forward, entering the
front line in the evening. The Americans attacked the sector of the
851st I. R. but were temporarily repulsed. We suffered consider-
able losses.

“On October 15th, the Americans are still in possession of the
Bois des Rappes and for the present nothing can be done.

“On October 16th, the 106th Reserve Regiment tried in vain to
dislodge the Americans. In the afternoon our positions in the woods
were very heavily shelled. I was almost buried alive. In the after-
noon our company in conjunction with the Second and Third Com-
panies reconnoitered the Bois des Rappes. There were no traces of
occupation.

“On October 17th our orders to withdraw were postponed. Dur-
ing the night our rear areas were heavily shelled, but the front lines
were undisturbed.

“October .18th was one of my worst days in the war. Beginning
at noon a barrage which I could not have imagined more intense was
laid down on our position. Lt. Hoffman fell ten paces to my left.
Many other casualties resulted. ‘Further with God.’

“October 19th, my company was ordered to move farther west
and we were forced to leave our newly constructed dugout. On our
left the enemy continued his harassing fire.”

Thus the enemy testifies to the hard attack of the 14th, the pene-
tration of Bois des Rappes by the men of the Ninth Brigade and their
courageous stand there, the fortification of the woods after our un-
fortunate withdrawal and the severe punishment that our artillery
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gave to the forces that manned the wood. Bois des Rappes was
turned into a glorious victory, after a withdrawal due to misunder-
standing of circumstances, and General Liggett, commanding the
First Army, expressed through the Corps Commander his praise:

“The Army Commander directs that you convey to the Com-
manding General, officers and men of the Fifth Division his appre-
ciation of their persistency and success in improving the line held by
this Division by clearing the Bois des Rappes of the enemy.”

To this General Hines had added his thanks. “The difficulties
under which the Third Corps has labored to improve its position
have been numerous and great and the part the Fifth Division took
in establishing the present advantageous position of this Corps is
deeply appreciated by the Corps Commander, and he adds his con-
gratulations to those of the Commanding General of the Army
for the vigorous and untiring efforts of the personnel thereof, whose
resolution and fortitude are worthy of the best traditions of the
American Army.”

General Ely commended the Eleventh Infantry in a letter to
General Malone, commanding the Tenth Brigade, as follows:

“After two attacks on the Bois des Rappes had failed, you were
instructed that the wood must be taken. You chose for this duty part
of the Eleventh Infantry under Major Muncaster. They took the
wood; the losses were comparatively light and the number of prison-
ers was comparatively large.

“The Division Commander desires to highly commend the valor
and tenacity of purpose of the officers and men engaged. He fully
appreciates the difficulties under which the Eleventh Infantry labored
—a large percentage of replacements, the great paucity of officers,
due to losses recently sustained, the weariness of the men due to many
days and nights of fighting under heavy shell and machine-gun fire.
In spite of all drawbacks, the wood was taken in a brilliant charge;
was organized and held against the enemy’s counterattack. The
Division Commander expresses his high appreciation of the patriot-
ism and valor which were exhibited by these troops, extends his con-
gratulations to all officers and men engaged, and desires that this be
published to the troops.” '

One officer had won that honor hardest in the world to gain, the
Congressional Medal of Honor. Seventeen officers and fifty-two
enlisted men were awarded the Distinguished Service Cross for spe-
cial acts of bravery and gallantry, while a score of officers and a hun-
dred and fifty men were cited in Division General Orders. The
casualty list, which is ever the barometer that indicates the fierceness
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of the battle, read 4,449, over 20 per cent. of the Division. Fifty-one
officers and 728 men had given their lives; 168 officers and 8,504 men
were wounded; two officers and 275 men were missing; only seven
were known to be captured. The Division was sorely in need of rest.
During those eleven days men and officers alike had existed under
the most trying and wearing conditions. Throughout almost all the
period there had been rain, which kept clothing wet and rendered
the battlefields “seas of mud.” The chill of autumn was in the air
and the warmth of a fire was never possible in the open under the
observation of the enemy. A shelter tent stretched over a shell-hole
half filled with water was all the protection that could be had against
both artillery and weather. Food reached the front lines cold and in
insufficient quantities. It was not till almost the end of the opera-
tions that the kitchens could be brought up far enough to provide hot
meals. Water was very scarce and often contaminated. The am-
bulance dressing stations at Ferme de la Madeline, Nantillois and
Septsarges had provided hot food and drink for thousands of men
daily, yet that was only a drop in the bucket. Practically every
officer and man was suffering from diarrhea and exposure. A thou-
sand sick patients, in addition to the wounded, were cared for by the
Triage Hospital at Bethincourt during the action. And even back
here. in the shadows of Dead Man’s Hill, there was no peace, for by
night there were visits from the buzzing German planes and bombing,
and by day the observers east of the Meuse could see the activities of
our rearmost echelons and direct their heavy guns on every point.

Thus, when the troops moved back to the Montfaucon-Malan-
court areas after relief on the night of October 21st-22d, they were
still under fire. No better shelter was available than on the battle-
fields. Sleep came to men lying on damp ground only because they
were utterly exhausted. Hot food in plentiful quantities helped in-
crease the morale a great deal, however, and new clothes made the
“cootie” feeling less noticeable. About 3,000 replacements were
received on the 24th. Most of these rookies were untrained, many
having been in the service only six weeks or a couple of months. At-
tempts were made to give them hasty instruction in the use of rifle
and machine gun, but the time was too short. The Seventh En-
gineers, after fighting as infantry, building bridges and organizing
positions, were called upon to act as Corps troops in road construc-
tion during this period of “rest” and reorganization. They received
no replacements to fill up the losses they had sustained.
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ENLISTED MEN KILLED IN ACTION
FIRST PHASE MEUSE-ARGONNE OPERATION

SIXTIETH INFANTRY

Pvt. Joseph Haas, M. G. Co. Pvt. Tony L. Lewis, Co. E.

Pvt. Ben C. Roberts, M. G. Co. *Pvt. Edward H. Lockhart, Co. E.
*Pvt. Samuel Smith, M. G. Co. Pvt. Raymond McCoy, Co. E.
“Pvt. Henry G. Taylor, M. G. Co. *Pvt. Jacar Marvonicolas, Co. E.
*Ord. Sgt. Allen W. Saussaman, Sup. Co. Pvt. Sevastian Mast, Co. E.
*Pfc. Samuel W. Gaddy, Med. Det. Corp. Aaron Neff, Co. E.

Pfc. George C. Hammond, Med. Det. Pvt. Frank Quiet, Co. E.

Pfc. Vannie Stewart, Med. Det. Prt. Bernie Stinebrook, Co. E.

Pvt. Lawrence A. Handel, Co. A. Sgt. John J. Carey, Co. F.

Pvt. Roy W. Benjamin, Co. A. Pfc. Gunthier Clevenger, Co. F.

Pvt. William R. Hart, Co. A. Mech. George D. Dreslin, Co. F.
*Pvt. John H. Lenon, Co. A. Pvt. Howard Drumbheller, Co. F.

Pvt. Alexander Perelli, Co. A. *Pvt. Calvin Johnson, Co. F.
*Pvt. John J. Rossiter, Co. A. Pfc. Lamcelots Olds, Co. F.

Corp. Charles C. Cooch, Co. B. Pvt. John Vannucci, Co. F.

Pvt. Thomas E. Craync’, Co. B. Pvt. Luigi Adams, Co. G.

Pvt. Henry M. Eades, Co. B. ) Pvt. Roscoe C. Atkins, Co. G.

Pvt. Lawrence Harde’n, Co. B. Pvt. George D. Britton, Co. G.

Corp. Walter J. High, Co. B. Corp. Raymond P. Cuffrey, Co. G.

Corp. Adam Hoffman, Co. B. Pvt, William Dent, Co. G.

Corp. Thomas Routt, Co. B. Pvt. Antonio Di Lella, Co. G.

Pvt. Joseph Braumbeck, Co. C. Corp. John F. Dunn, Co. G.

ll;:t glg\laei %plstein, é)o. él grp. II;er HB, E;ier(i:tt, Co.CG. G

ichael Felmy, Co. C. . rp. Harvey R. McCrory, Co. G.

Pvt. Andrew J. Fur’ey, Co. C. *Pvt. James J. Mahoney, Co. G.

Pvt. Quintom Gerbrick, Co. C. Bug. Chester B. Stewart, Co. G.

P i . C. Corp. Joseph Stonage, Co. G.

Ay f»‘li?'é;nﬁf,ﬁ: A *Corp. Johni A. Buhts, Co. H.

Pvt. James Kriz, Co. C. Pvt. Tony Convertito, Co. H.

Pvt. James R. Laughlin, Co. C. *Pvt. Charles K. Hosler, Co. H.

Pvt. Simon P. Leroy, Co. C. Pvt. Roy O. Pollard, Co. H.

Pvt. Jeremiah O’Brien, Co. C. Pvt. John Civitello, Co. 1.

Pvt. Theovate Venture, Co. C. Pfe. James Diodato, Co. 1.

Pet. Harold Cale, Co. . “Corp. George. Fortus, Co. . -

vt. Harol ole, Co. D. rp. George Fortus, Co. I.

Pvt. Maurice Collins, Co. D. Pfe. Russel M. Kinnear, Co. 1.

Pvt. Jessie Coyer, Co. D. Corp. Arick L. Lore, Co. 1.

Corp. Ray B. Cropp, Co. D. *Pvt. Robert McLean, Co. 1.

Pfc. Henry Gallant, Co. D. Pvt. Rhen McShane, Co. 1.

Corp. Martin Hansen, Co. D. Pvt. Frank D. Sayer, Co. I.

Pvt. Frederick Kussmaul, Co. D. Pvt. Walter T. Sharpe, Co. 1.

Sgt. Charles D. Lundy, Co. D. Pvt. Will_iam §hipp, Co. 1.

Pvt. Edward F. Morahan, Co. D, Pvt. Lewis Srwuzk, Co. 1.

I S ore, 5 5 VG L

vt. Grover Tape, Co. D. vt. Jol . Fletcher, Co. K.

Pvt. Henry R. Thebes, Co. D. Pvt. Lee W. Hainline, Co. K.

Pvt. Raymond Woods, Co. D. Pvt. John P. Hand, Co. K.

Pvt. Asher Brenner, Co. E. Pvt. Thomas P. Healy, Co. K.

Pfc. Mike Datzko, Co. E. Mech. Edward J. Martin, Co. K.

Corp. Andrew Early, Co. E. Pvt. Willie Patterson, Co. K.

Pfc. James Evans, Co. E. Pvt. Andrew J. Ponton, Co. K.

Sgt. Jerry Featherstone, Co. E. Pvt. Charles Staucavoge, Co. K.

Pfe. Samuel Harding, Co. E. Pvt. Joseph Stiro, Co. K.

(*) Died of wounds.
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SIXTIETH INFANTRY—Continued

Pvt. Harry A. Walzl, Co. K.
Pvt. Robet C. Wilcox, Co. K.
“Pvt. Isaac H. Apple, Co. M.
*Pfc. Ovila Benier, Co. M.

Pvt. Wilfred L. Binette, Co. M.
Pvt. Simon Cornell, Co. M.
*Pfc. Charley B. Hall, Co. M.

*Corp. Amos Honchroff, Co. M.
Pvt. Joseph Manco, Co. M.
Corp. Harold S. Marlowe, Co. M.
Corp. Thomas Muldon, Co. M.
Sgt. Severt J. Nelson, Co. M.
Pvt. John Pulcinno, Co. M.

Sgt. Harold B. Smith, Co. M.

SIXTY-FIRST INFANTRY

Corp. John A. Birts, M. G. Co.
Pvt. Earl J. Collins, M. G. Co.
Pvt. Archibald McKay, M. G.
Pvt. Christ L. Muench, M. G.
Pfc. Earl H. Oplinger, M. G.
Pvt. Carl J. Price, M. G. Co.

*Pvt. Russell J. Tenadell, M. G. Co.
Prt. Joseph A. Goujon, Sup. Co.

Pvt. Otis J. Bailey, Co. A.
*Sgt. Howard Bradshaw, Co. A.
Pvt. Verina Cainretta, Co. A.

Pvt. John A. Cannon, Co. A.
Sgt. William Cochran, Co. A.

Pvt. Henry E. Erb, Co. A.
Pvt. Wood A. Hicks, Co. A.
Pvt. John Macky, Co. A.
Pvt. Raymond Miller, Co. A.
Pvt. Louis Radloff, Co. A.

*Pvt. Louis Rosa, Co. A.

*Pvt. James P. Smith, Co. A.
Pvt. Walter Szymanski, Co. A.
Pvt. French Cerisano, Co. B.

*Pvt. John W. Dougherty, Co. B.

*Pvt. Herbert A. Fischer, Co. B.
Pvt. Dayton Fleming, Co. B.
Pvt. Joseph Harnois, Co. B.
Pfc. Samuel R. Hoffman, Co. B.

*Pfc. Joseph Margis, Co. B.
Pvt. Orville Mitchell, Co. B.
Corp. Bernhard Nelson, Co. B.
Pfc. William Sydnor, Co. B.
Pfc. Joseph S. Truman, Co. B.
Pvt. Emil H. Hoffman, Co. C.
Pvt. Kuzma Koval, Co. C.
Corp. Claude C. Mullen, Co. C.
Corp. William Mulraney, Co. C.
Pfc. Egildo Romanelli, Co. C.
Pfc. Stephen Trucik, Co. C.
Pvt. Charles Bassett, Co. D.
Pfec. Nicholas Checkaris, Co. D.
Pvt. Virgil Cole, Co. D.

Pvt. Harry Crossley, Co. D.
Sgt. Clifton R. Faith, Co. D.
Pvt. Frank McDonald, Co. D.

*Pvt. Frank Morano, Co. D.
Pvt. Nick Muffa, Co. D.
1st Sgt. Paul C. Rowan, Co. D.
Pvt. Philip Barret, Co. E.

(*) Died of wounds.

Co.
Co.
Co.

Pfc. Theodole Chouinard, Co. E.
Corp. Patrick Hall, Co. E.
*Pvt. Stanley L. Ingram, Co. E.
*Pvt. John Lessig, Co. E.

Pvt. Lee McMullen, Co. E.

Pvt. Alex Migdalsky, Co. E.
Pfc. Stanislaw Miller, Co. E.
Pvt. Morris Rapparport, Co. E.
*Pvt. Charlie Winn, Co. E.

Corp. Earl Bridgeman, Co. F.
Pvt. Hubert R. Firm, Co. F.

Pvt. Patrick Flaherty, Co. F.
Pvt. Carl Fleischer, Co. F.

Pvt. Martin J. Glendon, Co. F.
Pvt. Henry J. Keckhut, Co. F.
Pvt. Friend L. Nolte, Co. F.
Pvt. Boughan Prince, Co. F.
Pvt. Antonio Ricotta, Co. F.

Pvt. John P. Archabold, Co. G.
Pvt. William Beyer, Co. G.
*Pvt. George B. Hirtzel, Co. G.
Pvt. Richard Ives, Co. G.

Pvt. Christ S. Spathis, Co. G.
Pfc. James Valleriani, Co. G.
Pvt. George F. Whitson, Co. G.
Pvt. Andy O. Berg, Co. H.
Corp. Victor H. Koger, Co. H.
Corp. Lawrence N. Lund, Co. H.
*Sgt. John W. Miller, Co. H.

Pvwt. Austin Snipes, Co. H.

Pvt. Julian M. Southworth, Co. H.
Pvt. Robert J. Barnes, Co. 1.
Pvt. Alassandro Casselli, Co. 1.
Pvt. Sostino Castriglano, Co. I.
Pvt. Albert S. Hunt, Co. I.
Pvt. Virginia Kravitch, Co. 1.
Pvt. James T. McCabe, Co. 1.
Pvt. Albert H. MclLaughlin, Co. 1.
Pvt. Jesse C. Ragsdale, Co. L.
*Bug. Walter Savello, Co. 1.
*Pvt. Max Sherman, Co. 1.

1st Sgt. Edwin M. Stanton, Co. 1.
Corp. Charlie I. W. Watson, Co. 1.
Pvt. William F. Firth, Co. K.
Pvt. James Madeen, Co. K.
*Sgt. Louis Rose, Co. K.

Pvt. Raymond W. Scott, Co. K.
Corp. George Bernhardt, Co. L.
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had entered Cunel on the 12th, it was the attack of the Ninth Brigade
on the 14th that conquered the town and made it permanently ours.
It was only with the aid of our Engineers that the division on our left
had taken Romagne. After the conquest of Bois de la Pultiere, the
Bois des Rappes had been won by the Eleventh Infantry against
most determined resistance, as fierce as any ever met by American
troops—netting the Division a gain of three kilometers. Over the
open ground west of the woods the advance had been only about two
kilometers, but just as the Division was relieved the way had been
opened up for the march on Bantheville and the heights beyond.
Four hundred and seventy-two prisoners, including six officers, had
been captured, while at least that many more Boches had been killed.
One-pounders and machine guns had been won only after their crews
had been exterminated.

The intensity of the fighting is graphically recorded in the diary
of a German officer captured:

“On October 14th, we were again sent forward, entering the
front line in the evening. The Americans attacked the sector of the
851st 1. R. but were temporarily repulsed. We suffered consider-
able losses.

“On October 15th, the Americans are still in possession of the
Bois des Rappes and for the present nothing can be done.

“On October 16th, the 106th Reserve Regiment tried in vain to
dislodge the Americans. In the afternoon our positions in the woods
were very heavily shelled. I was almost buried alive. In the after-
noon our company in conjunction with the Second and Third Com-
panies reconnoitered the Bois des Rappes. There were no traces of
occupation.

“On October 17th our orders to withdraw were postponed. Dur-
ing the night our rear areas were heavily shelled, but the front lines
were undisturbed.

*QOctober.18th was one of my worst days in the war. Beginning
at noon a barrage which I could not have imagined more intense was
laid down on our position. Lt. Hoffman fell ten paces to my left.
Many other casualties resulted.  ‘Further with God.’

“October 19th, my company was ordered to move farther west
and we were forced to leave our newly constructed dugout. On our
left the enemy continued his harassing fire.”

Thus the enemy testifies to the hard attack of the 14th, the pene-
tration of Bois des Rappes by the men of the Ninth Brigade and their
courageous stand there, the fortification of the woods after our un-
fortunate withdrawal and the severe punishment that our artillery
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gave to the forces that manned the wood. Bois des Rappes was
turned into a glorious victory, after a withdrawal due to misunder-
standing of circumstances, and General Liggett, commanding the
First Army, expressed through the Corps Commander his praise:

“The Army .Commander directs that you convey to the Com-
manding General, officers and men of the Fifth Division his appre-
ciation of their persistency and success in improving the line held by
this Division by clearing the Bois des Rappes of the enemy.”

To this General Hines had added his thanks. “The difficulties
under which the Third Corps has labored to improve its position
have been numerous and great and the part the Fifth Division took
in establishing the present advantageous position of this Corps is
deeply appreciated by the Corps Commander, and he adds his con-
gratulations to those of the Commanding General of the Army
for the vigorous and untiring efforts of the personnel thereof, whose
resolution and fortitude are worthy of the best traditions of the
American Army.”

General Ely commended the Eleventh Infantry in a letter to
General Malone, commanding the Tenth Brigade, as follows:

“After two attacks on the Bois des Rappes had failed, you were
instructed that the wood must be taken. You chose for this duty part
of the Eleventh Infantry under Major Muncaster. They took the
wood ; the losses were comparatively light and the number of prison-
ers was comparatively large.

“The Division Commander desires to highly commend the valor
and tenacity of purpose of the officers and men engaged. "He fully
appreciates the difficulties under which the Eleventh Infantry labored
-—a large percentage of replacements, the great paucity of officers,
due to losses recently sustained, the weariness of the men due to many
days and nights of fighting under heavy shell and machine-gun fire.
In spite of all drawbacks, the wood was taken in a brilliant charge;
was organized and held against the enemy’s counterattack. The
Division Commander expresses his high appreciation of the patriot-
ism and valor which were exhibited by these troops, extends his con-
gratulations to all officers and men engaged, and desires that this be
published to the troops.”

One officer had won that honor hardest in the world to gain, the
Congressional Medal of Honor. Seventeen officers and fifty-two
enlisted men were awarded the Distinguished Service Cross for spe-
cial acts of bravery and gallantry, while a score of officers and a hun-
dred and fifty men were cited in Division General Orders. The
casualty list, which is ever the barometer that indicates the fierceness
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ELEVENTH INFANTRY—Continued

Corp. Vincent Skarinski, Co. D.
Corp. Steven J. Skinner, Co. D.

Sgt. Frederick A. Tessmer, Co. D.

Pvt. John C. Boyer, Co. E.
*Pvt. William Caulder, Co. E.
Pvt. Lewis S. Fields, Co. E.

Pvt. James Gaddy, Co. E.

Pvt. Charley Garrison, Co. E.
Pvt. William T. Harness, Co. E.
Pvt. Hallis Hibbets, Co. E.

Pvt. Howard H. Hillman, Co. E.

Pvt. Augustus R. Johnson, Co. E.

Pvt. Frank Kolsoliko, Co. E.
Pvt. Arthur Lee, Co. E.

Corp. Benjamin Newlon, Co. E.
Pvt. Edward Shea, Co. E.

Pvt. Raymond Shipley, Co. E.

Sgt. Aloysious A. Delaney, Co. F.

*Pvt. Stephen Epp, Co. F.

Pvt. Frank R. Johnson, Co. F.
*Pvt, Shelby Johnson, Co. F.
*Pvt. Louis Kasza, Co. F.

Pvt. Joseph Katsz, Co. F.

Corp. Edward F. Kuskin, Co. F.

*Pvt. Victor Lelbensperger, Co. F.

Pvt. Charlie Mitchell, Co. F.
Pvt. Thomas N. Norton, Co. F.
Pvt. Harry Reid, Co. F.

Sgt. Arthur Rodgers, Co. F.
Pvt. John E. Romire, Co. F.
Corp. John Rowley, Co. F.
Corp. Rusgell C. Warner, Co. F.

*Pvt. William Willenbrink, Co. F.
Pvt. Warner Yerger, Co. F.
Pvt. John Zilinski, Co. F.

Pfc. Ellis D. Adams, Co. G.
Pvt. Harry M. Becker, Co. G.
Sgt. Edward J. Cohen, Co. G.
Pvt. Charles A. Lacey, Co. G.
Pfc. Ray Liston, Co. G.

*Pvt. Robert L. Mawyer, Co. G.
Pvt. Paola Monacco, Co. G.
Pfc. John Nabocik, Co. G.

*Pvt. Bert Ray, Co. G.

Pvt. William H. Weigle, Co. G.

*Pvt. Levator Allen, Co. H.

Pvt. Joseph Babst, Co. H.

Pvt. Oliver E. Baskey, Co. H.
Pvt. Ray Guillian, Co. H.

Pvt. James A. Hammers, Co. H.
Pvt. Albert E. Jarvis, Co. H.
Corp. Fred Krauss, Co. H.

Sgt. Ezra McEntire, Co. H.
Pvt. John Mandilakis, Co. H.
Pvt. Willilam Murphy, Co. H.
Pfc. Douglas Penland, Co. H.
Pvt. Howard Runions, Co. H.
Pvt. Christensen Snyder, Co. H.

(*) Died of wounds.

Pvt. Leonard Trent, Co. H.
Pvt. Leland Welcher, Co. H.
Corp. Jessie N. Arnold, Co. 1.
Pvt. Clarence E. Baker, Co. L.
Pfc. John R. Barr, Co. 1.

Pvt. Joe Bernowski, Co. 1.

Pfe. Harry C. Harr, Co. 1.
*Pvt. Comadore Hinson, Co. 1.
Pvt. Tom John, Co. 1.

Pfc. Benedyk Konopka, Co. 1.
Pfe. John H. Lucas, Co. 1.

Corp. John W. McDade, Co. 1.
Pfe. Joseph Nadler, Co. I.

Sgt. Charles N. Nolan, Co. I.
*Pfc. Allen Nunemaker, Co. 1.
Pvt. Joseph Phillo, Co. I.

Pvt. Austin Schuler, Co. I.
*Pvt. Harry C. Schwerer, Co. I.
Sgt. Fred N. Searles, Co. 1.
Corp. Walter E. Sheridan, Co. 1.
Pfc. Walter H. Storl, Co. 1.
Pvt. Peter D. Street, Co. I.
Pvt. George D. Anderson, Co. K.
Pvt. Melton J. Archibald, Co. K.
Pfc. James M. Beason, Co. K.
Pfc. Orville Daugherty, Co. K.
*Corp. Joseph C. Freese, Co. K.
Pvt. Harrison L. Fugett, Co. K.
Pfe. Carl Gordon, Co. K.

Pvt. Henry D. Keffer, Co. K.
Pfc. Claude L. Kimsey, Co. K.
*Pvt. Fred L. Lewis, Co. K.
Pfc. William Litchenwaller, Co. K.
Pvt. Harvey Miller, Co. K.

Pfc. Robert Nardi, Co. K.
*Sgt. Alex Novack, Co. K.

*Pvt. Albert Parsons, Co. K.
*Pfc. Frank Seeberger, Co. K.
Pvt. Victor A. Smith, Co. K.
Pvt. George S. Thompson, Co. K.
*Sgt. Joseph Walker, Co. K.
Pfc. Charlie Winn, Co. K.

Pfc. Edward B. Baker, Co. L.
Corp. Elmer H. Brown, Co. L.
*Pvt. George W. Dickey, Co. L.
Pvt. Sabantine Dominio, Co. L.
Pvt. William Edwards, Co. L.
Pvt. Ray E. Henderson, Co. I..
Pvt. Thomas J. Overton, Co. L.
Corp. Horace L. Parrott, Co. L.
Corp. George E. Pitney, Co. L.
Pvt. Walter E. Rankin, Co. L.
Sgt. Hiram Riddle, Co. L.

Pvt. Walter Streiber, Co. L.
Pvt. Thomas Strosnider, Co. L.
Pvt. George W. Barker, Co. M.
Pvt. Charles Baumgartner, Co. M.
Pvt. Luther F. Bowlin, Co. M.
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ELEVENTH INFANTRY—Continued

Pvt. Martion L. Bowling, Co. M.
Corp. Bruce Chambliss, Co. M.
Pvt. Michael Connelly, Co. M.
Bug. Julius Deaton, Co. M.
Pvt. Ira A. Hysell, Co. M.

Pvt. Alfred M. Karr, Co. M.

Pvt. Joseph Knight, Co. M.

Pvyt. Serfino Macci, Co. M.

Pfe. Harrison A. Quigley, Co. M.
Pfc. Carl Ray, Co. M.

Pvt. Archie W. Tanger, Co. M.

Pvt. Kazimierz Wikowski, Co. M.

FIFTEENTH MACHINE GUN BATTALION

Sgt. Stanley S. Bowman, Co. A.
Pvt. Cecil Roy Down, Co. A.
Pvt. Charles Ludwig, Co. A.
Corp. Patrick McGuire, Co. A.
*Pvt. Alexander A. Meikle, Co. A.
Pvt. George L. Ostrander, Co. A.
Pvt. Beura R. Roper, Co. A.
Pvt. Jesse S. Scott, Co. A.

Pvt. John W. Acklin, Co. B.

Pvt. Andrew Auflick, Co. B.
Corp. Julian Epstein, Co. B.

Pfc. John L. Gedeon, Co. B.

Pfc. Bernard B. Hanford, Co. B.
Pvt. John M. Leslie, Co. B.
Corp. William Sillars, Co. B.
Pvt. James F. Sullivan, Co. B.
Pvt. Albert Sir, Co. B.

Pvt. Fred L. Williams, Co. B.
Sgt. Samuel R. Gibson, Co. C.
Pvt. Claude S. Krupp, Co. C.
Pvt. George Maitner, Co. C.
Pvt. Hypolit Savitzky, Co. C.
Pvt. John M. Tarbert, Co. C.
Pvt. William Vogel, Co. C.
Pfc. Charles Abele, Co. D.
Pvt. Jack Berg, Co. D.

*Pvt. John L. Bryan, Co. D.
Pvt. Murrow Childress, Co. D.
Pfc. Henry H. Davis, Co. D.
Pvt. Barbour C. Gunn, Co. D.

*Pvt. Edward Morris, Co. D.
Pvt. John H. Saunders, Co. D.
Pvt. James Scullion, Co. D.
Sgt. William A. Shuler, Co. D.

Pvt. Leonard Waddington, Co. D.

SEVENTH ENGINEERS

*Pvt. Arthur W. Schilling, Hq. Co.
*Pfc. Paul M. Rousey, Med. Det.

Pvt. Albert W. Sanders, Med. Det.

Pvt. William G. Smith, Co. A.

Pfc. Aino Weno, Co. A.

Corp. Glen Boring, Co. B.

Pfc. Harold M. Compton, Co. B.
*1st Sgt. Benjamin H. Doerr, Co. B.
*Pvt. Noel C. Donegan, Co. B.

Pvt. Christopher S. Ford, Co. B.

Pvt. Claude Pierce, Co. B.

Corp. David Thibodeau, Co. B.
*Pfc. William Thompson, Co. B.

Pvt. Thomas E. Hunter, Co. C.

Pfc. Mike Bale, Co. D.

Pfc. George Fendel, Co. D.

Pvt. Martin J. Ginley, Co. D.

Corp. Wesley F. Grube, Co. D.

Pvt. Einer Jensen, Co. D.

Pvt. Hans W. Jensen, Co. D.

Corp. David S. Kerr, Co. D.
*Corp. Walter W. Kirby, Co. D.

(*) Died of wounds.

Pvt. James R. Knowles, Co. D.
Corp. Louis B. Koster, Co. D.
Corp. Michael J. Lundy, Co. D.
Pvt. William Mosher, Co. D.

Pfe. Joseph R. O’Leary, Co. D.
Pfe. Wilfred E. Beauvais, Co. E.
Pfc. Samuel Bibo, Co. E.

*Sgt. John C. Burgin, Co. E.

Pfe. Hugh Coburn, Co. E.

Pvt. John J. Condran, Co. E.
Pvt. Glen B. Cookinham, Co. E.
*Corp. Fred O. Fennel, Co. E.
Pvt. John F. Skwiercz, Co. E.
Pvt. Champ Carson, Co. F.

Pvt. Christian H. Haas, Co. F.
Pvt. Harry E. Huston, Co. F.
Pfc. Raymond V. Porter, Co. F.
Pvt. Mehnert A. Puschmann, Co. F.
Pvt. Preston Staton, Co. F.
*Pvt. Raymon N. Thompson, Co. F.
Corp. Elijah B. Dixon.

*Pfe. Martin J. Taylor.
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THIRTEENTH MACHINE GUN BATTALION

Pfc. Frederick Yannantuono, Med. Det. *Wag. George C. Wrenn, Co. A.
Wag. Olgel Allegood, Co. A. *Wag. James C. McGhee, Co. B.
Pvt. Richard A. Fischer, Co. A. *Sgt. Raymond N. Mosher, Co. B.

Pvt. Dawlman C. Grogan, Co. A. Pfc. Harry A. Ness, Co. B.

Pvt. Konstanti Jakobowski, Co. A. Wag. Floyd E. Scroggin, Co. B.

Pfc. Gust Kastanias, Co. A. Pvt. John D. Siddons, Co. B.
*Wag. Jake W. Killgrove, Co. A. Pvt. Alfred Stahl, Co. B.

NINTH FIELD SIGNAL BATTALION

Sgt. Orin S. Carlon. ’ Corp. Jack H. Hammons.
Pvt. Michael J. Conroy. *Pvt. Harry S. Saunier.

FIFTH MILITARY POLICE
*Pfc. Carl Stewart.

FIFTH SUPPLY TRAIN
Corp. William P. Bliss, Co. E.

FIFTH SANITARY TRAIN

Pfc. Louis Green. *Sgt. Alexander J. MacDonald.

FIFTH AMMUNITION TRAIN
Pvt. Gordon Mason, Co. G.’

(*) Died of wounds.
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BATTALION AND HIGHER COMMANDERS IN FIFTH DIVISION

IN FIRST PHASE ARGONNE-MEUSE OPERATION

Major General John E. McMahon, Commanding Division to October 16th.
Major General Hanson E. Ely, Commanding Division from October 17th.
First Lieutenant Leslie W. Devereux, Aide de Camp to General McMahon.
Captain Arthur P. Watson, Aide de Camp to General Ely. .

GENERAL STAFF

Colonel Clement A. Trott, Chief of Staff.

Lieutenant Colonel Martin C. Shallenberger, Assistant Chief of Staff, G-1, to October 15th.
Lieutenant Colonel Stephen C. Reynolds, Assistant Chief of Staff, G-1, from. October 16th.
Lieutenant Colonel Herbert Parsons, Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2.

Lieutenant Colonel Ralph W. Kingman, Assistant Chief of Staff, G-3.

PRINCIPAL STAFF OFFICERS

Colonel Robert H. Pierson, Division Surgeon.

Lieutenant Colonel Gilbert M. Allen, Division Machine Gun Officer.
Lieutenant Colonel P. James Cosgrave, Division Judge Advocate.
Lieutenant Colonel Alvin G. Gutensohn, Division Signal Officer.
Lieutenant Colonel Wallace McNamara, Division Inspector.
Lieutenant Colonel David P. Wood, Division Adjutant.

Major Charles Meals, Division Quartermaster.

Captain Raymond Woodson, Division Ordnance Officer.

Captain A. M. Fisher, Division Gas Officer to October 17th.

Major B. H. Namm, Division Gas Officer from Oectober 18th.
Captain Thomas A. Knight, Secretary to General Staff.

NINTH INFANTRY BRIGADE

Brigadier General Joseph C. Castner, Commanding brigade.
First Lieutenant Frank M. Smith, Aide de Camp.

Second Lieutenant Rowland H. Peacock, Aide de Camp.
Captain Ray K. Chalfant, Brigade Adjutant.

SIXTIETH INFANTRY

Coionel Frank B. Hawkins, Commanding regiment.

Lieutenant Colonel Phillip B. Peyton, Commanding first battalion.
Major Geoffrey P. Baldwin, Commanding second battalion.
Major Lee D. Davis, Commanding third battalion.

SIXTY-FIRST INFANTRY

Colonel Hugh D. Wise, Commanding regiment.

Captain Lawrence B. Glasgow, Commanding first battalion, wounded October 12th.
Captain Merritt E. Olmstead, Commanding first battalion from October 13th.

Captain Alexander N. Stark, Commanding second battalion.

Major James D. Rivet, Commanding third battalion, killed October 15th.

Lieutenant Colonel Lowe A. McClure, Commanding third battalion from October 16th.

FOURTEENTH MACHINE GUN BATTALION
Major Jens A. Doe, Commanding battalion.

TENTH INFANTRY BRIGADE

Brigadier General Paul B. Malone, Commanding brigade.
Major George H. van de Steeg, Brigade Adjutant.
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SIXTH INFANTRY

Colonel Henry J. Hunt, Commanding regiment.

Major Felix R. McLean, Commanding first battalion, wounded October 14th.
Captain Lawrence B. Keiser, Commanding first battalion from October 15th.
Major Courtney H. Hodges, Commanding second battalion.

Major John W. Leonard, Commanding third battalion, wounded October 16th.
Captain Guy L. Hartman, Commanding third battalion from October 17th.

ELEVENTH INFANTRY

Colonel John B. Bennet, Commanding regiment to October 20th.
Major John H. Muncaster, Commanding regiment from October 21st.
Major Frank C. Mahin, Commanding first battalion to October 19th.
Captain John F. Harris, Commanding first battalion from October 20th.
Major John H. Muncaster, Commanding second battalion.

Major Richard C. Birmingham, Commanding third battalion.

FIFTEENTH MACHINE GUN BATTALION
Major William M. Grimes, Commanding battalion.

SEVENTH ENGINEERS

Colonel Earl G. Paules, Commanding regiment.

Major William M. Hoge, Jr., Commanding first battalion.
Major Wyman R. Swan, Commanding second battalion.
First Lieutenant Peter Murphy, Commanding train.

THIRTEENTH MACHINE GUN BATTALION
Major Walton H. Walker, Commanding battalion.

NINTH FIELD SIGNAL BATTALION
Major Dean B. Small, Commanding battalion.

HEADQUARTERS TROOP
First Lieutenant Carl U. Luers, Commanding troop.

FIFTH DIVISION TRAINS
Lieutenant Colonel Harry E. Comstock, Commanding trains.

FIFTH SUPPLY TRAIN
Major Oral E. Clark, Commanding train.

FIFTH AMMUNITION TRAIN

Lieutenant Colonel R. John West, Commanding train.
Major Frederick A. Barker, Commanding motor battalion.
Major Raymond Dickson, Commanding horsed battalion.

FIFTH SANITARY TRAIN

Lieutenant Colonel Carey J. Vaux, Commanding train.
Major Frederic J. Quigley, Director of Field Hospitals.
Captain James H. Quinn, Director of Ambulance Companies.

MILITARY POLICE
Major William H. Gill, Commanding military police.



CHaPTER V
THE ADVANCE TO THE MEUSE
I

E Third Corps Commander ordered, on Oc-
wber 24th, that the Fifth Division make imme-
iate reconnaissance of the sector held by the
'hird Division, from the Meuse above Brieulles
1 the general line Clery-le-Petit—Cote 261—
lery-le-Grand—Bois de Babiemont—Aincre-
ille. The reconnaissances were made on the
iorning of the 25th by brigade, regimental and
battalion commanders. Orders for the relief of
the Third by the Fifth Division were received on the 26th and the
movement of the troops from the Malancourt-Avocourt areas was
begun shortly after noon.

This new sector was just to the right of the Fifth’s old one. The
front line extended from the northeast corner of Bois des Rappes
along the northeastern edge of Clairs Chénes, across the northern
slope of the open hill called Cote 299, along the northern and east-
ern edges of Bois de Forét, doubling back for a kilometer along the
southeastern edge of Bois de Forét, thence south to Bois de Brieulles,
thence along the northern edges of Bois de Brieulles and Bois de la
Cote Lemont to the Meuse, a kilometer and a half southeast of
Brieulles. On our right was the Fifteenth French Division, part of
their Seventeenth Army Corps, facing and unable to cross the river.
On our left was the Ninetieth Division, holding the western portion
of the Third Corps sector vacated by the Fifth four days previously.

The east boundary of the Division’s sector was the Meuse, while
the western limit was the east edge of Bois des Rappes, Aincreville
(inclusive), Bois de Babiemont (inclusive). Thus the sphere of
action was confined practically to the north. It was less than a kilo-
meter from the eastern end of Bois de Forét down to the Meuse.
South of that the lines formed a ring on the hills around the village
of Brieulles, still in Boche hands. From our lines all along this
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southern section there was full view of the winding river in its wide,
flat valley, with the Canal de I’Est hugging closely the higher hills
on the east side of the bottoms. The Germans were strongly situated
in those heights of the Meuse and by means of their superior altitude
were able to protect their patrols still controlling the western bank.

North of Bois de Forét and Clairs Chénes our lines faced the
Andon Rau, only a tiny creek, in some places nothing but a trickling
current in a wide stretch of marsh; in other parts narrow and per-
haps three or four feet deep, winding its circuitous course in and out,
from side to side of a wide, muddy valley bottom. To the south the
slopes rose gradually from the stream to our lines, while on the north
the hills were somewhat steeper, but not so high as on the south.
On the banks of the Andon were three villages: Aincreville, just a
kilometer north of Bois des Rappes; Clery-le-Grand, two and a half
kilometers below Aincreville; and Clery-le-Petit, two kilometers on
further down the stream and only five hundred meters from the
Meuse. These three villages were garrisoned by German machine-
gun companies, whence outpost patrols operated in the territory south
of the Andon. The towns formed outguards of the Freya Stellung
which the Boche had extended all along the heights north of the little
stream and across the highlands east of the Meuse.

Those rather steep-rlsmg slopes north of Andon Rau rose to
form the southern rim of the Punchbowl, a crater-like area two to
three kilometers in diameter with round-topped Cote 216 in its center,
completely ringed in by high hills except on the east, where the Meuse
pierced the walls and cut off Dun-sur-Meuse on its high, conical
mound. On the southeastern lip of the bowl, and on the Aincreville-
Dun road was Doulcon. The western rim of the Punchbowl was
wooded by Bois de Babiemont, just inside the Division sector.

The Ninth Brigade took the forward part of the sector, with the
Sixty-first Infantry on the left in Bois de Clairs Chénes and on Cote
299. The Sixtieth on the right took the lines in Bois de Forét, and
had, therefore, to face three directions—to the north, east and south-
east. The Tenth Brigade formed the reserve and took over only the
southernmost section, southeast of the Nantillois-Brieulles road.
Major Hodges’ battalion of the Sixth occupied the front lines on
the edges of Bois de Brieulles and Bois de la Cote Lemont, and the
remainder of the regiment camped in Bois de Septsarges. The
Eleventh Infantry took a reserve position on the left of the Sixth,
with its head south of Bois de Fays, echeloned in depth to the south.
Due to the large number of casualties among officers in the regiments
the trains had given up most of their officers to replace the fighting

g
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units. Lieutenant Colonel R. John West, commanding the Ammuni-
tion Train, had joined the Eleventh Infantry and assumed command.
Lieutenant Colonel Peyton of the Sixtieth Infantry had been placed
in command of the Sixty-first when Colonel Wise was relieved on
October 19th.

The relief of the Third Division was carried out quietly and with
but little disturbance by the enemy. The Sixth Infantry was in posi-
tion by midnight and by 4 o’clock the Ninth Brigade had completed
its reliefs. The only activity of the Germans was the harassing
fire that came from north of the Andon and east of the Meuse, which

- brought the death of Second Lieutenant Bennie A. Green of the
Fourteenth Machine Gun Battalion. There was an occasional rifle
shot or machine-gun sputter from the direction of Aincreville when
our men approached too closely. The Cunel-Nantillois road was
subject to continued shelling with high-explosive, while other areas
received spasmodic attention with gas. The morning of the 27th was
foggy, with heavy mists hanging over the valleys of the Meuse and
the Andon cutting off observation. .

r
e .
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The policy now adopted was that of exploitation of the areas
ahead. Numerous patrols were constantly in action, feeling out the
enemy and creeping out two or three kilometers beyond the outposts.
Where ground could be taken and held at small cost it was seized.
The day of the 27th was spent in getting acquainted with the situa-
tion. Little movement could be made in daylight because of the
exposure of the ground in front to enemy gaze. A patrol of eight
men entering Clery-le-Grand was fired upon by machine guns that
night, but five men entered Clery-le-Petit without encountering op-
position. Aincreville was found to be still strongly held. Indica-
tions were that the enemy was preparing to withdraw to the north
if necessary. His artillery fire diminished noticeably on the 28th
and our front lines were only lightly shelled. The shrapnel-fire,
however, killed Second Lieutenant Thomas G. Kadlac of the Sixtieth.
The weather was excellent and our planes reported considerable traffic
moving north from the rear of the hostile lines.

A general advance of our lines was effected on the mght of the
28th by our patrols establishing night outposts on the hills in front of
the woods. The spurs northwest and northeast of Clairs Chénes, dom-
inating Aincreville and Clery-le-Grand, were incorporated into our
territory and held with machine guns. The new outpost line was
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within half a kilometer of the Andon and the Meuse, while the ring
around Brieulles was tightened to a narrow collar. Parties from the
Sixtieth and Sixty-first crossed the Andon and drew fire from the
villages on the stream. Fires in the hills to the north and the sounds
of wagons moving on the roads were evidence of the retirement of the
Boche to safer positions. His artillery fire had almost ceased, al-
though his avions circled overhead in the bright moonlight and
dropped bombs on our front lines.

Our own artillery continued if's harassing fire, covering the roads
and sowing the lines with steel. The telling effect with which our
guns punished the enemy is related by a soldier of the Fortieth Fusi-
liers in a captured letter: “It is a week that we have been in line again
and things are getting hot here. No infantry action yet, but the
artillery fire is frightful. It is simply maddening. If peace does
not come soon I am going to desert. Nights at 11 o’clock we get
dinner (mittagessen) cold, besides bread and coffee for the next day.
And then you crouch all day long in a shell-hole until a shell gets
you.” Another letter ran: “The word ‘Stellung’ is not the proper
expression for the front line; it should be ‘Sitzung.” All day long,
on account of enemy planes we have to sit in our little ‘fox-holes,’
covered by a shelter-half and wait for night when we can move about
a little. So if the location of our position becomes known to the
enemy artillery, instead of our getting into dugouts each one takes
his pack and moves on. Yesterday the Americans shelled us out
and willy-nilly we had to dig a new position last night.”

While our artillery was making life miserable for the Boche
sitting in his Freya Stellung, and our patrols were encroaching on
his territory and adding it bit by bit to our lines, the work of organ-
izing the sector for defense was carried on. Machine guns of the
Fourteenth and Fifteenth Battalions and of the regimental com-
panies were put into position to sweep every approach to our posts.
The Engineers were engaged in wiring in the front from Bois des
Rappes to the river, in getting up materiel and reconnoitering for
- the bridges across the Andon and in removing German mines from
the roads about Brieulles. The artillery prepared barrages to cover
the east bank of the Meuse and heights beyond the Andon. Troops
were well distributed so as to lessen the danger of casualties from
shelling and to give as many as possible a chance to rest. Training
was never stopped. Special instruction was given in the use of the
compass. Men were taught to make their way through difficult ter-
rain guided only by the magnetic needle. Advantage was taken of
the comparative lull to restock the supplies of ammunition, pyro-
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technics and other stores.. The troops received bountiful meals of
hot food and with the drier, fair weather recuperated after the trying
days in the Bois des Rappes.

Plans were being worked out for another offensive by the Amer-
ican Army. The structure of the Central Empires, whose crumbling
was evident on the first of October, was toppling in ruins at the end
of the month. Turkey surrendered on the 81st. The mighty armies
of Austria-Hungary, attacked by the Italians on the.24th, were
broken on the 29th and were rapidly dissolving under the sledge-
hammer strokes. On the western front the Germans had been swept
back by the vigorous and relentless attacks of Belgians, British,
French and Americans. The Hun had given up St. Quentin, Cam-
brai, Lille, Ostend, and the entire coast and was hurrying out of
France and Belgium as fast as his humbled armies could travel. If
the American Army on the Meuse could cut the Metz-Sedan-Hirson
line of communications and 